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COMMENTARIES. 


An Account of Bosks. 


I. 


Differtatio Chemica de Acido Sacchari, 
Johanne Afzclio Arvidficn. ate, Upfaliae. 


UG AR being very deferved'y confidered 
& as an effential falt, no perfon, it 1s proba- 
ble, will doubt of its containing an acid of one 
kind or another; and this we are informed by 
our author may, in a cryftatline form, be obtain- 
ed from it by the following prece!s. 
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1. To an ounce of the fineft white fugar in 
powder, in a retort with a neck, add three oun- 
ces of {trong fp.rit of nitre. 


2. The tolution being finifhed, and the phlo- 
gifton of the {pirit of nitre moitly exhaied, let a 
receiver be properly fitted to the retort, and lu- 
ted, and the I:quor then made to boil gently. 


9. When the fo'ution has obtained a brownifh 
colour, add three ounces more of fpirit of nitre, 
and let the ebullition be continued till the fumes 
of the acid are almoft gone. 


4. The liquor being at length emptied into a 
larger veiicl, and expofed to a proper degree of 
co'd, quadrangular priimatic cryilals are obferved 
to form; which, being colleéted and dricd on foft 
paper, are found to weigh about 109 grains. 

5» Lhe remaining liquid being again boiled in 
the fame retort, with two ounces of frefh fpirit of 
nitre, till the red vapours begin to difappear ; and 
being then in the fame manner expofed to cryftal- 


lize, about 43 grains of faline fpiculae are ob- 
tained. 


6.'To the liquor that {till remains, about two 
ounces more of fpirit of nitre being added, and 
| afterwards 
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afterwards the whole being, both by boiling and 
evaporation, reduced to a dry mafs, a brown, fa~ 
line, gelatinous kind of fubftance is produced, 
which, when thoroughly dry, is found to weigh 
about half a dram. 


In the fame manner a fimilar acid, we are told, 
may be obtained from different faccharine fub- 
ftances, as gum arabic, honey, &c.; but from 


none in fuch quantities, or fo pure, as from fine 
fugar. 


This falt appears to poflefs fome qualities 
peculiar to itfelf, and others in common with 
faline fubftances in general. 


1. It is endued with a remarkably fharp tafte, 
about twenty grains of it giving a confiderable 
degree of acidity to a large tankard of water. 


2. It produces a red colour on being added to 


any of the blue vegetable infufions, that of indigo 
only excepted. 


3. It produces an effervefcence on being added 
to fuch alkaline, earthy, or metallic fubftances, 
as happen to be combined with the vitriolic acid. 


4. This falt may be diflolved in its own weight 
S 2 of 
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of boiling diftilled water ; the liquor, when cold, 


however, depofits large quantities of crytals of 
different forins. 


5. Thefe cryftals can be combined with all the 
different acids, viz. the vitriolic, nitrous, marine, 
and acetous. 


6. One hundred parts of boing fpirits of wine, 
diffslve about fifty-fix of thefe faccharine cryftals, 
but not more than torty when not fo warm. A 


foiuticn thus obtained foon becomes turbid, and 
depofits a mucous fediment, of about the goth 
part of the weight of all the acid made ufe of. 
When cold, irreguiar fealy cryftals are obtained 
from it, waich, when thoroughly dry, become 


perfectiy white. 


With rectified fpirits of wine, and thefe faccha- 


rine cry{tals, acther may be formed ; which differs, 
however, from common 2ether, in its not being 
eafily fet on fire, without being previoufly heated, 
and, when on fire, it burns with a blue in place 


of a white flame. 


7. Vitriolic aether diflolves with difficulty the 
acid of fugar. 


8. It combines both with the effentiai and ¢x- 
prefied 
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brefled oils ; but, by a ftrong fire, can be eafily 
feparated from either. 


9. Being expofed to a gentle heat, in a {mall 
retort fitted to a receiver, about three tenths of 
the whole quantity comes over in the form of 
water; and, by an intenfe heat, it melts, anda 
faline white cruft is fubliined, leaving in the re- 
tortadark grey mafs of about the fifth part of the 
weight of the cry{tals made ufe of. This refidu- 
uin has an empyreumatic {mell, gives a dark co- 
lour to concentrated fpirit of vitriol, a yellow 
tinge to fpirit of nitre, but is difloived by the ma- 
tine acid, without occafioning any aiteration in its 
appearance, ‘Lhe fublimed falt eafily recovers 
the cryftaliine form, and does not appear to be 
in any refpect changed by the operation, further 
than in having become more pure. The liquor 
contained in the receiver occafions a precipitation 
on being added to lime-water ; and, on feparating 
the receiver from the retort, a vaft quantity of an 
elaftic vapour rufhes out, of a pungent empyreu- 
matic odour. About 100 cubic inches of fuch 


air may be obtained from half an ounce of the 
cryftals. 


The acid of fugar being a fecond time fubmit- 


ted to a fubiiming procefs, white fumes are fent 
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over, which, when cold, appear to be an acid 
glafly-coloured liquor, but which cannot be again 
cryftallized. Sueh parts of the falts as adhere to 
the fides and necks of the veffels, do not appear 
to be in the leaft changed by the procefs. Thefe, 
when expofed a third time to fublimation, pro- 
duced fuch elaftic vapours as burft the receiver. 


Alkali Vegetabile Saccharatum.—Cryftals can 
fcarcely be obtained from acid of fugar exactly 
faturated with the vegetable alkali ; but are ealily 
procured by making either the acid or alkali 
preponderate in the mixture. 


Alkali Minerale Saccharatum-——Two parts of 
lately formed mineral alkali, combined with one 
of acid of fugar, produces a falt very difticult 
of folution. 


Alkah Volatile Saccharatum.—Six parts of a 
pure volatile alkali, can be faturated with one of 
the acid of fugar ; and the mixture, on evapora- 
tion, affords a quadrangular prifmatic falt. 


Calx Saccharata.—Lime is fo ftrongly attrac- 
ted by the acid of fugar, as to be feparated from 
it by no other means than the intervention of 

a 


> 
A 
~ 
“ 
» 
ae 
¢ 
a 
4 
<4 


COMMENTARIES. 261 


d ftrong heat. From this circumflance, the utility 
of lime in the purification of fugar becomes evi- 
dent ; for, in the juice of the fugar-cane, there is 
{uch a fuperabundancy of acid, as effe€tually pre- 
vents its concretion, till that faline matter is at 
jeaft in part deftroyed ; and nothing has hitherto 
been found fo effectual in that refpe& as lime, 


which, by combining with the acid, either carries 
it to the bottom of the boiler, or tothe top, from 
whence it is eafily fkimmed off. From lime being 
ufed in confiderable quantities in the purification 
of fugar, many have imagined, that large por- 
tions of it remain even in the fineft fugar. ‘This 
opinion, however, our author aficrts to be erro- 
neous, as the ftricteft analyfis has never been a- 
ble to dete& the finalleft particle of lime in puri- 
fied fugar. 


Terra ponderofa faccharata.—Vhe acid of fu- 
gar being faturated with any of the heavier earths, 
immediately depofits a quantity of pellucid angu- 
lar cryftals, fcarcely foluble in water. | 


Magnefia faccharata.—TVhe acid of fugar dif- | 
folves magnefia, and from the folution may be 


obtained a neutral falt, in the form of a white 
powder, which, unlefs the acid prevailed, is nei- 
ther foluble in water nor fpirit of wine. Magne- 

fia 


fia feems to have a flronger affinity to the acid 
of fugar than any of the alkaline falts ; hence any 
of the latter may be feparated from it by the ad- 
dition of magnefia. 


Aroilla faccharata.—Yorty-two parts of the 
earth of allum properly purified, may, by dige- 
flion, be diffolved in 53 of acid of fugar ; tue fo- 
lution on evaporation does not afford cryftals, but 
a yellow pellucid mafs, of a fweetifh, and fome- 
what aftringent tafte, which, in a imoift air, iiqui- 
hes, and thereLy receives two thirds of addition 
in weight. 

Aurum faccharatum.—Gold is wot, ever by di- 
geflion, aticcted by the acid oi fugar ; but, being 
precipitated by a fixed alkali, and afterwards 
thoroughiy wafhed in warm water, it is then. ren- 
dered black by it, though nct entirely diffolved. 
Neither is platina difloived in this acid, uniefs 
previouflly precipitated by a fixed alkali. In the 
fame manner too, though //ver itfelf is not folu- 
ble in the acid of fugar, yet it comes to be atted 
upon by it, wien precipitated by an alkali. 
lydrargyrus faccharatus.—Quickfilver is not 
in the icalt affected by this faccharine acid, un. 
lefs previoufly deprived of its phiogifton ; in which 
{tate 
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ftate it becomes foluble in it 5 and, from a folution 
formed by the two, is obtained a whitifh powder, 
not foluble in water, unlefs the acid had prevail- 
ed. Lead, digefted in the acid of fugar, is ren- 
dered black, but not diffu!ved by it, unlefs pre- 
vioufly calcined; and Copper is confiderabiy af- 
fected by it, but becomes more foluble in it, by 
being previoufly precipitated by an alkali. 


Ferrum faccharatum.—tron is quickly diffolved 
in the acid of fugar, and affords, on evaporation, 
prifmatic yellow-coloured cryftais, which are €a- 
fiily foluble in water. Fifty-five parts of the acid 
diffolve forty-five of iron. 


Stannum faccharainn.—Tin, digefted in the a- 
cid of fugar, with the afiillince of heat, turns 
firft black, and is afterwards covered witha erey- 
ifh-coloured powder; tic cain is a'fo fo- 
lubleinthe lame acid. Bifnuth arfenic are both 
folubie in this acid, as is itkewile cobalt; cobalt, 
diffolved in it, yielus a quantity of yeliow-coloured 
cryitals, wnich, as they conta.n a farce propor- 
tion of the acid, are reac.ly in Watur. Oy 
the addition of comisen fait to a foiution this 
land, a fymipathetic ink may be ebtained., Zins 
is fotuble in the faccharine acid, as is kewife, on 
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fome degree, the calx and glafs of antimony ; re- 
gulus of antimony is only rendered black by it. 


Acidi facchari attraétiones electivae-—The 
affinity of acid of fugar with other bodies, appears 
by experiment to ftand in the foilowing or- 
der. It unites moft readily with lime; then 
follow the heavier kinds of earths, magnefia, ve- 
getable alkali, mineral alkali, volatile alkali, and, 
laftly, clays. 


Towards the conclufion of the differtation, our 
author obferves, that, by fome, it may, perhaps, 
be imagined, that the acid of nitre, made ufe of 
in thefe experiments, may have a confiderable 
ihare in the production of what he has termed 
the acid of fugar. But, although he acknow- 
ledges, that this acid cannot in any way be obtain- 
ed but by the ailiftance of fpirit of nitre; yet 
he is thoroughly convinced, that it does not in 
any degree enter into its compofition. 
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II, 
Experiments and Obfervations in an heated Room. 
By Charles Blagden, M.D.F.R.S. Vide Pdz- 
losop Tranfactions, Vol. LXV. 4to, London. 


LTHOUGH different circumftances have 
prevented us from giving, as early as we 
could have wifhed, an analyfis of the paper now 
before us, and although the tacts which it con- 
tains have been much the fubject of converfa- 
tion, yet, we prefuine, that the fo'lowing account 
of it will not now be unacceptable to any of our 
readers who do not poficfs the original work. 


Doéttor Boerhaave, from a fingie experiment 
or two, having long ago laid it down as a maxim, 
that no living animal can long fupport a degree 
of heat much above that of its own temperature, 
the opinion, till of late, was fcarcely controvert- 
ed by any one. It now appears, however, from 
the refult of many reiterated experiments, that 
animals can live with eafe in fuch high degrees of 
heat, as fome time ago would have been thought 
more than enough for foon putting a period to 
their exiftence. Several experiments on this 
fubject were made fome time ago in France; 
thoie here related by Dr Blagden, were fet on 
foot and carried on by Dr Fordyce of London, 


who, 
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who, it is to be hoped, will, fome time or other, 
communicate, in a more ampie manner, the refults 
of them to the public. 


Doétor Cullen long ago fuggefted feveral ar- 
guments to fhow, that life itfelf has a power of 
generating heat, independent of any chemical or 
mechanical means ; for, before his time, the re- 
ceived opinions were, that the heat of animals a- 
rofe either from friétion or fernentation. The 
Doéttor likewife, we are informed, is of opinion, 
that animals are pofiefied of a power of genera- 
ting cold, whenever the heat of the atmofphere 
exceeds the proper temperature of their bodies. 
Governor Ellis, in the year 1758, obferved, that 
a man can live in air of a greater heat than that 
of his body, and that the body in this fituation con- 
tinues at its ufual temperature. The Abbe Chappe 
d’ Auteroche informs us, that the Ruffians ufe their 
baths heated to 60° of Reaumur’s thermometer, 


about 1€0° of Fahrenheit’s, without taking no- 
tice, however, of the heat. of their bodies when 


bathing. With a view to add further ev:dence to 
thefe extraordinary facts, and to afcertain the 
real effects of fuch great degrees of heat on the 
human body, Doctor Fordyce tried the follow- 
ing experiments. He procured a fwte of rooms, 


of which the hotteft was heated by flues in the 
flocr, 
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oor, and by pouring upon it boiling water ; and 
the fecond was heated by the fame flues, which 
paffed through its floor to the third. The firft 
room was nearly circular, about ten or twelve 
feet in diameter and height, and covered with a 
dome, in the top of which was a finall window. 
‘he fecond and third rooms were fquare, anid 
both furnifhed witha fky-light. There was ne 
chimney in thefe rcoms, nor any vent for the 
air, excepting through crevices at the door. In 
the firft room were placed three thermometers ; 
one in the hotteft part of it, another in the cool 


eft part, and a third on the table, to be ufed oc- 
cafionally in the courfe of the experiment. 


Experiment 1f?, In the firft room the highett 
thermometer ffood at 120°, the loweft at 110°. 


In the fecond room the heat was from go” to 
85°; and the third room felt moderately hot, 
while the external air was below the freezing 
point. About three hours after breakfaft, Dr 
Fordyce having taken off all his cloaths, except his 
fhirt, in the third room, and being furnifhed with 
wooden fhoes, tied on with lift, entered into the 
fecond room, and ftaid five minutes in a heat 
of 90°, when he began to fweat gently. He then 
entered the firt rcom, and food in the part heat- 
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ed to 110°; in about half a minute his fhirt be- 
came fo wet that he was obliged to throw it a- 
fide, and then the water poured down in fireams 
over his whole body. Having remainec ten 
minutes in this heat of 110°, he removed to the 
part of the room heated to 120°; and, after ftay- 
ing there twenty minutes, he found that the ther- 
mometer placed under his tongue, and held in 
his hand, ftood juft at 100°, and that his urine 
was of the fame temperature. His pulfe had 
gradually rifen till it made 145 puifations in a 
minute. ‘The external circulation was greatly 
increafed, the veins had become very large, and 
an univerfal rednefs had diffufed itfelf over the 
body, attended with a {trong feeling of heat ; his 


refpiration, however, was but little affected. Here 
Dr Fordyce remarks, that the moifture of his 
fkin moft probab'y proceeded chiefly from the 
condenfation of the vapour in the room upon his 
body. He concluded this experiment in the fe- 
cond room, by plunging into water heated to 
100°, and, after being wiped dry, was carried 
home ina chair ; but the circulation did not fub- 
fide for two hours, after which he walked out 
jn the open air, and fcarcely felt the cold. 

Expe- 
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Experiment 2d. \n the fir room the thermo- 
meter varied from 132° to 130°; the loweft food 
at 119°. Door Fordyce having undrefied in an 
adjoining chamber, went into the heat of 119°3 
in half a minute the water poured cown in 
fireains over his whole body, fo as to keep that 
part of the floor where he fiood conitant!y wet. 
Having remained there fiiteen minutes, he went 
into the heat of 130°5 at this tine the heat of 
lis body was 100’, anc his pusic beat 126 times 
inauimute. While the Doctor ftood in this 


fituation, be ordered a Fiorence to be 


the fiaik quite dry; but it ioneciaicy became 
wet again, and ilrceams of water pourcu Cown its 
fides, which continued til ihe leat of the water 
within had rien to 122°, at which time the 
tor went out Of the aticr remained 
fifteen minutes in an beat of 130’. fui tciore 
leaving the room, bis pulle mace 1ty beats ina 
ninut: 3 butthe uneer bis in ins 
hand, aud of his urine, wid tict Cxcced 100°, 
Here Dodior Fordyce oblerves, tat, as there was 
no cvaporation, but conflantiv a conden Mtion of 
y2pour cn Lis body, no cold was generated but 


Vou. by 
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brought in, filed with water. heated to 100°, and 
adry cloth, with which he wipea the iurface of 


by the animal powers. The Doétor dreffed him- 
felf at the conclufion of the experiment, ina room 
where the thermometer ftcod at 43°, and ime, 
diately went out into the open air, without feel- 
ing the leaft inconvenience; on which he re- 
marks, that the tranfition from very great heat 


to cold, is not fo hurtful as might be expected, | 
becaufe the exterval circulation is io excited as 
not to be readily overcome by the cold. 


Dr Fordyce has fince had occafion, in making | 
other experiments, to go frequently into 2 much 
greater heat, where the air was dry, and to flay 
there a much longer time, without being affec- 
ted mar.y fo much, for which he: aihgas two 
realons ; that dry air does not communicate its 
heat hike air faturated with = oiffure, and that 
the evaporation fron: the body, which takes place 
when the air is dry, aififts its living powers in 
producing cold. 


In a third experiment, at which were prefent, 
along with fir Forcyce, the honourable Captain 
Phips, Mr Banks, Dr oolander, and Dr Biagden, 


the room mace ufe of was an cbiong fguare, | 
14 feet by 12 in length and width, asd 11 in | 
height ; it was heated by a round ftove or cockie, | 
of caft iron, which ftood in the middle, with a 
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tube for the fmoke, carried from it through one 
of the fide-walls. On firft entering the room, 
the mercury, in athermometer which had been 
fufpended there, ftood above the 150th degree. 
In this heat the gentlemen remained upwards of. 
twenty minutes, and returned agiin fome hours 

: thereafter, when the heat was increafed to the 
ens: degree. As it was found, however, that 
the heat foon diminithed oy f) many people be- 
ing admitied at the fame time, it was agreed that 
only one perfon fhould go in at a time. Soon 
afterwards Dr Solander entered the room alone, 
when the mercury ftood at 210°, but, during 
three minutes that he remained in it, it furk to 
196°, Mr Banks cloied the whoic, by going in 
when the thermo:neter flood above 211°. fie 
remained feven minutes, in wich thine the quick- 
hiver had funk to 198°. ‘Phe air heated to thefe 
high degrees telt unpieafantiy het, but was very 


bearable; the mott uneafy feeing wes a icnic of 


fcorching in the face and lees 3 the bes particu. 
larly fuficred very mucn, by being expo'cd more 
fully than any other part to the body ef the 
heated red hot by the fire within. ‘Phe resira- 
tion was not at al! affected; it became neither 
quick nor Jaborious; the on!y difference was, the 


rae 


want 
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want of that refrefhing fenfation which always 
accompanies a full infpiration of cool air. Mr 
Barks fweated profuftly, but no one elfe. 
The moft ftriking effe€ts that occurred, fays Dr 
Blagden, proceeded trom; our power of pre- 


ferving our natural temperature, although placed 
in a degree of heat greatly fuperior to it. Wien- 
ever they breathed on a thermometer, the quick- 
fiver funk fevcral degrees. Every expiration, e- 
{pecially if made with any degrec of violence, gave 
a very pleafant tmpreflon of coolnefs to the nof- 


trils ; in the-fame manner too, breathing on the 
fingers cooled them agreeably 3 end Dr Diagden 
obferves, that, on touching his fide, it fele cold like 
a corpfe, and yet the actual heat of ivs body was 
98°, about a decree higher than its ordinary tem- 
perature. Lhe gentlemen who ocen the fub. 
jects of thefe experiments, felt wo citacrecable ef- 
fects from thei, farther than a faking of the 
hands, with fome degree of languor and debility; 
which however foon went off, 
Ina fublequent peperyinthe fame vo.ume of the 
Tr -nfactions, we are tod by Dr Blagden, that, in 
fomme other experiments cn the fare fubiect, ir 
Pordyce ana hic hae found, that even the 
degree of Fahrenheit’s thermometer could be fub- 
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mitted to with tolerable eafe ;  feveral ecntlemen 
having, at different times, gone into the room 
heated to that degree. And, in order more clear- 
ly to evince the fallacy of Boerhaave’s experi- 
ment, with refpect to the effects of fuch high de- 
grees of heat on animals, a bitch, weighing 32 
pounds, was fhut up in the heated room, when 
the therino meter at 220°. She remained in 
it half an hour; and, although the heat during that 
time had rifen to the 236th degree, the animal 
fhewed no other uneafinefs than panting and 
holdirig out its tongue, appeared perfedtiy brifk 
and lively on getting into the cold air, and remain- 
ed fo at the time the paper was wrote, being 
more thana month from the time the experi- 
ment was made. ‘lo prove, fays D; Blagden, 
there was no fallacy in the degree of heat thewa 
by the thermometer, but that the air which we 
breathed was capable of producing all the well- 
known cffeets of fach an heat on inanimate matter, 
we put fome eves anda beef-ftake upon a tin 
frame, placed near the flandard thermometer, 
and farther diftant from the cockte than from the 
wall of the room, In about twenty minutes the 
eges were ronied guite har’, and im 47 winutes 


’ 
the flake was not only drefled, but. aime t cry. 
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Anotacr beef-flake was rather overdone in 33 


Pwo timuar earthen veffels, one containing 
pure water, and the other an equal quantity of 
the femy water, with a bt of wax, were put up- 
on a piece at wood in the heated room. In one 
hour and an hal:, the pure water was heated to 
Lia? or the thermometer, that with the 


wax liad acaquived an heat of 152°, part of the § 


wax having meited and formed a fim on the fur- 
face of the water, which prevented the evapora- 
tion. ‘The pure water never came near the boil- 
ing point, but continued itationary above an hour, 
ata much lower degree 3 a finall quantity of oil 
was then dropped into it, as had before been 
done to that with the wax; in confequence of 
which, the water in both came at length to boil 
very brifkly. A faturated fojution of fale water ' 
put into the room, was found to heat more quick- 


ly, and to a higher degree than pure water, pro- 
bably becaufe it evaporated !efs 5 but it could not | 
be brought to boil till oil was added, by means 
of wich, it came into a brifk ebullition, and con- 
fequently had acquired an heat of 230°. Perhaps 
no experiments hitherto made furnifh more re- 
markable inftances of the cooling effect of evapo- 
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ration than thefe laft faéts; 2 power which now 2p- 
pears to be much greater than has been common- 
ly fufpected. 


Hit. 


Experiments on Water obtained from the melted Ice 
of Sea-water, to afcertain wheter tt be frefh 
or not ; and to determine its /pecific gravity with 
refpect to other Water.—Aljfo experiments to 
find the degree of cold, in which Sea-water be- 
gins to freeze. By Mr Edward Nairne.---Vide 
Phil. Tranfadtions, Vol. LXVI.4to, London. 


| having been fuggefted, in a converfation at 
which Mr Nairne was preient, that the ice of 
fea-water is not frefh; and that, if the ice found 
near the poles be really fo, it mutt probably be the 
ice of frefh water, difcharged from large rivers in 
thefe parts ; in order to afcertain the matter, he in- 


ftituted feveral experiments. Thefe experiments 
ferved a: the fame time to determine the difference 


of gravity between the water obtained from melted 
ice of fea-water, and of fea-water itfelf, and for 
finding the degree of cold, in which the latter be- 
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gins to freeze. The water mae ufe of in thefe 
experiments was taken up of the north Fore- 


land. 


On ithe 27ta fanuary 1776, at ten o’clock in 
the evening, ajar 34 inches in diamcter, and 6 
inches deep, was filled with fca-water, and ex. 
pofed to the open air, tne thermometer ftanding 
at 15°. Ontaking it innext day at noon, it was 
fouud frozen very ee i, exccpt a very little at 
the bottom, which remained quite fluid; it was 
then ict by a fiove of 56° to thaw. When tlie 
jar had continued in that degree of heat, about 
eight hours, tue ice was found to meaiure about 
31 incles in length, and two in diameter. In or- 
der to clear it from any of the brine that might 
adhere toit, it was wafhed ina peal of pump water, 
and tien fet in afieve to drain off the water it 
had been walhed in, On thc 29th of January, 
the before-inentioned ice was ict in a bafin in a 


,heat of 46°, in which it coitinued nine hours 


before the whole was dillolved ; tlie bulb of a 
thermometer refled oa the ice during the time of 
Without variation at 
32°. ‘The water thus obtained, was to the palate 


the folution, and coatiuiued 


perfectly free from any talte of fale. 
In 
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In order to afcertain the comparative gravity 
of this water, a bottle was fi'led with it to a cer- 
tain mark in its neck, which was very narrow, and 
the bottle fo filled was carefully weighed. The 
fame bottle was afterwards weighed, filled to the 
fame mark in its neck, with fea-water, and other 
waters fucceflively, which were all brought to 
the fame degree of heat by a thermo.neter. The 
refu'lts were, 


Grains. 

Water obtained from melted ice of fea- 
Diltilled rain water 1612 


Water, confifting of rain and {now waters 1615 
Refiduum of fea-water, from which the 

ice before-mentioned had been taken 1659 


To find the degree of cold in which fea-w.:cer 
begins to freeze, the following experiments were 
made. There was expofed to the open air, a decan- 
ter filled with tca-water, in which a thermometer 
was fufpended, the buib of which reached to the 
middle of the wideft part of the decanter ;. a 
Jeily-gials, fiied with the fame water, in wich 
alfo a thermometer was put, receding on the bot- 
tom, was placed in the fame expofure. The refult 


may be feen in the following tabic. 
January 
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January 29. 1776. 


Veffels. Time. Immerfed Effeéis, &c. 
Therm. Eo. 
Decanter, 
Jelly glafs, Ir 30A.M. 19 
Decanter A number of beautiful fea- 
| 12 33 19 thered cryftals appeared in 
Jelly glafs, 25 to 2865 ne PI 
the jelly glafs ; they began 
to'fhoot trom thetop, which 
was covered with ice, to- 
wards the bottom; when 
| they reached it, the ther- 
memeter rofe immediatcly 
| from 25 to 28.5. 
Decanter, | 49 45 31 19 | Ice began to form in the de- 
Jelly glafs, 8.5 canter, though hardly per- 
ceptibie at the edge of the 
Decanter, 30 19 water. 
Jelly glafs, ee 28.5 
Decanter, | ,, 30 29 Cryftals of a laminated ap- : 
Jelly glafs, 28.5 I9 pearance began to thoot 
downwards obliquely from 
the ice at the furface, which 
at the edge of the watcr was 
barely two-tenths of an inch 


thick; no appearance of ice 
inthe middic of the furface. 
Decanter, |r o P.M. 27-5 19 | Cryftals began to thoot round 
the neck of the decanter 
clofe to the glafs. 
Decanter, | I 15 28.5 1) | The infide became covered 
with finely feathered ciy- 
ftals, which made it impot- 
fible to oblerve the heighe 
of the thermometer, with- 
out raifing it till the quick- 
fiiver in the tube appeurcd 
above the ice. 


Decanter, |g o 28.5 19 
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January 29. at eight »’ lock in the evening, were 

expofed to the open air two fimilar jars, each 54 
inches deep and Irs in diameter; one, for 
the fake of diftinétion, may be called A, the o- 
ther B. A was filled with fea-water ; B with 
water taken out of a water tud, which was 
a mixture of rain and fnow water. In A two 
thermometers were placed ; one refted on the 
bottom ; the upper part of the ball of the other 
was a quarter of an inch only below the furface 
of the water ; one thermometer was alfo placed 
in B, refting on the bottom. The following 
table fhews the refult. 


| Time. 
ES 
> 

B 60 
A 4° | 33 
B 8 15 335 
Aa 35 {29.5 The furface of the water in B co- 
BK 37.5 vered with ice. 
A 425 31 (26.5 
b 34 Surface as before. 
Als 30 29 | 25 No appearance of ice. 
B 32 Tire ice on the furtace increafed. 
ai 32 28.5 {245 ice began to on the furface. 
B 32 Quite frozen. 
A , 8 36 28.2 128.5 Cryftatls over every part of the glafs. 
B | 32 20 !As before. 


N. B. During the time in which thefe obfervation; 


were made, the thermometer in the open wir rofe half ot 
a divifion. 


The 
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_ The following table fhews the refult of fome 
further obfervations on the effects of cold on the 
fea- water in the jar A of the laf table, which had 
been thawed in order to be now expofed again 


! to the open air. ‘The thermometers in the jar 
. continued in the fame fituation as before. 

f January 30. 1776. A. M. uf 
: ESiesié ‘ 
10 32 «134-5 135-5 116.5 | The water fluid. 
i 10 39 ad 32 [ce began to be formed about the glafs at 
| the edge of the water. 
x 10 42 28.5 :30.5 Stil! continued to have ice only about the | 
z edge of the water. 
& 10 48 28 | 28 The furface of the water rendered ftagnant 

by the ice. 
Ir 1 297 (24.5 |18.5 | The cryftals had almoft reached the bot- 

tom. 
Bs art During the half minute employed in this 
a obiervation, the cryftals reached the 
x bottom ot the jar; the lower therino- 
meter rofe almoft inftantancoufly trom 
245102856. and w.s immediately reu- 
derea obicure by the ice. 
It 45 26.5 285 } 19 Uhe was tanxen in trom the open aic 
and the lower thermometer titted out of 
| the iceto a futhcient height forthe obtci- 
| 


From thefe obfervations it feems that the 


freezing point of fea-water fhould be fixed in 
Falrenheit’s fcale at 28.5. 
At 
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As the water, when it began to freeze in two 
experiments, exhibited phaenomena different from 
any former'y obferved, it may not be improper 
to fudjoin an cccount of them. 

At fourtcen minutes after eight in the mor- | 
ning of January 231/t, the jar B, containing the 
faine water, viz. a mixture of rain and fnow wa- 


ter, was fet in g window ; the evening before ha- 
ving placed a fecond tietmometer in it, the bulb 
of which was juft beww tic furtace of the water. 
This, as weil as the therinoiictcr at the bottom, 
fiood at 27.5, and the water was perfectly fluid : 
The thers:ometer placed near the jar within 


the window was at 223.5. At twenty-feven m- 
nutes after eigit, it began to ireeze at the bot- 
tom of the jar, the theri.ometers at the top and 
bottom ftanding alikeat 27°. ‘Lhe inftant the 
cryftals began to encompafs the ball of the 
thermometer below, which they very foon did 
alter it began to freeze, the quickfilver rofe in it 
to 22°, the upper one continuing at 27°. The 
cryltals continued to fhoot upwards, and, in lefs 
than half a minute, reached the bulb of the ther- 
mometer at the furface, which mmediately rofe 
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At ten minutes before fix in the evening of 
the fame day, the jar A of the fecond table was 
placed in the open air, its contents the fame, viz. 
fea-water. The thermometers in it were hike- 
wife the fame, not having been moved; they 
both ftood at 34°; that in the open air at 19.5. 
At fix o’clock the thermometer above was at 
310, that below at 28.5. At thig tine fome ic¢ 
was difcovered on the furface of the water ; but, 
as it was by candle-light, its firft: appearance 
could not be difcerned. At ten minutes after 
fix, the thermometer above was at 29°, that be- 
low at 26.5. At fifteen minutes after fix, the upper 
thermometer at 28.5, that below at 25. At fe- 
venteen minutes after fix, both the thermome- 
ters ftood at 28.5 ; cryftals having rifen from the 
bottom covered the bali of that below, on which 
it rofe inftantly from 25° to 28.5. The ther- 
mometer in the open air continued as at firft, 
VIZ. at 19.5. 

The fcale of ali the thermometers ufed ir 
thefe experiments was Fabrenhcit’s. 
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An Effay on the Noture and Cure of the (fe cal- 
led) Worm Fever. By Samuel Mufgzrave, 
M.D.F.R.S.&c. 8vo, London. 


> R MusGrave introduces tis fubject by ob- 


| 35 ferving, that the worm fever, as it is cal- 
led, ts a diforder co which children are generally 
Hable, and that it very frequently e'udes the full 
of the phyfician. He ceniciudes, therefore, that 
it will not be unacceptable to the public, if he 
fhail tay before thein a metiiod of treating that 
difeafe, which, in fevers: inttances of his own 
practice, has been attended with fuccefs; and 
_ which, from the immediate re'ief it gives the pa- 
tients, he concludes to be fpecifically adapted to 
the cure of it, and not fuccefsiul -y accident only. 
The diflicuity of curing what is called a worm > 
fever, arifes, according to our author, from its ) 
being frequently attricuted to wor ns, when the ? 
caufe of the diforder is of a guite different na- 
‘ure. Ile does not mean to deny, that worms 
do fometimes aboynd in the human body, nor 
that 
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that the irritation caufed by them does fometimes 
produce a fever ; but he apprehends thefe cafes 
to be much more uncommon than is generally 
imagined, and that great mifchief is done by 
treating fome of the diforders of children as 
worm cafes, which really are not fo. Dr Hun- 
ter, it is obferved, is of the fame opinion on this 
point, and he has, we are told, diilected great 
numbers of children who have bech fuppofed to 
die of worm fevers, and whofe complaints were 
of courfe treated as proceeding from worms, in 
whom, however, there appeared, upon diffection, 
to be not only no worms, but evident proofs of 
the ciforder having been of very different na- 
tures. 


The fpurious worm fever, as Dr Mufgrave 
terms it, has, in all the inftances he has feen of 
it, arifen evidently from the children having been 
indulged with too great quantities of fruit; 
though a poor cold diet may, he thinks, occa- 
fionally give birth to it. Every fort of iruit eaten 
in excefs will probably produce it ; but an im- 
moderate ufe of cherries feems to be the moft 
common caufe of it. ‘Lhe approach of this dif- 
order has a different appearance, according as it 
arifes from a habit of eating fruit in rather too 
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large quantities, or from an exceflive quantity 
eaten at one time. Inthe former cafe, the pa- 
tient gradually grows weak and languid ; his 
colour becomes pale and livid ; his belly {wells 
and grows hard; his appetite and dige(tion are 
deftroyed; his nights grow reftlefs, or, at lealt, 
his fleep is much difturbed with ftartings, and 
then the fever foon follows; in the progrefs of 
which, the patient grows comatofe, and at times 
convulfed ; in which ftate, when the event ts fa. 
tal, he dies. ‘The pulfe at the wrift, though 
quick, is never ftrong or hard; the carotids, 
however, beat with great violence, and elevate 
the fkin fo as to be diftinctly feen at a diftance. 
The heat is at times confiderable, efpecially in 
the trunk; though at other times, when the 
brain is much opprefled, it is little more than 
natural. It is fometimes accompanied by a vio- 
lent pain of the epigaftric region, though more 
commonly the pain is flight, and terminates in a 
coma; fome degree of pain, however, fects to 
be infeparable from it, fo as clearly to diftinguifh — 
this diforder from other coimatofe alfcctions. 


Where a large quantity of fruit has been eat- 
en at once, the attack of the diforder is inftanta. 
neous, and its progrefs rapid ; the patient often 

Von. IV. U  pafling, 


| 


— 


pafiing, in the fpace of a few hours, from appa- 
rently perfect health, to a ftupid, comatofe, and 
almoft dying ftate. The fymptours of the fever, 
when formed, are in both cafes nearly the fame, 
except that, in this latter fort, a little purulent 
matter is fometimes difcharged, both by vomit 
and flool, from the very firft day. he ftools, 
in both cafes, exhibit fo.netimes a kind of curd 
refembling curdled invtk, at other times a float- 
ing fubftance is obferved in them, and fometimes 
a number of little threads and pellicles, and now 
and then a fingle worm. 


Strong purgatives, or purges frequently re- 
peated in this diforder, are greatly condemned by 
our author, as they in general not only aggravate 
the fymptoins already prefent, but are fometimes 
the origin of convuifions. Bloodletting is not 
to be thought of in any fiage of the diforder. 


Although frequent purging, however, is not 
recommended, yet a fingle vomit and purge are 
advifed in the beginning of the diforder, with a 
view to evacuate fucn indigefted matter and mu- 
cus as happens to retain in the fiomach and 
bowels. ‘Thefe having operated properly, there 
is feldom occafion for repeating them; and it is 


fuffeicnt. 
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fufficient, if the body be coftive, to throw up, eve- 
ry fecond or third day, a clyfter, compoled of 


half a-dram of aloes, diffoived in five ounces of 
—infufion of chamomile. 


The principal part of the cure, however, de- 
pends upon external applications to the bowels 
and ftomach ; and, as the caule of the diforder is 
of a cold nature, the applications muft be warm, 
cordial, and invigorating ; and their action muft 
be promoted by conftant actual heat. ‘Lhe fol- 
lowing is the form recommended. x Fo!. ab- 
finth. et rutae, aa p.aeq. aq. pur. q. f. F. decoc- 
tum faturatiflimuin, quo calide foveatur regio 
ventriculi et abdomen, quarta vel quinta qua- 
que hora, per horae quadrantem. Magna ex 
herbis coctis poft forus ufum iifdem partibus per- 
petuo appofitum teneatur, ct quotics refrixerit, 
aliud calidum opponatur. For internal ufe, the 
following is all that has been found neceflary. 
% Aq. cinnam. fpt. cinnamon. ten. aa 3fs, ol. a- 
mygdal. dulc. zifs. fyr. balfamic. drachm. iii. M, 
et tempore ufus tortiter concutiantur in phiala, 
Capiat, pro ratione aetatis, drachm, ii. ad 3vi- 2tia 
quaque hora. 

When any nervous fymptoms come on, or re- 


main after the diforder is abated, they are eafily 
removed 
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removed by giving a pill of four grains of afla 
foetida once or twice a-day. 


The diagnoftics of worms are very uncertain ; 
but even in real worm cafes, the treatment above 
recommended would, it is imagined, be much 
more efficacious than the practice commonly had 
recourfe to. As worms either find the confti- 
tution weakly, or very foon make it fo, the fre- 
quent repetition of purges, particularly mercuri- 
als, cannot but have a pernicious effect. Bares- 
foot is ftill more exceptionable, being in truth 
to be ranked rather among poifons than medi- 
cines, Worm-feed and bitters are too offenfive 
to the palate and ftomach to be long perfifted in. 
The powder of corraline creates difguft by its 
quantity ; and the infufion of pink root is well 
known to occafion now and then vertiginous 
complaints and fits. 

_ Fomenting the belly night and morning with a 
{trong decoétion of rue and wormwood, is much 
recommended. It is a perfeétly fafe remedy, and, 
by invigorating the bowels, has thereby a confi- 
derable influence in rendering them capable of 


«xpelling fuch worms as they happen to contain. 


After the fomentation, it is advifed to anoint the 


belly with a liniment, compofed of one part of 
effential 
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effential oil of rue, and two parts of a decoction 
of rue in fweet oil. Of internal medicines, the 
beft is affa foetida, with an aloetic pill or two at 
proper intervals, 

The diet of children difpofed to worms, fhould 
be warm and nourifhing, confilting in part at leaft 
of animal food, which is not the worfe for being a 
little feafoned. ‘Their drink may be any kind of 
beer that is well hoped, with now and thena 
{mall draught of porter or negus. A total abfti- 
nence from butter is not fo neceflary, perhaps, as 
is generally imagined. Poor cheefe mutt by all 
means be avoided ; but fuch as is rich and pun- 
gent, in a moderate quantity, is particularly fer- 
viceable. Inthe fpurious worm fever, the pa- 
tient fhould be fupported occafionally by fmadl 
quantities of broth ; and, at the clofe of it, when 
the appetite returns, the firit food given fhould 
be of the kinds above recoinmended. 


The diet here dire&ted will, perhaps, be thought 
extraordinary, as the general idea is at prefent, 
that, in the management of children, nothing is fo 
much to be avoided as repietion and rich fuoJd. 
It is no doubt anerror to teed children too well, 
orto indulge them with wine and rich fauces ; 
but it is equally an error to confine them to too 
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{tri€t or too poor a diet, which weakens their di- 
eftion, and renders them much more fubject to 


diforders of every kind, but, particularly, to dif- 
orders of the bowels. In regard to the fpurious 


worm fever, if it be true that acid fruits too plen- 
tifully eaten, are the general caufe of it, it follows 
as aconfequence, that a warm nutritious diet, mo- 
derately ufed, will moft effeCtually counteract the 
mifchief, and fooneft reftore the natural powers of 
the ftomach. Befides, if the diforder does not rea- 
dily yield to the methods here directed, as there are 
many examples, and fome have happened to our 
author, of its terminating by an inflammation, and 
fuppuration of the navel, it is highly advifeable 
tokeepthis probability in view, and, by a mode- 
rate allowance of animal food, to fupport thofe 


powers of nature, from which only fuch a happy 
crifis is to be expected. 
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V. 
4 De Cicuta efficacia,V. Nofocomii civict Pazmanniani 
Annus Medicus Tertius, five Obfervationum circa 
4 Morbos Acutos et Chronicas, ab tlenrico Jofepho 
Collin, Medico Viennenfe, et erufdem Nofocomit 
Phyfico Factarum. 8vo, Vindobone. 


ZN confequence of the celebrated Stork’s pu- 

blications on the virtues of hemlock, innuine- 
rable trials were made of it in this, as well as in 
other countries. It did not, however, in any de- 


gree, anfwer the expectations formed of it; fo 
that many practitioners began long ayo to 
conclude, cither. that more had been faid upon 
the efficacy of the medicine than in reality it 
deferved ; or, tnat the preparations of it ufed in 
this country, diftered materially trom thofe made 
ufe of at Vienna. ‘That the latter conjecture was 
the moft probable, no perion could doubt who 
had perufed, and given credit to Stork’s pubtica- 
tions ; and, inthe treatife before us, are related 
a variety of cafes, moit cf which tend equally to 
the confirmation of the fame opmion. For more 
information, the treatife intcif mult be had 
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recourfe to; all of the moft remarkable cafes, 
however, are here felected. 


Cafe IIf. A woman, aged 27 years, had, for a 
year and half, laboured under a total want of ufe 
of her right leg, owing to a confiderable hard 
{welling around the knee joint. ‘This diforder 
fhe imag:ned to be the remains of a goutifh 
complaint, which, for the fpace of three. weeks, 
fhe had formerly been troubled with. In other 
refpects fhe enjoyed goodhealth. 


A purgative being premifed, fhe began, on the 
4th of Augult, to the ufe of cicuta; fixteen 
grains of the extract were ordered twice a day, 
together with an external application of the plant, 


in the form of a fomentation, to the part affcedt- 
ed. 


On the 8th of Augult, three dofes a day, of 
fixtcen grains each, were prefcribed: Thefe were 
continued daily till the 24th, when each dofe was 


fo much increafed, as that a dram of the extract 


came to be exhibited every twenty-four fours. 


sth September, This day the patient perceived 
a tingling kind of pain in the fwelling ; there 
was no difference, however, in it as to foftnefs ; 
but the joint, though formerly {tiff and rigid, be- 

came now, in fome degree, moveable. 
icth, 
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roth, The knce fomewhat fofter, and the mo- 
tion of the leg a:ore coniiderable, 


She was afterwards gently purged two or three 
times, and continued taking two dofes of cicuta, 
of a fcruple each dai'y, till the 23d of October, 
when the {welling was entirely removed, and a 
free ufe of the joint reflored. For a debility of 
chat leg, which remained for fome time, a fomen- 
tation of aromatic herbs was prefcribed, which 
foon effected a complete cure, and the patient has 
fince that time, we are told, remained perfectly 
well. 


Cafe X. A man, aged 40, was brought to the 
—hofpital, with a large fcorbutic ulcer on the outer 
part ot his right leg; the difeafe was of a twelve- 
meonth’s ftanding, and, befides the ulcer, the un- 
der part of the leg was fo much fwelled as to form 
one continued hard tumor, from that downwards 
over the whole foot. For the {pace of three 
months, all the remedies commonly had recourfe 
toin fuch cafes, were adminiftered, but with no 


evident advantage. It was refolved, therefore, to 
fee what effects cicuta would produce. 


On the 19th of November, he began to take 
fixteen grains of the extract, twice a day; and 
linen cloths foaked in an infufion ot the herb, 
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were kept conftantly applied to the fore. At 
this time, the fwelling of the leg and foot were 
equally confiderable as when the patient was firft 
admitted ; the ulcer, however, had f{pread farther; 
its margins were ragged, and from the bottom of 


the fore, feveral {mall tubercles had arifen. ‘The 


colour of the parts affected was various, the mat- 
ter afforded was fanious, and the patient com- 
plained of very fevere pains. In other refpects, 
however, he enjoyed good health. By the 27th 
of the month, the fore looked much better, had 
got a more natural red appearance, the inequa- 
lities in the bottom were diminifhed, and the leg 
and foot were not fo tenfe as formerly. 


On the 6th of December, the fore was confi- 
derably filled up; in place of fanies, thin pus was 
now difcharged, the {welling was much leffened, 
and the patient complained of little or no pain. 
The fame treatment was continued till the 2oth 
of the month, when the fore was fo far reduced 
as to afford only a very {mail quantity of pus. 
Its margins were become equal, and fhewed a 
tendency to cicatrize, and the {welling of the leg 
and foot was entirely removed. 


At this time, the remedies, which had til! then 
been continued, were laid afide; and the only 
application 
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application made ufe of, ‘was a plafter of cicuta 
to the fore. The patient had all along taken a 
Jaxative every fixth or feventh morning. By the 
middle of January, the fore was coinpletely and 
firmly cicatrized; and the patient was in every 
refpect fo well by the end of the month, as to be 
then difmiffed, and allowed to go to his ordi- 
nary labour. 


Cafe XI. A woman, aged thirty, laboured un- 
der ahard {chirrous tumor of the left breaft ; the 
fwelling was of a livid colour, and fo confider- 
able in fize, as to render that breaft three timcs 
as large as the other; the pain attending it was 
fo violent as to render refpiration very difficult. 
The patient, at the time of applying for affiftance, 
was much einaciated, had a very fickly complec- 
tion, and her ftrength was fo much impaired, as 
to give very finall nopes of a cure being obtain- 
ed. 


In this fituation fhe was ordered an anodyne, 
together with a decoction of farfaparilla ; as like- 
wife the fullowing mixture: BR. Aq. flor. rhaead, 
5 Extract. cicut. 31.3 fyr. diacodiae m. 
cochlearia ii.omni bihoriofumend. Atthe fame 
time,a decoction of cicuta was frequently applied as 
a fomentation to the breaft. By the following day, 
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the pain was confiderably relieved, and the pa- 
tient flept a little, at intervals. On the 7th day, 
{mall ulcers broke out in different parts of the 
breaft, difcharging large quantities of very acrid 
fanies. The bottom and lips of the ulcers were 
of a leaden colour; the pains were not fo con- 
ftant, but the patient now complained of a burn- 
ing heat, which fhe had not formerly done. 
Hitherto fhe had taken at the rate af a dram of 
extr. cicutae in the twenty-four hours ; but, as it 
feemed to agree well with her, the quantity was 
now doubled. The decoétion of farfa. without 
the anodyne, was continued, and externally was 
applied, empl. de cicuta, together with the fo- 
mentation formerly mentioned. Thefe remedies 
produced fuch remarkable good effects, that, in 
lefs than three months, feveral hard ylands, which 


in the courfe of treatment had been difcovered | 


in the arm-pit, were rendered foft, and the dif- 
ferent ulcers fo far cicatrized as to render far- 


ther ufe of cicuta unneceflary. To this remark- 


able cure, many of the faculty at Vienna, we are 
told, were witneffes, particularly Dr Stork and 
Mr Gaffer profeffor of anatomy there. 


Cafe XIIf. A boy thirteen years of age had 


laboured under a white {welling in the joint of 


his 
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his left knee, for the fpace of fix months. Dif- 
ferent remedies had been tried, but with no ad- 
vantage; it was thetefore refolved to fee what 
effects would be produced by cicuta. The ex- 
tract was ordered, internally, in the form of pills, 


and a fomentation was applied outwardly. Thefe 
were the only medicines prefcribed, except a 
gentle purge, repeated at proper intervals. 
They were employed for the firft time on the 
third February; by the 21ft of the month, the 
{welling was much foftened, and, by the 1ft of 
March, it was in every refpect confiderably better. 
On the 23d of April he was difmiffled perfeétly 
cured. 


Cafe XXXV. A boy, aged eleven years, had, 
for fix months, laboured under a very bad fpecies 
of tinea capitis. During the firft fix weeks after 
his admiffion to the hofpital, a variety of remedies 
were had recourfe to, with no advantage, and at 
laft he was put upon a courfe of cicuta, both in- 
ternally and externally. Sixteen grains of the 
extract were exhibited twice a day, and the head 
was wafhed twice a day with the decoction of the 
plant. No other medicine was prefcribed, ex- 
cepting a gentle laxative now and then, and, in 

lefs 
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lefs than two months, the diforder was entirely 
removed. 


Cafe XXXVIII. A man, aged twenty five years, 
had, for feveral months, been troubled with pains 
in his joints, which increafed always at night ; 
and on his fauces were feveral ulcerations, which 
arofe from the lues venerea. A gentle purge 
was firft ordered, and afterwards a decoétion of 
cicuta was prefcribed, both as a medicine inward- 
ly, and as a gargle for wafhing the fores in the 
throat. In the {pace of eight days, the pains 
were much relieved, and the ulcers had a more 
clean appearance. ‘The quantity of cicuta was 
then increafed, and ina very fhort time he was 
difmiffed perfectly cured. 


Cafe XXXIX. A woman, twenty-eight years 
of age, had, for four months, laboured under a 
gonorrhoea, the matter of which was fo acrid, as 
to excoriate, toa great degree, the neighbour- 
ing parts. «A gentle laxative being premifed, 
the decoction of cicuta was immediately prefcri+ 
bed to be taken internally. In the courfe of a 
few days, the urine was voided with much lefs 
difficulty, and the ulcerations were not near fo 
painful. In littlke more than a month, a perfeé& 
cure was obtained, without the ufe of any other 

remedics, 
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remedies, excepting that of fome mild reftoratives, 
towards the end of the diforder. 


We are here-informed by the author, that he 
has, on many occafions, experienced the good 
effe€ts of cicuta in venereal cafes, fimilar to the 
two laft. 


Cafe XL. We are here prefented with a cafe 
of fcurvy, in which cicuta was ufed with great 
advantage. A woman, aged forty, had, for a 
year, laboured under’ a {corbutic ulcer in one of 
her legs ; it extended from the external maleoius 
of the foot to the middle of the leg; its edges 
were ragged, and it was altogether foul and for- 
did. ‘The patient complained of pains in her 
joints, and her gums were very ecafily caufed to 


blood. Cicuta was immediately ordered, both 


internally, and outwardly, in the form of fomenta- 
tion to the fore. In a few days the ulcer was 


rendered quite clean, and in lefs than five weeks 
a complete cure was obtained. 


In this collection by Mr Coilin, are related, in 
all, 41 cafes, in which cicuta was employed. 
In all glandular fwellings, it produced remark- 
able good effects, as it did in a variety of 
very bad ulcers. In very old obftinate cancers, 


a'though 
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although it frequently failed in effecting complete 
cures, yet it almoft always tended to mitigate the 
pains, and to convert the fanies ufual!y difcharged 
from fuch fores, into matter of a more bland pu- 
rulent nature. 


VI. 


De ufu noxio et falubri Veficantium. Vid. Solo- 
monis Theophili de Meza, M. D. Diatribae 
Medicae tres. 8vo, Hafniae. 


ype fhort account of the natural hifto- 
ry of cantharides, the chemical analyfis of 
thefe infefts, and the phaenomena commonly ob- 
ferved from their application, our author proceeds 
to confider with what propriety they are had re- 
courfe to, in feveral diforders, in which they are 
very generally ufed. 

The ufe of blifters in convulfive difeafes is firft 
taken notice of; and Mrde Meza obferves, that 
in all fuch complaints they will be ferviceable or 
hurtful, according to the particular nature and 


occafional caufe of the difeafe. Convulfions, he 
| thinks, 
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thinks, may proceed from three different fets of 
caufes, viz. from repletion, inanition, and irrita- 
tion. When repletion from too great a quanti- 
ty of blood feems to be the caufe of the difor- 
der, venefection fhould always precede the ufe 
of blifters, and then they are frequently of fer- 
vice. In repletion, too, from a fuperabundancy 
of ferum, they are the principal remedy to be 
depended on. ‘ 


In convulfions proceeding fiom the fecond fet 
of caufes, inanition, our author does not think 
Ditters can ever be applicable : For, if the ina- 
nition lias been induced, either by too great dil- 
charge of blood or ferum, farther evacuations 
by epifpaftics would certainly, he thinks, be add- 
ing feuel to the fire, and could not probably 
anfwer any one good purpofe. When irritation 
about the head feems to be the caufe of fuch 
 diforders, blifters, applied to the extremities 
may fometimes be of fervice, by occafioning a 
derivation to thefe parts of fuch humours as may 
have happened to produce them. 


Vertigo, we are told, may proceed from fix dif- 


ferent caules, viz. 1. From atanguincous plethora. 
Vou. lV. X 


‘ 
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2. From a foulnefs in the primae viae. 3, From 
debility in coniequence of exceflive evacuations. 
4. From comprefiion. 5. From poifons of dif- 
ferent kinds, as opiur, mercury, fumes of char- 
coa', &c. 3; and, 6. From a ferofa colluvies, in 
confeguence of the Noppage of Tues, ulcers, or 
any other habitual drains. In this laft foecies of 


the difeafe, biters are much recommended ; 


but, in none of the others, can they ever, we 
are told, be ufed with advantage. 


AT 


Very different opinions are delivered, by dif- 
i | ferent authors, with reioedt to the ufe of blifters 


1; in apoplectic and the ievera: comatole diforders ; 
Tai by ic:ne they are much recommended, and by 


others we are dcfired to ule them with the great- 
: eft caution. In order to reconcile thefe oppofite 
opinions, the different caufes that may be fup- 
| poitd to produce apoplexy are here enumerated. 
1. Such diforders are frequentty induced by ple- 
thora, and congefiions of blood about the head. 
2. By pituitoys an! ferous collections in the 
head. 3. By comp’: ton of the jugular veins. 


— 
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4. By ferous extravafations in 
the ventricles of the brain. 5. By the tranfla- 
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tion to the head of the different excretions, on 
thefe being unnaturally retained in the fyftem. 
6. By narcotics and opiates; and, 7. By fym- 
pathy from other difeafes. | 


In apoplexy from a fanguincous plethora, blood- 
letting is recommenced as almolt the only reme- 
dy to be depended on ; and, in that fpecies of 
the diforder, blifters are never admiflible till con- 
fiderable quantities of biood have been drawn off. 
The third f{pecies of caufes enumerated may 
fometimes, we are teld, though not often, be re- 
moved by a chirurgical operation. Extravafa- 
tions in the ventricles of the brain commonly 
prove fatal, though, in fome inftances, draftic 
purgatives have appeared to be of fervice in fuch 
cafes. Poilonous narcotics are moft effectually 
removed by emetics ; and vinegar, we are told, 
is the beft correétor cf an over-dofe of opium. 
Apoplexy that appears to proceed from any o- 
ther diforder, muft be cured by medicines molt 
proper for the removal of the original difeafe. 
From what has been faid, it would appear, that 
the ufe of bliflers in apoplexy is very limited; 
and they are recommended by our author, in 
fuch cafes only as arife, either from a fuperabun- 
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i dancy of ferum in the conftitution, or irom a 
e : tranflation to the brain of fuch iiumours as ina 
ig 
i ftate of health ought to be excreted. 
a 
- When in palfy a plethoric thate of the 
itt takes place, blifters, our author thinks, can ne- ¥ 
ae ver, with fafcty, be had recourfe to; but, in ali 4 
ie fuch diforders as are conneéted with, or feem to % 
i 
ae depend upon a relaxed fet of fibres, a moiit at- : 
ie j mofphere, or the preience of too much ferum in 
Ir | the fyfem, blifters are then the principal reme- 
if dies to be depended on. They are likewife of 
aT, fervice, too, in fuch fpecies of pally as are pro- 
duced by poifons of different kinds, efpecially thofe ‘ 
of a metallic nature ; but, in thefe cafes, the ule of } 
{trong emetics and purgatives muft always be 
premifed. 


DELIRIUM., 


As our suthor elfewhcre treats of deliriua, 
when conjomed with the putrid and nervous fc- 


vers, his obfervations upon it here are confined 


to the phrenitis and hydrophobia. 


In phrenitis, after plentiful evacuations o: 
Liood, blifters arc much recommended, not, 


however. 
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however, to the head, but to the extremities ; 
: ‘for, as in all fuch cafes, there evidently appears 
to be a great determination to the head, what- 
ever can occafion a derivation to the extremities, 
will moft likely be of fervice ; and this our au- 
thor alledges may, in fome meafure, be cffccted 
by blifters. In real cafes of hydrophobia, no 
remedies whatever can probably be of mucii fer- 
vice; but, as it is of confequence to preferve the 
parts bit by mad aniinals as long open as pofidle, 
blifters for that purpofe are faid to anfwer very 
effectually. 


DOLOR. 


The firft cafe of pain inftanced by our author, 
is headach. Of this complaint he fays there are 
three diftinct fpecics. 1. The idiopathic, pro- 
ceeding from fome fixed caufe in the brain itfell; 
this he coniiders in general as incurable. 2. The 
fymptomatic, proceeding commonly fro:n 
fome diforder in the flomach ; this, he fays, mult 
be cured by emetics, and cther reonedics moft 
proper for the original difeafe. 3. metatta- 
tic, arifing from a tranflation of ferum, or other 
matter, to the head, from different parts of the 
sody. In this fpecies of headach, together with 


2 dilavia, 


7 
: 
| 


@.. 


willl 


306 CUA 


pediluvia, are recommended Diiftc:s both to the 
neck and thighs. 


In ; ains of the ears, attended with purulent os 
ferous difcharges} blifters may frequentiy be of 
ufe ; but, for the removal of pain only, as it com- 
monly, in thefe cafes, proceeds from intamma- 
tion, bloodletting is more warmly recommended. 
In toothach, cur author does not imagine blifters 
can ever be of much fervice; for, when infiam- 
mation is the caufe of the pain, nothing will fo 
effeftually relieve it as bloodietting ; and pain 
from a caries tooth can only be reinoved by ex- 
traction of the tocth itfelf. In rheumatic pains 
of the joints, blifiers, applied to the parts aftec- 
ted, are often known to prove efficacious. In 
fuch pains as are frequently connected with fcur- 
vy, we are cefired never to ufe them, as the 
bliftered parts are very apt to mortify ; but, in 
pains proceeding from a repulfion of feabies, or 
itch, nothing, we are told, proves fo cffcciual. 
A cafe is here ftated of an intenfe pain along the 
arm, which refifted all the ordinary applications, 
and was cured by the application of blifters only, 
after it was fufpected to proceed from the difap- 
pearance ef an inveterate itch. 
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In arthritic pains, whether of the head, breaft, 
or ftomach, blifters, as {timulants, are much re- 
commended by our author, either to the feet, 
or to fuch parts of the extremities as the difeafe 
has formerly been {cated in. 


Such pains as proceed from fome fpecies of 
colic, particularly from the colica pictonum, may, 
we are told, be frequently relieved by the appli- 
cation of blifters to the part affected. 


INFLAMMATIONS. 


A variety of difeafes, attended with topical in- 
flammation, are here enumerated, in which 
blifters are much recommended; particularly, 
ophthalmia, angina, peripneumony, pleurify, in- 
flammatory affections of the diaphragm, {to- 
mach, &c. 


DISEASES OF THE BREAST. — 


Afthma is the diforder firft taken notice of 
under this head. In the moift or humeral 
afthma, blifters are faid to be of ufe, both as e- 
vacuants, and as ferving to derive from the part 
affe€ted, towards the fituation on which they 
are applied. They are not, however, reco:n- 
mended in any other fpecics of the difeafe. In 
coughs, attended with tough vifcid expectora- 
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tion, blifters are advifed to be had recourfe to ; 
but, on no account, ought they to be ufed in 


_ coughs of a more dry nature. In chincough, 


after the ufe of vomits, gentle laxatives, and pec- 
torals, blifters to the back are recommended a3 
ufeful. 


DROPSY. 


Mr de Meza does not imagine that blilters 
can ever be of fervice in any of the encyfted or 
internal {pecies of dropfy ; but they are ufed, he 
fays, with advantage, in. what he terms the. ex- 
ternal hydrocephalus, viz. in fuch watery fwel- 


lings of the head as. are confined to the common 
teguments. In all fuch diforders of the cyes as 


are attended with plentiful fecretions of tears, 
blifters are much recommended by our author. 


CUTANEOUS DISEASES. 


In obftinate cafes of impetigo and {cabies, bli- 
{ters, applied even to the affected parts, have beea 
attended, we are informed, with the greateft ad- 
vantage. A cafe is here related, of a very inve- 
terate inftance of impetigo in a young lady, which, 
after refifting all the vfual remedies, was fyeedily 
cured by the application of a large blifter to the 
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parts principally affe€ted. The bliftered part was 
kept open for about a fortnight, by means of if- 
{ue-ointment ; and the cure was fo complete, 
that no veftige of the difeafe could afterwards be 
obferved. 


FEBRILE DISORDERS. 


Fevers are the laft clafs of difeafes taken no- 
tice of in the treatife before us. In fevers of the 
intermittent kind, except when fymptoms of a 
comatofe nature occur, blifters are very feldom 
faid to be neceflary. Nor are they advifeable in 
the ardent inflammatory fever, till after repeated 
bloodlettings, and other neceflary evacuations. 
In putrid fevers, when ftimulants are requifite, 
blifters are recommended as the moft effectual ; 
in fuch diforders, however, they foinetimes, we 
are told by our author, terminated in mortifica- 


tion. In every ftage of the nervous fever, blifters 


are much extolled by Mr de Meza, not only as 
ftimulants, but as folvents of that vifcid ftate of 
the fluids, on which fuch fevers are by many 
fuppofed to depend. In the meailes, blifters are 
feldom neceflary, excepting with a view to moderate 
the cough, which frequently, towards the end of 
the difeafe, becomes the moft troublefome fym- 


ptom. 
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ptom. Neither are they often thought requifite 

“by Mr de Meza, in the fr pox; ne caks, 
however, of his having frequen 'y fea tien of 
confiderable fervice in the fecondary fever o! the 
confluent kind; and a cafe is related, in which 
blifters applied to the legs produced a very fpeedy 
cure, after the cool regitren had fated, although 
attended to, from the commencement of the dif- 
eafe, with the greateft exactnels. 


VII. 


A Difcourfe upon fome late Improvements of the 
Means for preferving the Health of Mariners, de- 
livered at the anniverfary Meeting of the Royal 
Society, Nov. 30.1776. By Sir John Pringle, 
Baronet, Prefident. Publifbed by their order. 
4to, London 


HE endeavours ufed by Captain Cook, in his 

late voyage round the word, for preferving | 

the health of his failors, were fo remarkably fuc- 
cefsful, as to induce the royai fociety, at their an- 
niverfary meeting in November lait, to confer 
ppon him Sir Godfrey Coptey’s medal ; the fo- 
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ciety having no hefitation in pronouncing Captain 
Cook’s paper on the fubject, the moft deferving 
of any which, for the year, had come before them. 
It was on this occafion, that the prefent difcourfe. 
was delivered, with a view, we are told, of explain- 
ing more fully the means employed by Captain 
Cook, than he himfe'f had leifure to do in his paper 5 
and, asallthe information contained in this dif- 
courfe, was either obtained direétly from the. 
Captain himfelf, or from fome of his moft inti- 
mate friends, fince his departure on his prefent. 
voyage, every circumftance related in it muft 
be confidered, therefore, as exceedingly valuabie. 
Captain Cook failed in his Majefty’s fhip the Re- 
folution, with a company of a hundred and eigh- 
teen men, and performed a voyage of three years 
and eighteen days, throughout all the climates, 
from fifty-two degrees north, to feventy-one de- 
grees fouth, with the lofs of only one man by a 
difeafe ; and even that man, we are informed in 
a note, began fo early to complain of a cough, 
and other confumptive fymptoms, that his lungs 
mutt have been affected before he went abroad. 


In order to fet in a more ftriking point of view 
the advantages of the late improvements for pre- 
ferving the health of mariners, Sir John Pringle — 


here 
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here enumerates fome of the many dreadful ca. 
taftrophes, which, in former times, univerfally 
attended long voyages at fea, and even at fuch 
a late period as the voyage performed by Lord 
Anfon. The confequences of fuch attempts were 
fo lamentable, as to make every reader reflect, 
with regrete, upon the want fea-faring people 
then laboured under with refpect to nautical me- 
dical affiftance ; and in which branch of the art, 
we are now happily poflefled of fuch very ufeful 
experience, that a voyage round the world, 
we are told, may be undertaken with lefs danger 
to health, than a common tour in Europe. 


Before proceeding to enumerate the means 


fallen upon by Captain Cook for preferving the 


health of his failors, we are favoured, by our au- 
thor, with fome obfervations on the nature of 
{curvy ; it being the difeafe to which feamen are 
moft remarkably expofed, and which they, on 
every occafion, fhould guard moft particularly a- 

gainit. 
The feurvy has, by fome, been attributed to 
the coldnefs of tie air, which checks per{piration ; 
and it is faid, therefore, to be the epidemic di- 
{temper of the northern nations, and particularly 
of 


i 
=. 
i 
| “4 
4 
itp ict 
ket 
by 
i 
| 
‘ 
AE 
ii 
. 
i} 
x, 
a 
Pi 
¥ 
’ 
| 
| 
. 


COMMENTARIES. 313 


of thofe around the Baltic. Sir John Pringle, 
however, is of opinion, that, in thefe countries, 
{curvy is produced almoft entirely from the in- 
habitants being forced to live on, falt provifions 
for at leaft one half of the year ; from their ha- 
ving few or no greens nor fruit in the winter, 
little fermented liquors, and living in damp, foul, 
ill-aired houfes. «And that it is not the coldnels 
of.a climate which occafions this difeafe, is ren- 
dered evident, by its being never known among 
the Laplanders, one of the moft northerly nations ; 
thefe people being probably preferved froin it, by 
their not being obliged, at any time, to live up- 
on faited provifions, as they are always plenti- 
fully fupplied with frefh flefh by their rain-deer. 


All the feveral occafional caufes of feurvy, as 
well thofe above mentioned as others, tend great- 
ly to induce a ieptic refolution, cr beginning cor- 
ruption of the whole habit, which our author, in 
a former publication, long ago cndeavoured to 
eltabhih as the immediate caule of the difeafe ; 
and on this point he is {till of the fame opinion. 

le is confirmed in it from a variety of Circun- 


ent es, but, particu! larly, from finding, on exa- 


qnination, that, from whatever in nautical practice 


has either of f old been epproven, oro. late been in- 
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troduced into tiie navy, it appears, that, though 
the means vary in form, and in their mode of o- 
peratine, yet shey ail fome way contribute to- 
war. pi. tnting putrefaction, whether of the air 
in the clofer parts of a fhip, of the meats, of the 
ater, of the cloaths and bedaing, or of the body 
itfelf. | 
The firft thiag taken notice of by Captain Cook 
in his jift of fiores, 3s malt, of which was made 


{weet wort, and g.veu not only to thofe who had 


manifeft fymptoms ci the feurvy, but to fuch alfo 
as were judged to be molt Lavle toit, in the 
quantity of two or three pints a day, to each man, 
or in fuch proportion as the. furgeon thought 


-necefiary, which fometimes amounted to three 


quarts in twenty-four hours. its <ffects were fo 
remarkable as to make it to be confidered by 
Captain Cook, as ene of the belt antifcorbutic fea- 
medicines yet icund out. Our author is of o- 
pinion with Doctor M‘Bride, that it is to the 
fixed air aflorded by the wort, that all its vir- 
tues are to be attributed ; and, in confirmation 
of the theory, mentions fevera! articles which are 
known to contain great quantities of fixed air, 
and which are all efteemed as powerful antifcor- 
butics. Wine, cyder, and other vinous produc- 

tions 
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tions from fruit, as alfo the various kinds of beer, 
are all known to be ufeful in this refpeét, info- 
much, that it is a conftant obfervation, we are in- 
formed, that, in long cruizes, the fcurvy is never 
feen while the {mall beer holds out at fu!l allow- 
ance, but that, when, it is all expended, the dif- 
order foon appears. It were to be wifhed, there- 
fore, our author obferves, that this wholefome 
beverage could be renewed at fea; but our fhips 
afford not fufficient conveniency. The Ruffians, 
however, he informs us, prepare, at fea as well as 
land, a liquor of a middle quality between wort 
and {mall beer, in the follow:ng manner: ‘hey 


take ground malt and rye-meal in a certain pro- 


portion, which they knead into {mall loaves, and 
bake in the oven. ‘Theie they occafionally in- 
fufe in a proper quantity of warm water, which 
begins fo foon to ferment, that, in the {pace of 
twenty-four hours, their beverage is compleated, 
m the production of a fmall, brifk, acidulous li- 
quor, which they call guas, palatable to them- 
felves, and not difagreeable to the tafte of ftran- 
gers. On the authority of the late Dr Mounfey, 
who had the beft opportunities of knowing, we 
are informed, that quas is the common drink, 
both of the fleets and armies of the Ruffian em- 


pire ; 
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pire; that it is particularly good againft fcurvy ;. 
and that, although he had been at pains to inquire 
both at Mofcow and St Peterfburg, to difcover 
fome inftances of the jail-fever, he could not, in 
the ieveral prifons of thefe large cities, (although 
they were full of malefactors), find that fuch 
a diftemper was ever known among them. 
He could difcover no other reafon for the 
healthful condition of thefe men, than the kind 
of diet they ufed, wh'ch was the fame with that. 
of the common people of the country, who not 
being able to purchafe ficih meat, live moftly on 
rye-bread, and drink quas. 


_ From the above information, fays our author, 
it would appear, that rye-meal aflifts both in 
quickening the fermentation, and adding more 
fixed air, fince malt alone could not fo readily 
produce fo acidulous and brifk a liquor. And 
there is little doubt, he thinks, that, whenever. 
the other grains can be brought to a proper de- 
eree of fermention, they will more or lefs in the 
fame way become ufeful. ‘That oats will, he is 
jatished from a piece of intelligence he obtained 
from the Captain of a large fhip of war, who, be- 
ing on acruize, and the fcurvy breaking out a- 


mong his men, put them upon a kind of food 
which 
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which he had, in fome parts of the country, feen 


ufed; and which he thought might be of fervice 
on that occafion. ‘This food in the north is cal- 
led fooins, and is prepared in the following man- 
ner. Some oat-meal is put into a wooden veffel, 
hot water is powered upon it, and the infufion 
continues, till the liquor begins to tafte fourifh, 
that is, tilla fermentation comes on, which, in a 
place moderately warm, may be in the {pace of two 
days. ‘The water is then poured off from the 
grounds, and boiled down to the confiftence of 
a jelly. This he ordered to be made, and dealt 
out in mefles, being firlt fweetened with fugar, 
and featoned with fome priz:-wine he had taken, 
which turned four, yet improved the tafte, and 
made this aliment no lefs palatable than medici- 
nal. Upon this diet chiefly, and abftaining from 
faited meats, the icorbutic fick quite recovered 
on board ; and not in that voyage only, but in all 
his fubfequent cruizes during the late war, with- 
out his being once obliged to fend any of them 
on fhore; becaufe they could not get well at 


fea. 


Although it is probably to the fixed air, con- 
tained in fruits, greens, and fermented liquors, 
that their efficacy in fcurvy is in a great meafure 
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to be attributed; yet the acid which enters their 
feveral compofitions, is by our author inagined 
) If it be ob- 
jetted to this, that the mineral acids, which con- 


to have no inconfiderable influence. 


tain little nor no fixed air, have becn tried in 
{curvy with little fucce{S, he anfwers, that, in thofe 
trials, they have never been fufficient!y d luted, the 
elixir of vitriol being commonly given in fuch fnall 
quantities of water, that it is not probable fuch 
an auftere drink can ever get beyond the fir paf- 
fages, confidering the delicate fenfibility of the 
mouths o! the lacteals He therefore propofes, 
that, ona deficiency of malt at fea, fucts men as 
are threatened with fcurvy, fhoul be ordered to 
drink three quarts of water in the day, acivulated 
in the proportion of ten drops of fpirit of fait to 
to each quart, or of thirteen drops oi weak fpirit 
of vitriol to the fame meafure. ( aptain Cook, 
when fpeaking of the eff: dts of the rob of le- 
mons in fcurvy, does not fay much in its favours ; 
owing, as our author conjectures, to his having 
been defired to pive it out in fuch finali quan. 
titics as could not readily produce any good ef. 

fects. | 
The wort and acid juices were only difpenfed 
as medicines, but the next article was of more 
extenfivg 
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extenfive ufe, viz. the four kraut, (four cabbage) 
a difh of univerfal requeft in Germany. ‘lhe 
acidity is acquired by its fpontaneous fermenta- 
tion, and it was the four tafte which made it the 
more acceptable to all who eatit. To its farther 
recommendation, it may be added, that it held 
out good to the laft of the voyage. 


Portable foup is another article of which Captain 
Cook availed himfelf not a little. This concen- 
trated broth being freed from all fat, and having, 
by long boiling, evaporated the moft putrefcent 
parts of the meat, is reduced to the confiltence of 
a glue, which in effcét it is, and will, like other 
glues, ina dry piace, keep found for years toge- 
ther. It hath been faid, that broths turn four 
on keeping, though made without any vegetable. 
Now, whether any acid be thus formed, may be 
a queftion. Our author, however, is inclined to 
think, that the gelatinous parts of animal fub- 
ftances, fuch as compofe thefe cakes, are not of 
a nature much difpofed to putrify. But, how, 
ever that may be, fince Captain Cook obferves, 
that this foup was the means of making his peo- 
ple eat a greater quantity of greens than they o- 
therwife would have doue, in fo far, fays he, we 
mutt allow it to have been virtually antifeptic, 

So 
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So much for thofe articles, which of late have 
been fupplied to all the King’s fhips on long voy- 
ages, and in which, therefore, Captain Cook 
claims no other merit than the prudent difpen- 
fation of thein; but the following regulations, 
being either wholly rew, or improven hints, 
from fome of his experienced friends, he may 
iuftly appropriate to himfcif, 

Firft, then, he put his people at three watches 
inftead of two, which is tiie general practice at fea) 
that is, he divided the whole crew into three com- 
panies, and, by putt:. ¢ each company upon the 
watch by truns, four hours at a time, every man 
had eight hours free, for four of Guty: Where- 
as at watch ana wach, the half of the men be- 
ing upon Cuty at once, with returis of it every 
four hours, they can have but broken flecps, and, 
when expoied to wet, they have not time to get 
dry before thcy lie cown. In the torrid zone, 
the men were fhaded from the feorching heat of 


the fun by a covering over the deck ; and when 


under the antardtic circie, a coat was provided 
for each man, of » fu ftantial woolen fluff, with 
the addition of a hood jor covering their heads. 
This garb, terned by the failors, their Magellan 
jacket, was jound very comfortable for working 
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in rain and fnow, and among the broken ice in 
the high latitudes of the fouth. The greatett 
attention was paid to cleanlinefs ; the fhip’s com- 
pany, one morning in the week, paffed in review 
before the Captain, who faw that every man 
had changed his linen, and was, in other refpects, 
as clean and neat as circumftances would per 
mit. 


It is now well known to feamen, of what confe- 
quence it is to have the hammocks and bedding 
kept as dry and well-aired as poffible, infomuch 
that every fair day, they are commonly ordered 
upon deck. In the voyuge performed by Cap- 
tain Cook, they were not only on fuch days 
brought upon deck, but every bundle was un- 
lafhed, and fo fpread out, that all the parts of it 
w ere expoled to the air. 


With a view to purify the fhip itfelf, attention 
was not only given to wath and fcrape the decks 
regularly, as is ufually cone, but every part bes 
low deck was kept {weet by means of portable 


fires. Some wood being put into a proper ftove 


or grate, is lighted, and carried fuccetlively from 
one part of the fhip to another ; care being ta- 
ken to retain it fo long in each apartment, as 
feems neceflary for Criving out the fou! air, and 

3 occafionig 


t 


occafioning an adiniflion of a frefh atmofphere. 
Thefe fires, it is apprehended, might be of ufe by 
the acid fteams afforded from the wood, which 


would, probab:y in fome degree, act as an antifep- 
tic; but the moft obvious advantage accruing 
from them, was their drying up the moifture in 
thofe places where there was the leaft circulation 


of air. Whilft the fires were burning, fome men 
were employed in rubbing hard, with canvas 


or oakum, every part of the infide of the thip that 
was damp aid acceflible. Even the fink or well, 
which, from the mephitic vapours contained in 
it, has often proved fatal to failors, was not only 
rendered fafe but fweet, by means of an iron pot 
filled with fire, and let down to burn in it. 


The credit of Dr Hales’s ventilator not 
being as yet thoroughly eftablifhed in the navy, 
it was not had recourfe to by Captain Cook ; 
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the wind-/uils, however, were ufed ; and on fome 


occafions, were moft ferviceable, particularly be- 
tween the tropics. ‘hey have th’s d:fadvantage, 


however, that, in liard gales of wind, they cannot 
be put up, and in dead calms, when they are 
moft wanted, they have no fort of influence. 


J 


Captain Cook, we are informed, was fo lucky 
as to be plentifully fupplied with a very material 
article, 
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article, viz. frefh water, during the whole voyage. 
He was not without an apparatus for diftilling 
fea-water ; and, though he could not obtain 
nearly fo much as was expected from the inven- 
tion, yet he fometimes availed himfelf of it. 
Within the fouthern tropic, in the pacific ocean, 
he found fo many iflands well ftored with fprings, 
that he was never without a fufficiency of frefh 
water for every purpofe ; and fo anxious was he 
to have his water quite fweet, that, whenever an 
opportunity offered, he emptied what he had ta- 
ken in but a few days before, and filled his cafks 
anew. In pafling from the Cape of Good Hope 
to New-Zeeland, in the frozen zone of the 
fouth, four months were taken up ; and, although 
land was not feen for all that time, yet there was 
always the greateft plenty of frefh water to be 
got. Thefe very fhoals and floating mountains 
of ice among which the fhip fteered, were the 
means of giving a plentiful fupply of what was 
moft wanted. It had been faid that thofe ftu- 
penduous maffles of ice, calicd mountains, melted 
into frefh water ; though (rantz, the relator of 
that paradox, doth not imagine they originate 
from the fea; but that they are firft formed in 
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the great rivers of the north, and being carried 
down into the ocean, are afterwards increafed to 
that enormous height, by the fnow that falls upon 


them. But, that all frozen fea-water would 
thaw into frefh, had either never been afferted, 


or had met with little credit. This is certain, 
that Captain Cook expected no fuch tranfinuta- 
tion, and therefore was agreeably furprifed to 
find he had one difficulty lefs to encounter, that 
of preferving the health of his men fo long on 
falt provifions, with a fcanty allowance of corrupt- 
ed water, or what he could procure by diftilla- 
tion. ‘The melted ice of the fea, was not only 
fweet, but foft, and fo wholfome as to fhew, a- 
mong numerous other inftances, the fallacy of 
human reafon unfupported by experiments. An 
ancient of great authority had affigned, from 
theory, bad qualities to melted fnow; and, from 
that period to the prefent times, this prejudice 
bad not been quite removed. 


In this circumnavigation we are informed, that, 
amic''t fleets and falls of fnow, fogs, and much 
1a: moift weather, the Refolution enjoyed the fame 
good ftate of health fhe had done in the tempe- 
if rate and torrid zones. It appears only, from the 
if furgeon’s 
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furgeon’s journal, that, towards the end of the firft 
courfe, viz. between the Cape of Good Hope 
and New-Zeeland, fone of the crew began to 
complain of fcurvy ; but the difeafe made little 
progrefs, except in. 0 ¢, who had beco uc early 
an invalid from another caufe. 


‘We cannot conclude this account without 
taking notice of the juftly merited encomiums, 
which, throughout the whole, Sir John Pringle 
has frequently occafion to pay to Mr Patten, 
the furgeon of the Refolution. His care, at- 
tention, and knowledge in his profeffion, had 
unqueftionably no inconfiderable fhare in ac- 
complifhing an event which, when compared with 
tranfactions of a fimilar nature, of but recent date, 
may juftly be reckoned even miracu‘ous, ‘lhat 
‘a company of near one hundred and twenty men, 
engaged for above three years in a voyage through 
every climate, fhould, during all that pcriod, du- 
ring all thefe expofures to the caufes of morbid 
affections, have loft only one man by difeafe, is 


an event, which has never occurred, and probably 
will never hereafter be equalled, 


SECT, 
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| 
Medical Obfervations. 
I. 
The Hiftory of a Cafe of Hieranofos fuccefsfully 
| i treated by the Flowers of Zinc. By Dr Wil- 
liam White, Phyfician at York. 
| RS S. a lady of about 42 years of age, 
lufty, and, to appearance, of a very 


healthy habit, fent to defire my affiftance, and 
gave me the following account of herfelf. She 
always had a very weak fyftem of nerves; any 
fudden furprife will render her fpeechlefs for an 
hour or two, as I myfelf have feen. An emetic, 
which fhe is very often neceflitated to take on 
account of violent naufeas and vertigo, which on- 
ly give way after quitting a great quantity of 
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phlegm from her ftomach, always had that ef- 
fe&t. As fhe could not live wthout frequent e- 


-metics, and, at the fame time, dreaded their 


conftant effet, fhe defired me to try fome medi- 
cine of another kind ; at length 1 found that the 
acetuin {cilliticum had a happy eff é&. She often 
takes it, and it is never followed by any degree of 
aphonia. Such is the peculiarity of this lady’s 
conftitution, that the gum guaiacum, in whatever 
form, always is followed by lofs of fight for fome 
hours, by which effe& fhe unerringly knows 
when it has been given her, however difguifed. 


She had good health till the eleventh year of 


her age, and was then taken with the chorea 


fandti viti, which held her a long time. About 


fixteen fhe was feized with the hieranofos, which, 
notwith{tanding the advice of three phyficians at 
home, and many elfewhere, continued inceflantly 
for three years. She was then reduced to an ex- 
treme degree of weaknefs, and paft any hopes of 
recovery, her diforder being fo fingular, as te 
terrify her friends, who defired her death, as the 
only releafe from her fufferings. 


All the clafs of nervous medicines were 
repeatedly tried, mufk, opium, caftor, cam- 
phor, valerian, the cortex, chalybeates, cold 


and 
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i and hot bathirg, &c. A ptyalifm was raifed with 
1 calomel, without any effect. Iffues were cut in 


both legs and arms ; blifters alone gave her relief, 
and that only for a fhort time, during the ferous 
difcharge. After three years the difeafe gradu- 
ally abated, by taking fome pills of Ward’s. I 
have feen her feveral times affected with it in a 
flight degree for a few hours, after any thing 
which hurries her fpirits. This fhe patiently fuf- 
Lf fered, as every thing had been done which me- 
hid dicine could afford her. 


Hal In November fhe began to be much worfe 
iE than ufual; and, from what fhe could recollect 
an! of her former fufferings, thought fhe was going 
quickly to be as bad as in her firft attack; fend- 
ing for me, I obferved as follows. 


Complains of a violent pain in the right fide 


of her face, and univerfal erratic pains and fore- 
nefs. A fcorching heat all over the fkin, except 
her feet up to the ancles, which are as cold as 
marble. Pulfe not quickened, but full; mouth 
dry, but no great thirft ; body coftive, which is 
yndeed her natural habit, fo as to oblige her to 
the trequent ufe of magnefia. Itegular as to the 
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menfes, the return of which fhe expeéts in five or 
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fix days. Appetite good, rather voracious ; but 
her fpirits are always low after a full meal, efpe- 
cially dinner. Has a violent pain in the loins, 
which often fh:fts into firft one hip, then the o- 
ther; the leg of which fide is then aff-&ted with 
itupor and nu-nbnefs, fo that fhe drags it after in 
walking. Faulters in her fpeech at times, but 
this continues not long. 


Allthe mufcles in her body in {trong convulfive 
motions, not all at the fame time, but fucceflivcly ; 
e. g. her face is violent'y affected,* nofe, eyelids, 
&c. and her whole head, which is thrown violeiit- | 
ly backward, and often twitched from one fide 
to the other, with violent pain. From hence it 
removes into the arms, firft one, then the other ; 
thefe being deferted, one, or both legs immedi- 
ately become convulfed with violent and inceflant 
motions. ‘Thus, all the external parts of her body 
are, by turns, affccted. 


She is ail the time perfeély fenfible, and knows 
what limb is going to be next affected, by a fen- 
fation of fometh ng running into it from the 
part already convulfed, which fhe cannot defcribe 
in words ; but fhe has frequently told me the part 
going to be affected, which | always found to be 

true, 
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true; though the tranfition is furprifingly quick, 
A flight preffure upon the part gives eafe, per- 
haps by giving tenfion to the niufcies; but, at- 
tempting once to hold her head tight, fhe told 
me fhe could not bear it, as ii increafed her 
pains, which might arife from forcibly prevent- 
ing the free'contrations of the convulfed mufcles. 
She is eafieft in a prone pofture. Such has 
been her fituation upwards of 48 hours, with 
f{carce a moment’s reiniflion, by which fhe coin- 
plains of great and univerfal forenefs. No words 
can convey an adequate idea of her odd appear- 
ance ; and I do not in the leaft wonder that, in 
the times of ignorance and fuperftition, fuch dif- 
eafes were afcribed to fupernatural caufes and the 
agency of demcns. 


As fhe had formerly, in a fimilar fituation, ta- 
ken fo many powerful! medicines without fuccefs, 
T own, had not the zinc occurred to me, | fhould 
have defpaired of trying them again ; but, as fhe 
was defirous of taking any thing prefcribed, I 
ordered a blifter ad nucham, et florum zinci, gr. 
i. in a pill, twice a day, wafhed down with a cor, 
dial julep. This was on the 28th of November. 


29. Blifter has difcharged greatly; pulfe lefs 
full; no convulfions this morning ; complains 
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of a numbnefs in the right cheek, where her pain 
was ; pain in her loins eafier; no numbnefs in 
either leg ; fpirits good this morning. She 
doubled the dofe of her pi'Is this day. 

30. Had fome flight twitchings in the night, 
but of fhort continuance ; none th’s morning 5 
feels not the leaft fen‘ble effe& from the pills ; 
{carce any fleep the two laft nights; feet quite 
warm; pulfe natural; an itching, but no fcorch- 
ing heat in the fkin; has taken fome magnefia, 
fum. pil. 11. ter die. 

December 1. Has had a good night ; no con- 
vulfions fince | faw her yefter:ay ; no percep- 
tible effects from: her pills; in other refpeéts, as 
before. ‘look nine pills this day. 

2. No complaint fince yefterday; blifter al- 
moft healed. Sum. pil, iv. ter die. 


5- On a journey, did not fee my patient. 


4. No return of the fpafms fince I faw her laft ; 
complains of ficknefs and headach, to which fhe 
is very fubje&t, for which I ordered her to take 
an emetic of acet. fcillit. in the evening. 


_ 6. Difcharged much phleg, by the puke, as 
ufual ; nerves quite firm to-day, and is in all re- 
{pects in good health. Medicines difcontirued. 


Singular 


Mea —s 
) 


I. 


Singular Effects from a fight wound in the Thigh. 
By Dr Wilham at Hawick, 
Roxburgh-hhire. 


man about thirty years of age, a mafon by 
trade, cleaving a piece of wood witha 

blunt hatchet, it fl pt off, and made a wound a- 
bout two inches above the knee, an inch and 
half in length, not much deeper than the fkin. 
He was then ten or twelve miles from home, but 
was carried to his own houfe next day, when I 
was called to vift him. The wound had bled 
but litt!e, and was attended with no great pain ; 
I drefied it with dry creffing, and a poultice of 
bread and milk was put over it. Every thing 
fecmed to go on very well, and in five days he 
went again to work; but, in the afternoon, a 
deal in the fcaflola gave way, and that leg, which 
had before keen wounded, was fprained. This 
brought on a great pain and inflammation on the 
knee, wich increated daily ; but, upon the appli- 
cation of poultices and tomentations, the pain aba- 
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ted. It ftill, however, at times, returned, and 
began to difcharge a great quantity of tuin mat- 
ter, like whey, fo as to go through many cloths, 
as likewile the bed-cloaths, fometimes down to 
the floor, When | probed the wound, there was 
a finus, about three inches above the wound, al- 
moft all round, except a {mal] fpace in the under 
part, but no deeper than juft below the fkin, 
which contained tie matter. Whenthe difcharge 
at any time ftopped, the moft excruciating pains 
run all round the knee, till it empiied itfclfto the 
degree already defcribid. ‘Lhe pain generally 
returned in the afternoon, with great violence, 
and continued till it was relieved by a free dif- 
charge in the morning. In that condition he 


continued for fifteen days, when another phyfi- 
cian was called, who advifed that a large incifion 


fhould be made. However, that night I vifited 
him, and ordered three ca!ome! bolufes, for three 
nights fucceffively, and a dofe of fa'ts and fenna 
the fourth day. Thefe had furprifing effects; 
for, upcn taking the firft bolus, the pein abated, 
and the {welling of the knee and leg, which was 
great before, every day diminifhed ; upon taking 
the purgative, the difcharge from the wound 
dricd up. | repeated the bolus and phyfic every 
VoL. IV. week, 
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week, for three weeks together. In a fortiight 
after he went to work, and now is in perfect 
health. Every bolus opered him, and brought 
off foetid ftuff; and, upon taking the phyfic, the 
finell was fo ftrongly foetid, that every ftool was 
obliged to be carried out, otherwife no one could 
ftay inthe room. Every time the bolufes and 


phyfic were taken, more or lefs of that ftuff was 
difcharged. 


a 


Fatty Subftances voided by Stool. By Dr William 
Scott, Phyfician, Hawick. 


Servant girl, about four or five and twenty 
A years of age, afte ‘t working hard, in warm 
weather, cutting down corn, was feized with a 
pain in her ftomach, loathing of food, obftruéticn 
of the menfes, colics, and pains from flatulency. 
As the colics frequently feized her, injections, a- 
nodynes, and facred elixir were adminiftred. Af- 
ter that I gave vomits, and rhubarb bolufes, with 
calomel. Upon taking two or three of thefe, 
the 
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fhe began to void, by ftool, fatty fubftances, in 
great numbers, about the fize of nuts, beans, 
peafe, &c. When thefe were thrown into the 
fire they burnt like tallow, which they, in every 
refpeét, refembled. After pzffing thefe in fmall 
quantities for three weeks, fhe got clear of all her 
complaints, and has now continued in very good 
health for thefe feveral years. 


IV. 


Obfervations on Venereal Warts. By Mr William 
Deafe, Surgeon, Dublin. 


MONG the many obftinate complaints — 
/ that accompany venereal infections, : do 
not know any more hard, fometimes, to remove, 
than venereal warts, fo as not to appear again ; 
nor do J know any cafe in which the pertifting 
too long in a courfe of mercuria!s is attended 


with worfe confequences ; of which the foliowing 
cafes are {trong exainples, 


I, A young gentleman, fometime in 1772, 
contracted a clap, for which, I believe, he under- 
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went no regular treatment. Three months af- 
ter, hé came to me for advice about an abfcefs on 
the verge of the anus. He toid me, that, before 
it appeared, he had a fwelling in the groin, which 
went back. Asthe abfcefs was full of matter, I 
opened it, and finding the re€tum thin and bare, 
I fiinply divided it. Every thing went on well; 
after the fuppuration was compleatly formed, as 
there was a {trong prefumption he was poxed, I 


advifed him to rub in a dram of mercurial oint- 
ment evcry fecond night; but with this he would 
not comply ; fo ] put him ona courfe of the mer- 
curial pill, with a decoction of farfaparilla. In 
three weeks he feemed quite well; but then he 
fhewed me, for the firft time, thrce or four warts 
he had behind the glans penis. I rubbed them 


down with lunar cauftic, and enjoined him to ufe, 
at leaft for three wecks more, the pills and decoc- 


tion. ‘The warts difappeared, as he followed my 
advice; and, after that, he went into the country, 


where he foon recovered his former robut habit 
of body. 


Four months after, he came to me, and fhewed 
me the warts grown again; but faid he never en- 
joyed better health, and would take no medicine, 


but begged I would give him fome cauftic, which 
i 


om 


| 
; | 

$4 

Al 

we: 

? 

Tt 

| 

| 

| 

sf 
4 
} 
1 

A 
itt 

| 

| AB 

| 

ie 


COMMENTARITES. 337 


I did; and thereby he occafionally took them 
down, and continued, in perfect health for a year, 
from the time I firft had the care of him, But 
then another abfcefs, on the other fide of the anus, 
fimilar to the firft, appeared, which I opened in 
the fa :.e manner | had done before. 


Another gentleman of the profcflion was now 
called in, and, in confultation, was of opinion 
the patient was ftill poxed, and that it was ab- 
folutely neceffary he fhould be falivated. I urged, 
that, though there was a ;robability it might be 
fo, yet, as I had often feen warts remain after re- 
peated falivations, when it might be prefumed 
the virus was fubdued, and the complaint but !o- 
cal; and, as our patient had, at prefent, a dry 
hufky cough and hoarfenefs, it would be better 
to treat him in 2 more gentle manner, and wait 
the effect. This advice was not received, and 
his friends put hem under the care of the other 
gentleman, who reinoved him toa nurickeeper’s, 
where he had him nine wecks in a falivation. 
His fore foon healed, but the warts remained un- 
altered ; his ftrength was much exhaufted, and, 
the laft week, he began to {pit blood. It was now 
found, altho’ too late, that mercurials would not 
do ; and, as the laft refource, he was fent to 
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Wicklow, it being the beginning of May, to drink 
goats whey ; but fpitting of pus foon fucceeded 
to that of blood, attended with a conftant pain 
in the breaft, colliquative fweats, purgings at 
times, &c. ‘Three weeks before he died, | faw 
him, anc: he fhewed me the warts {till unchanged. 


He died, to the laft degree confumptive, in Au- 


_ IE. In 1772, A young man, about twenty-one 
or twenty-two, in company with fome other 
young men, being all drunk, lay with a common 
proftitute. They were all difeafed in confe- 
quence. He had a troublefome heat in making 
urine, but no running, and foon after a number 
ot warts appeared on the glans, and behind it. 
He went from one praé¢titioner to another, in the 
country, and took a variety of mercurials, with- 
out any alteration, but when he took them down 
by cauftic; which produced but a temporary 
effect, as they foon fprung up afrefh. He at laft 
came up to Dublin to have my advice: He had 
now been for a year difeafed, and never had any 
other venereal appearance ; his conftitution feem- 

ed only affected by the great quantity of medi- 
cine he had taken. 
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As there feemed to be no doubt of his being 
poxed, the different treatments he underwent, 
having been by no means regular, I advifed him 
to ftay under my care for fome time, to which 
he confented. I began with bleeding and gentle 
purging ; and put him on a foft mild diet, &c. 
and made him take the warm bath. After 
twelve days preparation, during which time he 
bathed twelve times, 1 began with the mercurial 
frictions, ufing only a dram of ointment each 
time ; and he continued them fo as not to let the 
mercury affect his mouth; he left the warts 
without any application, and waited the event. 
ln fix weeks, not finding them likely to go off, 
I rubbed them with the lunar cauftic; but ina 
little time they grew up as big as ever. I then 
had recourfe to the lapis infernalis, and made the 
whole interior part of the prepuce, and exterior 
of the gldns flough off; but ftill they grew up 
again ; and, after he had been under my care for 
ten weeks, dufing which time he rubbed in five 
ounces of ointment, the two laft of which made 
him fpit, to fee the eiiect, 1 was obliged to feud 
him intro the country, in danger of a hectic, 
the warts being as large as ever. 

With 
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W'th goats whey, anda milk diet, he recover- 
ed ‘na fhort time; but the uneafinefs of inind he 
fuffered, made him apply to praétitioners in the 
country, when he took, as he told me, a vaft 
quantity of pills, &c. came upto Dublin 
once more, after being ten months in the coun: 
try ; It wasin June, and he was iouchin the fame 
fituation as when I firft faw him, affe@ted with 
no oth.r co: plait but the warts. In cosfu'ta- 
tion with two gertiemen of the profeflion, it was 
agreed he fhould pa'‘s, after the neceflary prcpara- 
tions, through a courf: of fiiétions, which was 
continued for cight weeks without having much 
effect on his mouth. What mon encouraged us 
was, that the tirft weeks, the warts feemed 
to wither and crep ofl, but, in the latter end, 
grew up a froth. We tried every kind of ef- 
carotic, flrong and weak, thcle mentioned in the 
Medical Oblervations, mercurial purges, &c. to 
no purpole. At length we left them off, and put 
hin on the extract of cicuta, and alight deco@ion 
of bark. 


He now began, after four months from the 
time he came up to town, to grow weak, fweat 
at mght. and fpit fome blood. He was very 
much emaciated, and loft his appetite, his legs 
fwelled, and his puife was extremely quick. Re- 
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courfe was had in vain toaffes mi‘k, Setzer wa- 
ter, Peruvian bark, &c. He went, in Octobet 
1774, to the courtry, and died in December fol- 
lowing, confumptive, the warts remaining aslarge 


as ever. The lungs in both thefe patients feem- 
ed to be the parts chiefly affected. 


IlI. A coachman, after fome claps, not re- 
gularly treated, had warts behind the glans, and 
at the opening of the meatus urinarius. He 
applied to me at St Nicholas’s Hofpital, in 1770, 
where he was twice falivated that year, and took 
a variety of medicines ; he had them often con- 
fumed by cauftic; but ftill they are at prefent, — 
1776, as big as they were when 1 faw them firft. 
He rubs them down, from time to time, with 


lunar cauftic, is robuft and ftrong, enjoys excel- 
lent health, has been married thefe four years, 
and has had three healthy children. The mo- 
ther had never the leaft complaint, and he has ta- 
ken no kind of medicine fince the firft year. 
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Medical News. 
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Y R CruixsHank of London, in a letter to 
Dr Duncan, communicates the following 
obfervations. 

¢I defcribed at leCtures, a few days ago, a dil- 


eafe which is not unfrequent here ; and, at the 
fame time, gave the method of cure, as propofed 
by Mr Hunter. On converfing afterwards, with 
fome of the gentlemen from Edinbugh, who do 
us the honour of attending in Wind-mill ftreet, 
I underftood it was new to them. I imagine; 
therefore, that an account of it, through the me- 
dium of your Commentary, may not be unac- 
ceptable to the public. | 


It fometimes happens, that pieces of cartilage, 
or bone covered by cartilage, are found loofe in 
the 
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the cavity of the joint of the knee. Thefe are 
of different fizes. Some of them I have fcen, 
were as large as common garden beans. They 
are generally flat, oblong, having their edges 
rounded. It is feldom we find more than one 
of thefe loofe cartilages in a joint; Lhave fome 
times, however, feen two. I formerly confidered 
them as belonging to the patella; and that, like the 
offa triquetra in the {cull, they owed their origin 
to diftinG points of offification. My having fince 
found one entirely cartilaginous, and another, 
which, though bone covered by cartilage, was 
formed on the lower end of the femur, has con- 
vinced ine | was wrong. In the laft mentioned 
cafe, there was a cavity in the lower end of the 
femur, correfponding to the loofe bone, fhowing 
that they had been connected with one another ; 
though, as both furfaces were nearly fmooth, the 
manner of their connection was not evident. I 
fhould fuppofe that, during their growing, thefe 
cartilages and benes are conne¢ted to the neigh- 
bouring parts by veffels ; and that, when either 
their determined growth is finifhed, or their 
fize is too large for the eafy motion of the 
joint, they become loofe. When they become 


loole, the fynovia, trom the irritation they induce, 
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is fecreted in greater quantity ; the capfular liga- 
ment becomes diftendea ; the knee appears {wel- 
led ; a degree of ftiffnefs takes place in the mo- 
tion of the joint, with more or lefs of exte na. in- 
flammation. There is alfo the diftin& feel of a 
fluid underneath; and the loofe bit of cartilage 
gets frequently above the condyles of the feimur, 
on the out or infi¢e of the knee, and may be laid 
hold of with the thumb and finger through the 
integuments. Ihave a recent cafe juft now in 
my eye, and have daily an opportunity of feel- 
ing one of thefe cartilages in the living fubjeét. 


‘When the patient has wa'ked much, the fynovia 


is fenfibly increafed, and on remaining more quiet, 
for two or three days, is as fenfibly dimini- 
fhed. The bits of cartilage (for the patient tells 
me he fometimes feels a fmaller one than that 
which I have fe!r) mean while, lic either in the 
centre of the joint, and confequently out of the 
reach of being teit, or on the outtide or infide 
of the condy-.es of the femur, where they may be 
eafi:y laid hold of, aud worked between the fin- 
gers from the lower to the upper part of the 
joint. The patient has obferved thefe cartilages. 
for fome months paft, during which time, they 
have never produced any very great inconveni- 

ence, 
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ence, or confined him tothe houfe. The fym- 
ptoms, however, are not always fo mild, and an 
operation becomes frequently neceffary. Much 
feems to depend on the furgeon, whether this 
operation fhall be a dangerous one or not. 

Mr Hunter recommends the removing them by 
incifion ; but thinks the particular fpot where the 
operation is to be performed, as well as the man- 
ner of operating, deferve the greateft attention. 
There is a part within the cavity of tHe joint of 
the knee, which recvives the bafis of the patella, 
during the extenfion of the leg. It partakes 
more of the nature of cellular membrane, than 
capfular ligament, and lies under the lower ex- 


tremities of the vafti and crureus mufcles, be- 
fore they are inferted into the patella. Mr Hun- 
ter propofes to lay hold of the cartilage or bone, 
and cut down upon them, at this place; the in- 
cifion, he thinks, fhould be no larger than juft 


: to allow of their being cafily thruft out. A ftitch’ 
or two is then to be pafled through the divided 


means, are to be brought together. Thefe 


f integuments, and the lips of the wound, by thefe 
| ftitches, however, muft not pafs into the cavity 


of the joint ;_ inftead of uniting the parts in this 
cafe, they would act as fetons, and produce inflam. 
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mation, in place of preventing it. To be con, 
vinced of this laft affertion, he fays, one needs on- 
ly to be put in mind of the introduction of a fe- 
ton into the tunica vaginalis teftis, for the radi- 
cal cure of the hydrocele. The aim of the fur-. 
geon, then, is, if poflible, to heal the wound by 
the firft intention. A piece of fticking plafter, 
with proper bandage, and pofition of the joint, 
may even make ftitches in the integuments un- 
neceflary.* Mr Hunter recolle&ts fix or feven 
cafes, in which thefe cart'lages were removed by 
excifion, though not juft in the manner recom- 
mendec. All of thefe, excepting one, did well. 
The operation in ths one was attended with 
great inflammation, and followed by an anchylofis 
of the joint. I have been told of two cafes, 
which came under the care of a furgeon in the 
country, within thefe few months, and which 
ter: inated ill. Whether this want of fuccefs, 
was owing to fome overfight in the operator, or. 
to the operation itfelf, 1 have not been abie to 
learn. ‘There are conftitutions where any 
wound, much more a penetrating wound into 
the cavity of the joint of the knee, will be attend- 
ed with danger. 


The circumftances which the operator has mo 
to avoid, Mr Hunter aflerts, is the expofing the 
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favity of the joint to much; the lacerating or 
brnifing of the capfular ligament; the not pro- 
per'y clofing the orifice in the integuments ; or 
the enploying a blunt or dirty inftrument in the 
dividing the. All,or any of thefe circumitances, 
he thinks, will produce inflammation of the joint, 
and render the operation exceedingly dangerous. 
But, in tolerab'y found conftitutions, the opera- 
tion now recoinmended, performed with the ne- 
ceflary precautions, he is convinced, is as fafe 
a one as molt operations in furgery. 
; When the cavity of the joint has inflamed, the dan- 
ger, he owns,is very great. Ligament and cartilage, 
the fub{tances compofing joints, have fewer veffels 
than any other parts, perhaps, of an animal body; 
they inflame, fuppurate, or go through the ufual 
proceffes of parts under irritation, w:th greater 
difficulty ; and, when they have gone through 
them, the confequences are generaily deftructive 
of the ordinary intentions of thefe proceffes ; the 
joint anchylofes, and is deftroyed inftead of being 
recovered. The irritation, meanwhile, attending 
fuch fruitlefs proceffes, generally proves fatal. 
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The following gentlemen have been lately na- 
med foreign members of the Royal Society of 
medicine eftablifhed in the courfe of the laft 
year by an order of council at Paris. 


Tranflation of part of a letter from Dr de Lim- 
bourg, F. R.5. phyfician: at the Spaw, to Dr 
Simmons. 


“The Vienna prieft you mention, feems to 
be the fame who has made fo much noife in 
other parts of Germany, particularly at Elwan- 


* * 


Sir John Pringle Bart. Med. Reg. 
Sir Ciitton Wintringham Bart. Med. Reg. 
Sir George Baker Bart. Med. Keg. 
William Cullen, Med. Iteg. 

John Fothergill, M. D. 

Thomas Glafs, M. D. 

Henry Quin, M. D. 

George Cleghorn, M, D. 

James Lind, M. D.. 

David Macbride, M. D. 

Thomas Percival, M. D. 

Samuel Foart Simmons, M. D. 
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gen. His name is Gefner. I had a iong corre- 
{fpondence concerningihim with a man of lcarning 
and diftinguifhed repuiation, who is fir phyh- 
cian to an Elector, and very far frov1 being cre- 
dulous on any other occafion, yet fo irmiy per- 
fuaded of the reality of the curate Gelner’s 
miracles, that he was at length fomewnat 
piqued at my want of Path. ‘Dhe celebrated 
De Haen fided with Gefner, and pubidhcd, 
a work, De Miraculis, which was iuppeeil.d, 
and much has been faid of him in cii- 


ferent journals; but this archiater gave ine 


an account of fome wonderful facts, which 
have appeared in none of thofe publications, 
and of which he himfcif was witnefs, with 
feveral others, (phyficians and divines) of 
different religions, who were aflembled for 
this purpcfe by order of the Elector of 
Bavaria. Gefner, placing his right hand on 
the forehead, and the left on the occiput, 
in the name of Jefus commanded epilepti- 
cal patients to be attacked with their fits, 
and hyfterical patients to have fudden convul- 
fions, with, or without delirium, cries, laughter, 
&c. or he would command fainting, or St 
Vou. IV. Aa Vitus’s 
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Vitus’s dance ; and in all thefe things he was in- 
{tantly obeyed, and the moment he faid, * Get 
‘up, they were cured. I ventured to fuppofe, 
that thefe tricks were fimilar to thofe which made 
fo much noife at the deacon’s tomb at Paris for- 
merly, and I pleaded the effeéts of fear, credulity, 
&c, on the imagination of thofe people; but my 
arguments were not fufficient to convince the 
learned Archiater, who attefted to me the cure of 
more than three thoufand patients in this way. 
But the affair ended by the curate’s being forbid- 
cen to perform any more of his miracles in Ger- 
i many ; and for fome time paft 1 have heard no- 
thing of him.” 


Extract of a letter from Dr Simmons to Dr 
Duncan. 

‘¢ In my way to the German Spa laft year, I 
vifited the prior of the Englith Dominican con- 
vent at Louvain, who is famous for his {kill in the 
management of bees. This ingenious friar, who 
is every day making fome curious experiments 
on this fubjec&t, has difcovered, that the pure ho- 
ney we have been ufed to procure from Nar- 
bonne, Spain, and Minorca, is to be met with in 
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every country. It is frequently collected by the 
bees after gentle fhowers, and when the hops (of 
which there are confiderable plantations in the 
Aufirian Netherlands) are covered with honey- 
dew, he never fails toiind it in the hive, and then 
he cuts cut the part of the comb in which it is 
depofited. ‘he bad effects of the honey-dew 
are well known to my countrymen the hop-piant- 
ersin Kent. The good Dominican goes fo far 
as to fuppofe, that thefe bad eftects would be pre- 
vented, in fome degree, were the farmers and 
labouring people to be more follicitous about the 


prefervation and increafe of bees, They are fo 
much attenced to in the Low Countries, that a 


certain farmer near Louvain fells a thoufand 
ftocks every year, at nine efcalins each (about 
five fhillings Englifh). The prior, who has a great 
number of hives in his garden, afflerts, that he gets 
three times as much honey as ts ufually procured 
by the common management, as he is able to 
make his bees work when he pleafes, and at any 
time of the year. When a colony is become too 
populous, he diitributes the bees into different 
hives, and now and then he finds it neceffary to 
colle the bees of feveral hives into one. He 

Aaz had 


‘ 


had been unfuccefsful, however, the day before 
I vifted him, in one of his experi:nents ; for, ha- 
ving deprived a hive of its queen, the whole co- 
lony had migrated to another hive, and a battle 
had enfued, in which all the emigrants were 
killed. Iwas not without my icars, when I ap- 
proached fo great a number of hives ; but the 
prior affured ic | fhould be in fafety, if I would 
carefu'ly keep my mouth fhut, and breathe very 
gently through my noftrils only. In this, he faid, 


confifted the whole fecret of approaching them, 
and in this way he turns up his hives with great 


unconcern, and even cuts out parts of the comb 


4 


while the bees are at work. ‘fhis is a curious 


= 
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fac, nor is it wonderful, that the breathe fhould 


be difagreeabie to the delicate organs of thefe 
infects.” 


£ * 


The governor and affembly of the ifland of 
Jamaica have lately voted the eftabiiihment of 
two botanical gardens ticre, on a plan which 


muft tend equaily to the credit of their country 
and the good of mankind. The intention is to 
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ufe thefe gardens as the means of introducing in- 
1% to the Weft Indies every ufeful vegetable produc- 
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tion, which, in the great variety of climate which 
the ifland of Jamaica, in particular, affords, may 
have a chance of being cultivated with advantage, 
either for food, medicine, trade, or pleafure. 

They have purchafed, fer this purpofe, a houfe 
~ with feventy acres of ground adjoining to it, about 
eight miles from Kingfton. ‘This ground, the 
greateft part of which is already in a {tate of cul- 
tivation, has two diftiné climates. The tropical 
climate at the foot of the hill, and that of Ma- 
deira where the houfe is fituated. They have 
likewife allotted fifty acres more for another gar- 
den, in a fituation {till colder, being about three 
thoufand fix hundred feet above the level of the 
fea, for the reception of the plants of cold coun- 
tries. 


They have voted a very liberal falary for a bo- 
tanift of philofophical knowledge and extended 
views, fkilled in chemiftry and all the branches 
of natural hiftory, to act as fuperintendant of 
thefe gardens. Sir Bafil Keith, the prefent go- 
vernor, whofe activity in promoting this fcheme 
does him much honour, wrote fome time ago to 
Dr Hope, Profeffor of botany at Edinburgh, with 
whom, and Sir Alexander Dick, Baronet, late 
Prefident of the College of Phyficians at Edin- 

Aa2 burgh, 
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burgh, he had formed the outlines of this plan, 
requefting that he would endeavour to find out 
a gentleman with abilities adequate to the objects 
intended by fuch an eftablifhment. Dr Hope 
recommended Dr Thomas Clarke, a young gentle- 
man equally diftinguifhed for genius, activity, and 
induftry, and who has had an oppoitunity of im- 
proving uncommon natural abilities, by an edu- 
cation conducted on a plan no lefs liberal than 
judicious. The affiftance which he lent to this 
periodical publication, while he remained at E- 
dinburgh, demands our grateful thanks ; and we 
{till hope, notwithftanding the diftance froin us 


at which he will now be fituated, that we fhall 
not be deprived of his future aid. 


Dr Clarke, after vifiting the mcft remarkab! 


botanifts and botanical gardens in Europe, and 


receiving from thefe whatever he judged requifite 
for the object of his cxpedition, fet fail from 
England for Jamaica fome months ago, carrying 
along with him a collection of valuable vegetables, 


which may afterwards add to the riches and plen- 
ty of the Welt India iflands. 


There is the greateft reafon to hope that Dr 
Clarke’s exertions, fupported by the liberal fpirit 
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of the governor and affembly, will be productive 
of thofe important ends the projectors of this 
fcheme have had in view. Should thefe ends be 
in. any degree accomplifhed, we do but juftice to 
the merit of Matthew Wallen, Efq; member of 
the aflembly, in publicly mentioning him, as one — 
of the firft and greateft promoters of this under- 
taking. 


Dr Dincan, who, during the laft winter-feffion, 
read le€tures at Edinburgh on the theory and 
practice of medicine to a very numerous clafs, has 


alfo carried into execution the fcheme which he 
propofed of giving le€tures on the cafes of pa- 
tients fubjected to chronical difeafes. Thefe lec- 
tures were attended bv above an hundred ftu- 
dents, and, at the requeft of feveral of thefe gentle- 
men, who mean to {pend the fummer-months in 
Edinburgh, Dr Duncan propofes to begin an- 
other courfe of lectures of the fame nature, about 
the middle of May. 


While thefe le€tures are more immediately in- 
tended for the inftruCion of {tudents, they are alfo 
the means of furnifhing the indigent with advice 
and medicines gratis, when fubjeCted to chronical 

Aa4 difeafes. 
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difeafes. The number in fuch a fituation, who 
have applied for aid, has induced Dr Duncan to 
propofe to the confideration of the charitable and 
humane, a fc<heme for eftablifhing at Edinburgh 
a public Difpenfary for the relief of the poor, 
when fubjected to difeafes of fuch a nature, as 
either to render them improper objects for ad- 
miflion into an hofpital, or not to require it. 
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Although fuch an inflitution m:ght feem to be 
particular:y proper at Edinburgh, as the mana- 
gers of the Reyal Infirmary, which is the only 
charity at that place for the relief of the poor 
in time of ficknefs, have, for many years patt, 
abolifhed any regular eftabiifhment for out pa- 
tients, and have gone to the utmoft extent of their 
funds in relieving the neceflities of thofe whofe 
difeafes require adm‘iiion into hofpital ; 


yet this {cheme is likely to meet with much op. 
pofition. But, as it has received the patronage 
of fome gentlemen, whofe influence is extenfive, 
whofe fentiments are liberal, and whofe condué& 
is iteady, the provability is, that it will at Jeaft 
have a fairtrial. ‘The inhabitants in general will 
then be able to judge of the advantages and dif- 
advantages of fuch fcheme, not on fallacious rea- 


foning, but on the fure ground of experience. 
This 
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This charity is propofed to be conduéted upon 
fuch a plan, that the medicine-money obtained 
from ftudents will.be almoft, if not altogether, 
fufficient for defraying the annual expence of it. 
Aid from the generous is only neceffary for de- 
fraying that expence which muft attend the firft 
eftablifhment of fuch a fcheme. Asa fubfcrip- 
tion for that purpofe is already begun, it is pro- 
bable, that a regular eftablifhment of the kind 
now mentioned, will take place at Edinburgh 
by the beginning of next winter ; and it may af- 
ford an opportunity for giving cafe-leétures, 
which, if they be judicioufly conducted, cannot 
fail of being highly inftructive to ftudents of 
medicine. 
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Lift of New Books. 
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Discourse upon fome late improvements 
of the means for preferving the health ot 
mariners, delivered at the anniverfary mecting of 
the Royal Society, November 30. 1776. By Sir 
John Pringle Bart, Prefident. London. 


A fhort account of the prefent empidemic cough 
and fever,in a Letter to Dr de la Cour at Bath. 
By william Grant,M. D. 8vo, London. 
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An Effay on the peftilential fever of Sydenham, 


commonly called the jail, hofpital, fhip, and camp 
fever. By William Grant, M..D. autlior of the 
Obfervations on Fevers. 8vo, London. 
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Philofophical Tranfactions of the Royal Society 


of London, vol. LXVI. part Il. 4to, London. 
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A Philofophical Effay concerning light, by 
Bryen Higgins, M.D. 8vo, London. 


De Arithritide primigena et regulari Gulielmi 
Mufgrave, M- D. apud Exonienfes olim practic, 
opus pofthumum, quod nunc primum publici 
juris facit Samuel Mufgrave, M. D. authoris 
pronepos. 8vo, London. 


Differtatio Medica inauguralis de Rubeola, 
_ auctore Sam. Foart Simmons, Anglus, gto, Lugd. 


Bat. 


A New Medical Dictionary, or general repo- 
fitory of phyfic, containing an explanation of the 
terms, anda defcription of the various particulars 
relating to anatomy, phyfiology, &c. By G. 
Motherby, M.D. Folio. London. 

Recucil d’ obfervations fur les differentes me- 
thodes propofées pour guerir la maladie epide- 
mique qui attaque les betes a corne, fur les moyens 
de la reconnoitre par tout ou elle fe pourra mani- 
fefter, et fur la maniere de definfecter les eta- 
bles, par Mr Felix Vieq d’ Azyr medicin, en- 
voye, par les osdres du Roi, dans les provinces ou 
regne la contagion. 4to, Paris. 

Inftructions fur la maniere de definteéter les 
villages ; parle meme. 4to, Paris. 
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Obfervations fur les fievres putrides et ma- 
lignes, avec des reflexions fur Ja nature et la caufe 
immédiate de la fiévre ; par M. Fournier me- 
dicin de la faculté de Montpellier, de la focieté 
royale des fciences, medicin penfionnée de la 
ville de Dijon, medicin des etates generaux du 
Duché de Burgogne, et infpecteur des eaux 
minerales et medicinales, tant de France qu’ e- 
trangeres. 8vo, A. Dijon. 


Chymie hydraulique pour extraire les fels 
eflentiels des vegetaux, des animaux, et des mi- 
reaux, par le moyen de l’eau pure ;. par Mr le 
Comte de la Garaye ; nouvelle edition, revue, 
corrigée, et augmentée des notes, par M. Par- 
mentier. 12mo, a Paris. | 2 


Traité de la diffolution des metaux; par M. 
Monet, des academies royales des fciences de 
Stockholm, de Turin, de Rouen, et de la focieté 


literaire d’Auvergne. 12mo, Amfterdam. 


De novorum ofiium, in integris aut maximis, 
ob morbos, deperditionibus, regeneratione, ex- 
perimenta ; ubi, maxima materiae affinitate, bre- 
viter de fracturis et de vi quam natura impendit 
in offibus elongandis dum crefcunt. Audctore 
Michaele Troja, medicinae dottore Neapoli, et 
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chirurgo latere in regaliS. Jacobi nofocomio. 
Lutetiae Parifiorum. | 


Memoire pour fervir au traitement d’une fie- 
vre epidemique, fait et imprimé par ordre du 
gouvernement ; par M. Marnet, doéteur en me- 
dicine de l’univerfité de Montpelier, agregé au 
college des medicins a Dijon, agregé honoraire 
du college royal de medicine de Nancy, cenfeur 
royal, fecretaire perpetuel de l’academie des {ci- 
ences, arts, et belles lettres de Dijon, &c. 8vo, 
a Dijon. 

Traité de ia petite verole, tirée des commen- 
taires de G. V. Swieten, fur les aphorifmes de 
Boerhaave, avec la methode curative de M.de 
Haen, premier profeffeur de medicine pratique a 
Vienne en Autriche. 12mo, Paris. 


Inftitution des fourds et des muets, par la voie 
des fignes methodiques; ouvrage qui contient 
le projet d’une langue univerfelle, par i’entermife 
des fignes naturels affujettis a une methode. 
12mo, Paris. 


Obfervations fur la perte de fang des femmes 
en couches, avec le moyen de les guerir, par M. 
le Roux, maitre én chirurgie a Dijon, et chirur- 
gien de l’hofpital general de la meme ville. 8vo, 
a Paris et a Dijon. 
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Cours d’acouchements, diftribué en trente 
lecons, avec l’expofition fommaire de la matiere 
qu’on doit expliqner dans chacune d’elles, re- 
digé pour |’inftruction des eleves, par ordre des 
etats du pays et Comté de Hainault. 12mo, 
Mons. 


Recherches fur la rougeole, fur le paflage des 
aliments et des medicaments dans le torrent de 
la circulation, fur le choix des remedes mercuri- 
aux pour les maladies veneriennes, par M. J. F. S. 
Dubofcq de la Roberdiene, doéteur en medicine 
de la faculté de Caén, correfpondent du college 

royal des medicins de Nancy. 12mo, Paris. 


Raymundi Vieuffens, doctoris medici Monfpe- 
lienfis, neurographia univerfalis ; hoc, eft omnium 
corporis humani nervorum, fimul et cerebri me- 
dullaeque {pinalis, defcriptio anatomica, &c. Nova 
editio. to, Tolofae. 


Les plantes purgatives d’ufage, tirées du jar- 
din du Roi et de celui des M. M. les apothecaires 
de Paris, reprefentées avec leur coleur naturelle, 
et imprimées iclon ic nouvel art, avec leurs ver- 
tus ct leurs quaiités, auxquelles on a joint, a lz 
diffection de leur fleur et de leur fruit, le Species 


plantarum 
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plantarum Linnaei, &c. par M. Dagoty pere, 
anatomifte et botanifte penfionné du Rot, — 

Avis au peuple fur l’amelioration de fes ter- 
res et la fanté de fes beftiaux. 12mo, Paris et 
Avignon. | 

Supplement au traite de M. Petit, fur les ma- 
ladies chirurgicalles, et les operation qui leur 
conviennent, redigé par M. Lefne. 8vo, Paris. 

Les principes fur art des accouchements en 


faveur des fages femmes, par M. Bauldelooque. 
12mo, Paris, 
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COMMENTARIES. 


An Account of Books. 


I. 

Recueil des OEuvres Phyfiques et Medicinales, 
publiées en Anglois et en Latin, par M. Richard 
Mead, Medecin du Roi dela Grande Bretagne, 
Membre de la Sccieté Royale de Londres, et du 
College Royale des Medecins de la méme ville. 
Traduction Frangoife, enrichie des decouvertes 
: pofterieures a celles de l’ Auteur, augmentées de 
plufieurs Difccurs preliminaires, et de notes inter- 
effantes fur la Phyfique, ? fiftoire naturelle, la 
theori? et la pratique de la Medecine, &c. Par 
M. Cofte, Medecix de PLispital Reyale et Mili- 

taire de Nancy. 2 tom. a Bouillon, 


OCTOR COS7E, who has favoured 
the public with this elegant and accurate 
edition of Dr Mead’s works, inas lately, through 

Bb 2 the 


f 


the intcrefl of his friend and patron M. de Vol- 
taire, been appointed phyfician to the military 
hofpital at Calais. The works of our celebrated 
countryinan are fo univerfally ftudied and admi- 
red, that, had this tranilation of them beca mere- 
ly a literal one, we fhouid have contented our- 
felves with barely announcing it in our catalogue 
of new publications ; butat is enriched with fo 
mary learncd notes and additions, that it feems 
to have a particular claim to our attention. It is 
with no Tittle pleafure we obferve the honour 
done to this country, by the pains that have been 
beftowed on the continent on the works of Dr 
Mead. Dr Lorry had before publiihed, at Paris, 
a Latin edition of fuch of them as iad before ap- 
peared only in Enalith. ‘'f{he Latin writings of 
‘ this celebrated piyfictan,’ fays De Lorry, in his 
preface, ‘hive occafioned all Europe to envy Eng- 
‘land the potion of tae works he had printed 
oniy in his owu ianguage.’? Other editions have 
been by Miertier and Cavelier. Dr 
Cotte has carefully confuited ail tucle, and thus 
has been enabied io render his own a very com- 
pleat one. le has not omitted even the differ- 
tation on tine sO: Sinyrna, though it is not 
vo be met witi in the Londen quarto edition. In 

the 


< 
4 
if 
b 
“ 
« 
q = , 
. 
if 
} 
. 
x 4 
me | 
1 
i! 
4) 
q 
te 
‘ 
‘ 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| | 


COMMENTARIES. 269 


the preface to this work, the editor, after having 
pointed out the plan he has adopted, gives fome 
account of the life of. this author. . ‘To the etiay 
on the viper, Dr Cotte has added fome obierva- 
tions to prove the utility of eau de luce, waich 
had been recommended as a remedy againft the 
bite of this reptile, by M. de Juflieu, fo long ago 
as1747. ‘Lhis medicine derives its virtues in 
thefe cafes from its volatile alkali. 

‘Lhe editor’s zeal has Jed him to vindicate Dr 
Mead and Baglivi’s account of the tarantula, in 
opponition to the Abbé Nollet ; but it is now well 
known, that the wonderful effects afcribed to that 
infect are fabulous. 

There are feveral inftances of fpontancous hy- 
drophobia mentioned by Dr Mead and other 
authors. ‘The editor has added oneto the num- 
ber, and it is a very interefting one. It happen- 
ed to a young lady, onthe 6th day of a putrid 
fever. The dread of water continued during 
fourteen days. ‘Lhis melancholy fcene pafled in 
a convent, in which the patient had been con- 
fined more than a year, fo that there couid be no 
fufpicion of her having been bit by a mad aninal. 
The patient recovered ; and Dr Cofte inputes Ais 
fuccets in a great meafure to che ule of pg yliers, 

Bb 3 which 


4 


A 
‘ 
.. 


370 A 


which were thrown up five or fix times every 
day. 


In his notes to the effay on venomous exha- 
lations, the editor has vindicated the waters of 
Paris, from an afperfion made againft them by 
Dr Lifter, in his journey to Paris, and cited by 
Dr Mead. He contends, that the inhabitants of 
the quarter that is fupplied by the water of Ar- 
cucil, are not more fubje& to calculous concre- 
tions than thofe of other parts of the city ; and 
that the greateft part of the patients who are cut 
for the ftone, every year at Paris, come from 
the provinces, being drawn thither by the cele- 
brity of the furgeons, or the convenience of the 
hofpitals. In another part of the fame effay, 
the editor, in a very long and curious note, has 
undertaken to reétify the miftakes of medical au- 
thors, who, on the teftimony of Juvenal, ¢ guis 
tumidum guttur miratur in Alpibus¢ have fol- 
lowed each other in giving great necks to all the 
inhabitants of the Alps, and afcribed them to the 
ufe of fnow water; but Dr Cofte, who was 
born in the neighbourhood of the Alps, afferts, 
that the bronchocele is not more common there 
than it is in many of the provinces of France. 
We obferves, that the city of Geneva is the only 
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fituation near thofe mountains where the imputa- 
tion of Juvenal is juftificed. Oie meets there 
with many fwelled necks, and particularly in wo- 
men ; but he is of opinion, that their caufe is not 
to be looked for in the ufe of fnow-water ; becaufe 
it is well known, that the water derived from 
- thofe mountains, is filtered through beds of earth 
and gravel before it reaches the lake of Geneva; 
and he is rather induced to afcribe this enla:ge- 
ment of the thyroid gland to the Genevefe man- 
ner of living. He obferves, that they confuine a 
prodigious quantity of milk ; that they cat a great — 
deal of farinaceous food, and that they drink but 
very little wine, efpecially the poorer fort of peo- 
ple, who are more fubjeé to this difeafe than the 
rich ; and it is a faét, that at Montmerlian, Cham- 
bery, and other places, where people live after 


the French manner, thefe fwellings are very 
rare. 


The editor, in an introduétion to the difcourfe 
on the plague, ventures to fuppofe, that Dr Mead, . 
in attempting to refute the opinion of fome French 
phyficians, who afcribe the propagation of the 
difeafe in many inftances to fear, has gone into 
a contrary extreme, in denying alogether its ef- 
fects in this way. He gives the following, a- 

mongit 
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mongft other obfervations, in fupport of his ar- 
gument. The fac happened curing the laft 
plague at Marleilics. In the general diforder 
of the town, a great number of dead bodies had 
been heaped together in a certain part or the city. 
The putrid odor which exhaled from them ceuld 
not fail to fpread the contagion. ‘Lhe governor 
of the city, wlio was a inan of great fortitude and 
huimanity, faw this, and, ike another Decius, de- 
termined to ¢cvete himfell to death. He took 
with him fourfcore grenadicers, who were dirccted 


t 


to remove the bodics toa cceep pit he had caufed 
to be got ready ior tiis purpofe. ‘The gover- 
nor not only attended in perfon to fee this bui- 
nefs executed, but was the firlt to begin it, by 
drawing, with his own hands, one of the hodies 
from the heap. Eight of the grenadiers perifhed 
on the fpot; at night 79 of them werc dead; 
the oth man iurvived only curi: g a few days, 
while the governor, wno had voluntarily entered 
cn this bufinefs, and who had iclt no perturba- 
tion of mind in the execution of it, remained 
free froin ary infection. | 

Dr Mead thought, with good reafon, that the. 
fudor Anglicus was of foreign origin, as it had 
mace great defigu@tion in Germany and other 


countries. 
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countries. ‘Lhe ingenious editor oblerves, ina 
note, that this difeafe. is fometimes epidemic in 
Picardy, but that it is not properly {peaking an 
ephemera, as cefcribed in Ei gland, as it runs into 
the 3d, 5th, and even to the 7th day. M., Bel- 
lot, who relided along time in that province, has 
written a very good thefis‘on this fubject. Ax 
febri putridae Picardii Suete dictae, Judorifera? 
Affirn. propugn. Paris, 1733. 


In a note to that part of the medical precepts, 
in which Dr Mead has introduced the famous 
cafe of Lady Page, Dr Cofte mentions a living 
inftance of Dropfy in a ftill more extraordinary 
degree. The patient, who isa female of the name 
of Thibaut, refides at Nancy, where the editor 
has often feen her. She is now about 38 years 
of age, and, in the {pace of three years, has been 
taped 98 times, and between 16 and 18 Paris 
pints of water have been drawn off at each ope- 
ration. Lately the liquor drawn off has been 
of a purulent nature ; and at tlic lait operation, 
before the writing of this note, about a pint of 
pus came away. ‘Lhe patient’s abdomen is con- 
{tantly hard and elevated, but in other refpcéts 
fhe enjoys tolerable health. 


For 
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For many other interefting obfervations we 
beg leave to refer our readers to the work itfelf, 
the limits of this publication not permitting us to 
enter more minutely into its merits ; we cannot 
difmifs it, however, without remarking, that the 
learned editor has enriched it with many elegant 
engravinzs, particularly of the Smyrna medals; 
and there can be no. doubt, but that, on any future 
re-publication of Dr Mead’s works in Englifh, 
the editors will be enabled to derive much ufe. 
ful information frem the prefent accurate edition 


by Dr Cofte. 
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Speculations and Conjectures, on the Quaitities of 
the Iverves. By Samuel Mufgrave, M. 
&c. 8vo, London. 


Me being almoft entirely a conjec- 


tural art, and the human body, in which 
its operations are carried on, being in different 
fubjeGts fo various, that no general conclufions 
can be formed from the effecis of remedies on 
individua's, ne rational theory of diforders, our 


author 
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author is of opinion, can ever be obtained. 
There is no difficulty, however, he thinks, in 
difcovering many relations, which the main com- 
ponent parts of the body have to one another ; 
thus, whatever difference there may be in the e- 
lements of the human frame, there is yet no in- 
dividual in whom the heart and arteries do not 
propel the blood, and the veins reconvey it, in 
whom the mulcles are not the immediate, and 
the nerves the primary caufe of motion. Thefe 
relations, he thinks, are probably unalterable, 
and may therefore become the object of fcience ; 
and that fcience alfo may be increafed by the 
difcovery of new relations. It is the intention 
of this treatife, we are informed, to add one 
more to thofe already known, by fhewing, that, 
when the human body is difordered, the firft 
morbid impreffion is made upon the nerves, the 
other parts receiving the miafma entirely from 
them ; that, when health is reftored, the firft fa- 


Jutary impreffion is alfo made upon them; and 
that they are, of courfe, the grand medium 


through which health and ficknefs are produ- 

ced, 
In order to demonftrate the great influence 
of the nervous fvftem, both in the produétion 
3 and 
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and cure of difeafes, Dr Mulgrave fets out with 
fhewing, to what degree the circulation of the 
blood depends upon the nerves. Nobody will 
doubt, but that the circulation is, in a certain 
fenfe, quickened or retarded by the nerves; for 
the heart being mufcular, and its power of courfe 
depending upon the nerves, it muft contract with 
greater or lefs force, in proportion as the power 
communicated by its proper nerves, is greater or 
Jefs. Our author, however, imagines, that the 
nerves have likewile a confiderable power, in 
leflening or increafing the velocity of the blood, 
even after it leaves the heart. The opinion, he 
thinks, is rendered certain, from the confidera- 
tion of fome phaenomena which evidently depend 
upon the nerves, becaufe they proceed from 
intelle€tual caufes ; that is, from vivid impref- 
fions which certain ideas make in the mind. 
The facts alluded to are, the eredtion of the pe- 
nis from lafcivious ideas, and the accumuiation 
of blood in the face from anger or fhame. The 
locality of fuch appearances is a convincing ar- 
gument, he, fays, of their being produced by 
fome caufe entirely diftin& from the force of 
the heart ; for the blood being thrown to every 
part of the body at once by the heart, whatever 

phaenomena 
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phaenomena are produced by it, cannot be. con- 
fined to a fingle part, but ought of neceflity, if 
no other caule intervened, to affe& the whole 
body. The phaenonrena taken notice of proceed, 
according to our author, entirely from a conftric- 
tion of the veins ; becaufe the fucceflive dilatation 
and contraétion of the arteries, however fmart, 
could not, he thinks, occafion any permanent con- 
geftion of the blood. He acknowledges, that no 
genuine mufcular fibres furrounding the veins 
have ever been demonttrated ; it is certain, how- 
ever, he fays, that their coats are continually on 
the ftretch, and have a perpetual conatus to con- 
tract upon the fluid that paffes through them. 
It is from this latent contraction, he obferves, 
that Baron Haller expiains fome pbaenomena, 
obferved firft by himfelf, viz. the flowing of the 
blood, contrary to gravity, and contrary to the 
laws of the circulation, towards any aperture of 
a neighbouring vein. 

Having endeavoured to prove the exiftence 
of a contractile power in the veins, our author 
next proceeds to fhew, that it muft, in a great 
meafure, be regulated by the influence of the 
nerves. Among the different reafons adduced 
in fupport of this opinion, the palenefs occafion- 

ed 
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ed by fear, is mentioned as one. Such a pale. 
nefs, he fays, muft evidently arife from fome 
change in the blood-veflels ; and being frequent- 


ly not a momentary phaenomenon, it can hard- 
ly, he thinks, be imputed to the action of the 
heart and arteries being fufpended, which, ex- 
cept in cafes of abfolute fainting, muft always be 
momentary. It muft therefore, he fays, be re- 
ferred to a diminution of the ordinary tonic 
conftriétion of the veins, whicli occafioning thie 
blood to be more readily tranfmitted through 
them, lefs of it than ufual paffles into the finall 
cutaneous véffels. The following pofition may 
therefore, he thinks, be confidered at leaft as 
probable, viz. that there ‘is a certain tonic influ- 
ence exerted by the nerves upon the venous 
fyftem, by which it is kept in a dae ftate of con- 
{tri€tion ; that an increafe of this force increafes 
the conftri€tion, and obftruéts the circulation of 
the blood ; and that, on the contrary, a diminu- 
tion of it diminifhes the conftriction, and fuffers 
the blood to flow through them without refi- 
itance. 


It adds greatly to the probability of this doc- 
trinc, we are told, that the epilepfy, which is a 
powerful ftimulus to the whole nervous fy!lem, 
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ts attended alfo with fo violent a conftriction of 
the veins, that the blood cannot enter them, fo 
that, on diffecting thofe who have died in the 
fits, no blood has been any where found except 
in the arteries. As this is the ftrongeft inftance 
that can be given of ftimulated nerves, fo a faint- 
ing fit is the ftrongeft inftance of their relaxation; 
in which, as formerly obferved, the cutaneous 
veflels are left empty, the blood pafling without 
any refiftance through the large internal veins. 


Where a particular nerve is ftimulated, there: 


is generally, if not always, fays our author, a 
proportionable conftriction of the adjoining venu- 
lae ; the moft fimple inftance of this is the tumor 
and inflammation occafioned by a thorn fticking 
in any fenfible part. Did the veins, in thefe ca- 
fes, tranfmit the blood. as readily and freely as 
ufual, there could be no fuch tumor and con- 
geition as there commonly is, even when there 


is no fever, and when, of courfe, the pulfations 


of the heart are not increafed in number. 
Thefe, and other inftances which might be ad- 
duced, ferve to prove the influence of the nerves 
on the venous fyftem. And the arteries being 
all encircled with a mufcular coat, and every 
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thing mufcular being aétuated by nerves, it 
would, our author thinks, be altogether unne- 
ceffary to enter into a formal proof of the arte: 
rial fyftem being fubject to conftriction from the 
fame caufe. 
Animal heat is the next fubject that comes 
under our author’s confideration. ‘The two 
prevailing opinions on this point are, one, that 
| it arifes from an inteftine fermentation of the a- 
‘nimal juices ; and the other, that heat ts produ- 
ced by the attrition of thefe juices with the folid 
tubes through which they circulate. After re- 
| futing beth thefe opinions, feveral arguments 

are advanced to fhew, that on the nerves ani- 
| mal heat entireiry depends. One principal caufe 
| of increafed heat in the body, is pain, which, 
= fays our author, appears, by an infinity of expe- 
riments, to be an affection of the nerves only ; 
but the moit unexceptionable imftance of heat 
| being increafed by an affection of the nerves, is, 
: when the caufe.of the affection is wholly intel- 
leGtual. ‘Lhus, grief, joy, fhame, anger, &c. 
cannot, it is imagined, act in any other manner 


in the production of heat, than through the me- 
dium of the brain and nerves. 


Dr 
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Dr Mufgrave now proceeds to fhew, that irri- 
tations of the nerves have frequently a confide- 
rable influence in producing a corrupted ftate of 
the animal fluids. That the nerves, he fays, 
when irritated, have a power of corrupting the 
fluids, is decifively proved by the experiments 
of Haller, who found, that, by tying the nerve 
of the cight pair near the carotid, the matters 
contained in the ftomach of the animal, which 
was a rabbit, fell immediately into a ftate of 
perfect putrefaction. On this principle, our au- 
thor accounts for fuch vomitings of offenfive bi- 
lious matters, as frequently occur in fractures of 
the fkul!l, where we know the injury to be con- 
fined to the brain. The ftimulus of gravel in 
the ureters, or of a ftrangulated hernia, is like- 
wife well known to have much the fame effec. 


It is frequently obferved, that, in blood-let- 
ting, tne firft and fecond cups are covered with 
an inflammatory cruft, which is not found in a- 
ny of the fubfequent. ‘This had commonty been 
attributed to the greater velocity, with which the 
firft ftream ifflues from the vein. But the late 
Mr Hewfon obferved this difference, even when 
there was no difference in the velocity, nor in- 
deed, as far as he could perceive, in any other 

Vor. IV. Cc circurmftance. 


ae 


circumftance. He was of opinion, therefore, 
that the properties of the blood itfelf are chan- 


ged during the evacuation; and if we admit, 


tas 


fays cur author, waat-trom many other phaeno- 
mena feems probable, that the itate of the fluids 
depends upon the ftate of the nerves, it then be- 
comes eafy to conceive, that the febrile ftimu- 
lus may be fo much abated by drawing olf the 


— 


arit or iecond cup, that a third cup, though 


drawn at the fame time, may approach nearer to 


= 


the ftate and appearances of healthy blood. 


In the fourth chapter of Dr Mufgrave’s trea- 
tile, dropfy is taken into confideration. It will 
perhaps, he fays, be thought extravagant, even 
to fugzeft, that the dropfy arifes from a diforder 


of the nerves, and not rather from a corruption 


of the fluids, or elfe from a rupture of the lym- 
phatics. Yet, if it be confidered, that dropfy, 
in many cafes, is not an original d:forder, but 
the confequence of fome other, fuch as fevers or 


ae 


obiiructions of the vilcera, by which are meant, 
hardnefs, attended with more or lefs pain; and 


if it can be made appear, that the original dif- 
order was an affection of the nerves, we may 
fafely infer, he thinks, that .the dropfy is fo too. 
Several inftances are afterwards quoted from 
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different authors, not only of dropfy being pro- 
duced by diforders feemingly of the nervous 
kind, but likewife of nervous difeafes which ap- 
peared to originate from dropfy ; and this, fays 
our author, muft be confidered as the ftrongeft 
poflible proof of dropfy being owing to an af- 
fection of the nerves. 


in the following chapter, Dr Mufgrave endea- 
vours to prove, that all diforders are probably 
diforders of the nerves. It, fays he, the pofitions 
already laid down are probable, that the nerves 
caufe great irregularities in the circulation, that 
they increafe animal heat, that they alter the na- 
ture and properties of animal fluids, and, laftly, 
that their unheaithinefs produces dropfy; it 
feems no gteat ftride in reafoning, to infer, 
that all diforders of the body are produced 
through this medium, and are in fact diforders 
of the nerves. Many ingenious arguments are 
advanced in fupport of the opinion ; of thefe, 
the three following feem to be the moft materi- 
al: 1/?, That it is now pretty generaiiy allowed, 
that obilruction, the caufe formerly afioned for 
all, except nervous diforders, is wholly inade- 


‘quate to the effect. 2d/y, That the external 


caufes to which the greater number of diforders 
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are univerfally, and feemingly with good reafon, 
attributed, are plainly fuch whofe primary action 
is exerted upon the nerves. And, 3d/y, The 
diforders produced by poifon, appcar to be cau- 
fed, not by the operation of the poifon on the 
fluids, and the conveyance of it by them to the 
different parts of the body, but, on the contra- 
ry, by the irritation and corruption of the nerves, 
previoufly to the alterations produced in the 
fluids. Asa proof of which, it may be obfer- 
ved, our author thinks, that the operation of 
poifons is, in fome inftances, too quick, and in 
others too flow, to admit of our attributing the 
propagation of it to the circulation of the fluids. 


Doctor Mufgrave now proceeds to fhow the 
probability of medicines curing diforders adcting 
wholly through the nerves. We cannot, he 
thinks, on any other fuppofition, account for the | 
altonifhing cilecis frequently produced on the 
fyfiem by very fmall quantities of different me- 
dicines, fuch as antimony, inercury, &c, It is 
often obferved, too, that remedies which give 
great relief when firft appiied, in a fhort time 
lofe their virtue, and become whoily inert; now, 
fays he, if their efcacy depended upon any 
change made in the fluids, it ought to be increafed, 

rather 
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rather than diminifhed by repeated dofes ; juft as 
every drop of acid added to an alkali brings it 
nearer and nearer to a neutral ftate. But, if we 
fuppofe that medicines aé principally on the 
nerves, nothing can be more natural than that 
the {timulus fhould be ftrongeft when firft appli- 
ed, and gradually grow weaker as the nerve by 
habit grows more callous and infenfible. Indc- 
pendently, however, of the probability of the fup- 
pofition, there are many cafes in which we may 
pofitively fay, that the cure of the diforder arifes 
from fome change in the nerves. ‘This is evi- 
dent in fuch difeafes as are cured by change of 
air, mufic, aether externally applied, the eflluvia 
of burnt feathers, matricaria, affa foetida, &c. Moft 
of thefe, fays our author, are unqueftionable in- 
{tances of medicines acting by the nerves, and 
cannot but create a fufpicion, that medicines re- 
ceived into the ftomach, act principally through 
them ; and this confideration, he thinks, fhould 
prevent us from difparaging the efficacy of pla- 
{ters, fomentations, embrocations, and other ex- 
ternal applications, fo nuch as is commonly done. 
The confequences of this opinion, in many cafes, 
has been, that the patient has been deprived of ef- 
fetual fuccour, the phyfician has loft opportunities 
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of gaining reputation, and great advantage hag 
been given to ignorant people, who, not know- 
ing the theories of the learned, have therefore 
not been mifled by them, but have followed what 
is not unfrequently a better guide, traditional ex- 
perience. After mentioning, as a farther con- 
firmaticn of the doétrine, feveral inftances of 
mental caufes acting both in the production and 
cure of diforders, our author next proceeds to 


confider the feveral methods of relieving irrita- 
tion. 


Lhe methods of relieving irritation may, he 
lays, be referred to two general claflcs ; thofe 
which relax and moderate the force of the 
nerves, and thofe which deftroy the firft ftimu- 
lus, by fubftiruting a fecond. Under the firft 
clafs are comprehended, bleeding, purging, e¢- 
mollient wafhes and poultices, with oily liniments. 
In the fecond divifion may be ranked opium, and 
the bark, with every fort of nervous and corro- 
borant medicine. ‘That opium in reality acts by 
a ftimulating quality, appears, fays our author, 
from its effeéts when given in an over-dofe, or 
when applied to an inflamed part; in the firit 
cafe, it produces vomiting and convulfions ; in 


the laft, it gives excruciating pain. And that the 
bark. 
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bark alfo has a degree of irritation, will not be 
denied, when it fo frequently purges, and when 
its tafte is fo evidently pungent upon the tongue, 
efpecially if fore and tender. All kinds of foe- 
tid, bitter, and aromatic medicines, give equally 
certain marks of an irritating power. Camphor, 
in particular, has a moft evident pungency. Now, 
fays our author, there is not one of thefe fub- 
{tances that does not, in fone inftance or other, 
deftroy a previous fubfiiting irritation. When 
the irritation arifes trom the fullzring of » par 
ticular part, nothing fo certainly relieves it as 
opium. If, from natural debility cf the nerves, 
gummous medicines, and if, from the attack of 
an intermitting fever, the bars iu general Is an 
expeditious reiedy. 


IY, 


Primae Lineae de cognofcendis Mulierum marbis, in 
ufus academicos ductue. A Gain. Van Doe- 
vern, M. D. et Prof. Lug. Batav. 8vo, Lugd. 
Bat. 


HE publication before us, having been chief- 

ly intended by the author as a text-book 

for his academical Iectures, nothing very full or 
Cc4 partis 
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particular can be expected on any of the fubjedts 
treated upon. He fpeaks in general of the dif 
eafes of women at different periods of Nile ; viz. 
of young giris; of married women; of dilcafes 
that occur in pregnancy; of puerperal diforders; 
of fuch as attend nurting ; and, lifily, of thole 
to which women are liable at more advanced 
periods of iife. 


thi a’ 
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The difeafzs of women are, by our author, di- 


vided into two clafles, what he terms waiverfales 
and farticulares. Among the iormer are com- 
prehended many diforders to which men are li- 
able in coi.mon with women. <And thie fecond 
mcludes ail tuch difeafes as are peculiar to wo- 
men. It is to diforders of this lafé clafs that our 
author’s obfervations are cliefly confined. 


Difeafes of unmarried women are firtt taken 
into confideration; the moft material of thefe 
are, ether a fuppreflion, or too great a flow of 
the menfes, the fuor albus, cliorofis, hyfterical 
affections, and furor uterinus. ‘Lhe moft com- 
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mon caules of diforders of this kind, we are told, 
are picthora; a vitiated {tate of the genitals; a 
deficiency or fome other morbid atfection of the 


menitrial flux ; venereal defires too great a de- 
gree cf fenfibility and irritability ; too «reat tight- 
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nefs, either in ordinary apparel, or in fuch liga- 
tures and machines as are had recourfe to for 
correcting any deformities of fhape ; and, laftly, 
fuch cuftoms and other circuinftances in life, as 
do not properly correfpond with the nature of the 
climate in which they are pradctifed. 


From a variety of caufes, but efpecially from 
the plethoric ftate of the fyftem which occurs in 


pregnancy, together with the great increafe of 
fize and change of fituation which the uterus un- 


dergoes, women, during that period, become 
liable to many diforders, not only of the abdo- 
men, but likewife of the head and breaft. Pains 
of the joints are alfo then common; as likewife 
crailips, oedematous and eryfipelatous {wellings, 
varices, haemorrhagies, ulcers, fwellings of the 
labia pudendae, together with many other difor- 
ders of the genitals. Women in labour again 
become fubject to a different fet of complaints, 
particularly to falfe pains, difficult and flow births, 
utermne haemorrhagies that fucceed the delivery, 
and convulfions. Thefe laft fet of diforders may, 


we are told, depend on three different caufes, 
viz. the mother, child, or midwife. 


In the fixth chapter ot Dr Van Doevern’s dif- 
fertation, are enumerated the feveral puerperal 


diforders 
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diforders, the principal of which are, debility, 
pains in the abdomen, a morbid exclufion of the 
fecundines, a diminution, fuppreffion, or redun- 
dancy of the lochia, inflammation of the uterus, 
with its confequences, abfcefs and gangrene, the 
milk fever, purple fever, diarrhoea; and, laftly, 
that fever which feems peculiar to inlying wo- 
men, termed the puerperal fever. 


In the following chapter, fuch difeafes as occur — 
to nurfes are taken notice of ; and thefe, our au- 
thor obferves, proceed, in general, either froma 
difeafed {tate of the fecretion or excretion of the 
milk, or from fome peculiarities in the breafts 
which render them unfit for the purpofe of fuck. 
ling. 

In the laft fection are taken into confideration, 
fuch diforders as women at more advanced pe- 
riods of life beconie liable to. Some of thefe 
may be the confequence of old age, but the great- 
eft proportion, we are told, proceed from a ftop- 
page of the menfes ; which not only occafions af- 
feétions of the uterus and the contiguous vifcera, 
but of the whole body. An occurrence which, 
at this period of life, is far from uncommon, is, 
fays our author, a convircing proof of the pletho- 
ric ftate of the fyftem wiuch then often prevails ; 

and 
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and that is, the frequent appearances of the men- 
fes long after the ufual period at which they leave 


women ; fome inftances, he fays, have occurred 


of their returning at the fixtieth and even feven+ 
tieth year of life. 


IV, 


Caroli Jofephi Oehme Differtatio Inauguralis, de 
Morbis recens natorum Chirurgicis. 4to, Lipfiae. 


NDEPENDENT of the many hereditary dif- 
j orders which children receive from their pa- 
rents, fuch as lues venerea, arthritis, &c. there 
are others to which different parts of the body 
become liable, either from original mal-confor- 
mation, or from neceflary violence in fuch la- 
bours as happen to prove difficult. 

It is to fuch of the latter as more efpecially re- 
quire the afliftance of furgery, that our author’s 
obfervations are entirely confined. He treats 
fuccefhively of tumors and depreffions in the head 
from difficult births, of open futures, hydroce- 
phalus, hernia cerebri, fpina bifida, difeafes of the 
lips and eye-lids, of the tongue and fauces, of dif- 


orderg 
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orders of the breaft, fuch as abfceffes in the 
breafts and bronchocele ; of dileafes ot the um- 


bilicus ; all the variety of herniae ; affections of 


the fcrotum, urethra, penis, anus; and, laftly, are 
confidered diforders of the extremities and com- 
mon teguments. 


In the cure of the hare-lip, the uniting 
bandage made with threads, which decufflate, 
is much recommended. ‘This invention, which 
by many had been attributed to the Englifh, 
our author gives the credit of to a furgeon 
in Leipfic, who, we are told, was the firft who e- 
ver had recourfe to it. 


In that fpecies of ranula which occurs in new- 


born infants, extirpation by the actual cautery ts 
recommended both by Levrete and Delevrye ; 
our author, however, points out a difterent treat- 


ment. Ifthe abfcefs be only a collection of pus, 
he advifes it merely to be opened ; but, if con- 
tained in a cyft, the cyft, he fays, muft be de- 
ftroyed, otherwife the tumor is very apt to rege- 
nerate. 


The hiftory of a bronchocele, or rather tra- 
chiocele, which came under our author’s infpec- 


tion, is here related. It occurred in a new-born 
child ; 
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child ; and the tumor was fo large, as to extend 
from the ear and check of the right fide, down 
to the breaft and very near the abdomen. It 
appeared evidently to communicate with the af- 
pera arteria, and to depend on an eruption of 
air ; for, during infpiration, and when the boy 
cried violently, the tumor increafed ; and, on the 
contrary, its fize was regularly diminifhed in the 
time of expiration. The patient having been 


under the management of a different practition- 
er, the treatment had recourfe to is not men- 


tioned. Ina fimilar cafe, however, our author 
would recommend aftringent fpiritous fomenta- 
tions, with a view to get the better of any laxity 
of parts that may prevail. And, if a continu- 
ance of fuch applications fhould not effe& a cure, 
he would even advife the tumor to be opened, 
fo that the difeafed fiflure may be deteéted, and 
a coalefcence, by proper bandages, be obtain- 
ed. Another inftance is mentioned of a conge- 
nital bronchocele, which appeared, however, to 
be of the ftrumous kind. Swellings of this na- 
ture we are advifed to let remain to a more ad- 
vanced age, when either refolution or extirpa- 
tion may, with greater fafety, be had recourfe 
to. 
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Such tumors and abfceffes as frequently oc; 
cur in the breafts of infants, are commonly at- 
tributed to the milk or ferum which colleé& in 
them not being properly preffed out. This our 
author allows, is fometimes the cafe, but he is of o- 
pinion, that they more frequent!y proceed from 
the tight bandages which are commonly, though 
very improperly, applied to new-born children. 

In treating of the different fpecies of exom- 
phalus, our author defcribes a particular kind 


4 


of tumor in the hypogaltric recion, to which in- 
fants are liable three or four days after birth. 
It frequently extends from the pubis to the um- 
bilicus, attended with much pain and hardnefs. 


By diffe€tion after death, tumors of this kind ap- 
pear evidently to be of an inflammatory nature; 


. wes . ~ 


both the abdominal mufcles and peritonaeum are 
commonly found affected. They proceed, accord- 
ing to our author, from the blood in the umbilical 
cord not being properly prefled out on the ligature 
being put onimmediately after birth. Children, 
we are told, frequently die of this complaint : 
The remedies recommended are, glyfters, emol- 
jient fomentations, and plafters of the fame 
kind. 
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A full account is given by our author of the 
congenital hernia, in which the inteftines defcend 
by the procefs of the peritonacum, and lie in im- 
mediate contact with the teftes. A fimilar pro- 
cefs, he fays, is found in women furrounding the 
round ligament of the womb; and a defcription 
is here given of what may be termed a conge- 
nital hydrocele; in which the water collected is 
contained in this procefs of the peritonaeum, 


V 
j 


Differtatio Inauguralis Chemico-medico de optima 
acetum concentratum, ejujdemque Naphtham, con- 
ficiendi ratione, utriuj/que affectionibus et 
medito. Auctore Jo. Chriftoph. Weftendort. 
4to, Goettingae. 


EFORE proceeding to treat of the naphtha 
B which may be obtained from vinegar, Mr 
Weitendorf firft enumerates the feveral methods 
commonly had recourfe to for the purification of 
that acid, viz. by means of cold, rectification, 
and diftillation, either trom verdigrife, or from 
a faturated folution of falt of tartar. He recom- 
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mends, however, for this purpofe, an article which, 
he fays, is f{uperior to every other, viz. the mine. 
ral alkali obtained from foda. From a faturated 
folition of this falt with vinegar, either of wine 
or beer, are procured cryftals, in fhape refem- 
bling Glauber’s falts ; thefe our author recom- 
mends in preference to terra foliata tartari, as 
being not only more eafily procured, but in re- 
ality more efficacious. ‘To this falt in powder 
a half quantity of oi! of vitriol muft be added; 


and, from the mixture, may be obtained, by 
diftillation, the firongeft concentrated vinegar. 
A mercantile pound of the falt treated in this 
manner yiclds, it is faid, a pound of vinegar, a- 
pothecaries weight. 

For the preparation of naphtha, let an equal! 
quantity of rectified fpirit of wine be add- 
ed to this acid; and the mixture being put 
into a retort, let nearly a half of the whole be 
drawn off by a diftillation on a very gentle 
fire. To the liquid thus obtained, about a fix- 


teenth part of falt of tartar, diflolved in four parts 
of water, being added, the naphtha immediately 
feparates, and fwims like oil upon the furface. 
The longer the digeftion fubfifted of the acid 
and fpirit of wine, the larger always will be the 
proportion of naphtha. Its flavour is fimilar to 

that 
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that of Rhenifh wine, and it is recommended by 
our author as an anodyne, and antifpafmodic, 
efpecially in the tuffis convulfiva of children. 
The dofe muft be fomewhat larger we are told, 
than that of the vitriolic naphtha. 


: Concentrated vinegar prepared in the manner 
directed, does not a& upon gold itf!f; but dif- 
folves the calces of gold, as alfo thofe of filver, 
mercury, copper, lead, tin, and iron. Iron dif- 
folved in it affords a red cryftalline falt, of a 
{weetith, and fomewhat aftringent tafte, and 
which gives to water a blood-red colour. With 
pure falt of tartar it yields long pointed cryftals, 


which melt either in the open air, or with a ve- 
ry gentle heat. 


Volatile fal ammoniac faturated with this acid, 
forms a limpid neutral liquid, which does not 
cryftallize ; but, when dilftilled in a retort, there 
comes over, together with a fluid, an icy pellu- 
cid kind of fubftance, eafily foluble by heat, and 
which appears to be a true neutral falt. 


This:concentrated acid diflo!ves, we are told, 
calcareous earths, earth of allum, magnefia, 
phofphorus of urine, diftilled oli of anthos, gui 


galbanum, copal, and ca.nphor. It quick!y co- 
Vou. IV. Dd agulates 
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agulates blood, which is likewife fo much hard: 
ened by it, as, in a few days, to be eafily broke 
into pieces. Even blood, diffolved by putrefac- 


tion, is not only coagulated by it, but is foon 
rendered perfeétly fweet. 
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The following articles ftand in the order of 
affinity which they bear to)this acid ; phlogiiton ; 
fixed alkaline faits ; calcareous earths; volatile 
falt of urine; zinc; lead ; mercury ; regulus of 
antimony ; filver ; tin; iron; copper; gold. 


a : 


The peculiarities of this acid are, that it is 
ftronger than the other vegetable acids, and is . 


: 


alfo niore volatile, penetrating, pure, and fimple. 
It is fo particularly antifeptic, as to act power- 
fully in putrid diforders, in dofes of twenty guts, 
given every hour in any convenient drink. It 
promotes fweat and urine: Is recommended in 
cafes of gangrene, and of putrid fore throats; in 
both cafes it is direéted to be mixed with an e- 
qual proportion of honey of rofes. The fteams 
of it, received by the mouth, are advifed in cafes. 
of angina; and it is greatly extolled in putrid 
{corbutic ulcers, in carious bones, fpoiled teeth, 
and walled gums. 
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VI. 


Obfervations on Chronic Weakne/s. By Vhomas 
Withers, M.D. 8vo, York. 


HE term chronic weaknefs is here ufed by 
Dr Withers, to diftinguifh this fpecies of 
weaknefs from that which occurs in acute dif. 
eafes; the one coming on fuddenly, whilft the 
other fteals upon the patient by flow degrees. — 
It is a term which is fufficiently underftood by 
every one who is in the leaft converfant with me-_ 
dical writings ; i: being a diforder to which per- 
fons of all ages, of both fexes, of every tempe- 
ranent, and in every climate, are liable. 


The difeafe, we are told, ufually begins with — 
morbid affections of the ftomach, fuch as flatu- 
lence, acidity, heartburn, and coftivenefs. A di- 
minution of appetite, and a flight dejection of 
{pirits, foon occur; the mufcular ftrength is im- 


paired, and the patient feels a languor, together 
with an unufual averfion to motion. This dif- 


pofition to indolence continually grows flrong- 
er, and a fenfe of wearinefs is eafily induced. 


By degrees thefe fymptoms increafe ; the ali- 
ment is often taken without appetite, and is very 
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imperfei'y digefted; hence arife diftention of 
the bowceis with air, and a regurgitation into the 


mouth, of the matter contained in the ftomach. 
The head becomes affected with pain and giddi- 
nefs, the bel'y is fometimes lax, and at other 
times an odftinate coftivenefs takes place. The 
contractions o: the heart are fomctimes flow, but 
generally frequent, and always weak; in confe- 
quence of this, infenfible perfpiration becomes 
languid, and the fkin appears dry and contracted. 
In procefs of time the patient’s, ftrength is fo 
much exhaufted, as that the leaft exertion of 
mufcular motion exhaults the nervous fyltem, 
Ceftroys the appetite, produces ficknefs, palpitation 
of the heart, and quicknefs of breathing. ‘The 
mind becomes as much affected as the body ; its 
efforts are weak and fluQuating ; it is unfit for 
deep reflc€tion, or clofe attention to any parti- 
cular fubject. The memory is greatly impaired, 
and not exercifed without a fenfation of uneafi- 
nefs; and that even in paticnts who before were 
remarkable for their firmnefs, vivacity, and acute- 
nefs of underftlanding. The fyftem is all along 


exceedingly irritable; and, in the progrefs of the 
diforder, this irritability increafes to fuch a degree, 
as tc become a fource of great uneafinefs to the 


patient. 
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patient. Hedtic fever  laft takes place, which 
ending in nocturnal iweats, a coliiquative diar- 
rhoea, or hydropic fwellings, the patient is thus, 
after an uncertain term of years, exhaufted and 
carried off. 


Thefe are the principal fymptoms of the dif- 
order, as enumerated by Dr Withers ; for all the 
various forms, however, which in different pati- 


ents it puts on, the treatife itfeli muft be con- 
fulted. 


Our author now paviinii to the confideration 
of the feveral caufes which may tend to the pro- 
duction of chronic weaknefs. It is probable, he 
thinks, that the immediate and proximate caufe, 
confifts principally in an increafed mooility ot the 
nervous fyftem, and in a diminifhed cohefion of 
the particles of matter which constitute the fiupie 
folid. This opinion, he thinks, 's confirmed by: 
the fymptoms of the diforder, as already cnume- 
rated, and will be farther fupported, he fays, trom 
the confideration not only of the predifpofing 
and occafional caufes, but alfo of the method of 
treatment. ‘The occafional caufes being ail fuch 


as weaken the nerves, and relax the whole con- 


ftitution; and the method of cure confifting 


chiefly of the application of thefe means, which 


are 
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are efficacious in reftorir the enervated fibres 
to a {tate of vigour. 


A variety of occafional caufes are here enume- 
rated, the moft material of which feem to be the 
hered‘tary weaknels too creat a ful- 
nefs cf biood, from whatever cauic it nay have 
been induced; neglect of exerefe; fudden and 
violent exertions of ftrength ; want of ficep; the 
comprefiion of any important organ, as may be 
frequently met with among women, from too 
tight lacing of their flays. Impure air is men- 
tioned as a common caufe of chronic weaknels, 
hence large towns, and all places of public refort, 
are faid to be very improper fituations for patients 
labouring under fuch fymptoms. ‘loo copious a 
flow of the milk in nurfing is another frequent 
caufe ; excefs in venery 3; much expofure to heat; 
all fuch caufes as weaken the ftomach, dettroy 
eventua'ly, we are told, the tone of the whole 
fyftem. Befides thefe, he enumerates excefs 
cf mental application, together with diffe- 
rent aff:Clions of the mind, {uch as grief, fear, 
anxicty, &c.; the unnecefiary and imprudent 
ufe of remedics, particularily of blood-letting, 
emetics, and purgatives; an imprudent ufe ei- 
ther of ftimulants or fedatives, as inftanced in the 
ule of bitters long continued, of tobacco, opium 


and 
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and other narcotics. The unnatural and impru- 
dent treatment of pregnant and lying-in women, 
is taken notice of as another caufe of this trouble-. 
fome diforder ; and that efpecially with refpect 
to keeping women in that fituation too warm, 
too great freedom in prefcribing evacuations ; 
and an unneceflary ufe of inftruments. The laft 
caufe mentioned, is that fpecies of weaknefs which 


is frequently the confequence of fevers and other 
acute difeafes. 


In the following fe&tion of his differtation, Dr 
Withers treats of the diftinétion and prognoftic 
of chronic weaknefs. Palfy is the firlt diforder 
taken notice of, with which it may be confounds 
ed. Weaknefs, our author obferves, is a pre- 
dominant fymptom in palfy ; but it is weaknefs 
attended with diminifhed fenfibility ; a morbid 
{tate of irritability, on the contrary, accompanies 
chronic weaknefs. | 

The hypochondriac diforder is, frequently, we 
are told, iniftaken for chronic weaknefs. When 
jt occurs in a relaxed conititution, it conftitutes 
indeed the faine difeafe, the fymptoms and treat- 
ment being the fame; but, ifit occurs in a per- 
fon morbidly rigid, it is different in its nature, 
and requires a different method of cure, the 

{trengthening 
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ftrengthening remedies ufeful in one cafe, being 
found hurtful in the other. In all fuch diforders, 
therefore, it is of the utmoft confequence to ob- 
ferve whether the ae be of a relaxed or rigid 
conftitution. | 
Hyfterical are diftinguithed from this 
difeafe by the occurrence of fits, with the fenfation 
of a ballin the throat, arifing from a fpafmodic af- 


fe&tion of that part, which fometimes threatens 
ftrangulation, 

Chronic weaknefs, when accompanied with 
hectic fymptoms, is, frequentiy, it is faid, mifta- 
ken for a low nervous fever ; by attending par- 
ticularly, however, to the feveral fymptams of 
the two diforders, there can be no great rfk. of 
their being confounded. We are next warned 
again{ft confoundirg this diforcer with gout, 
the fymptoms of which are fometimes fimilar ; 
and the chlorofis, it is faid, is generally no o- 
ther compicint than chronic weaknefs. 

The prognofic muit be formed from the con. 
fideration of manv particulars, viz. the tempera- 
ment, age, fex, and profcilion of the patient ; the 
caufes which appeared to produce the diforder, 
the violence or mildnefs of the different fymp- 


toms, 
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coms, and the particular ftage of the complaint 
at the time. 

The method of cure in chronic weaknefs, is 
the fubjet of the laft fe€tion. The author ha- 
ving had frequent opportunities of treating this 
diforder, the remedies pointed out fhall be fuch 


only, he fays, as by experience have been found 
fuccefsful. 


The indications laid down for the accomplifh-’ 
ment of a cure are three. 


1. To avoid the occafional caufes of the dif 
order. 


2. To obviate particular fymptoms that aggra- 
vate the complaint. And, 


3- To reftore the tone and vigour of the fyftem. 


With refpect to the firft indication, the feveral 
occafional caufes already enumerated muft be 
carefully avoided, particularly full living, indo- 
lence ; and, if the unwholefomenels of a profeffion 
has contributed much to bring on the complaint, 
that profeflion muft be difcontinued, otherwife 
the diforder cannot poflibly be removed. If the 
air of a large town difagree with a patient, and 
weaken him, the country air is naturally to be 
preferred. Coolnefs being of great confequence, 


the fires in common fitting rooms fhould be fmall, 
fo 
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fo as to preferve the air of a moderate tempera- 
ture. In bed the patient is directed to lie ona 
matrafs, in preference to feathers ; and to keep 
himfelf always fo cool as not to encourage a co- 
pious perfpiration. Too copious an evacuation 
of the feminal fluid fhou!ld be cautioufly avoided ; 
as likewife excefs of ftudy, which is fo powerful 
an occafional caufe of chronic weaknels, we are 
told, that very few men of learning are free from 


the difeafe. 


In the fecond indication mentioned, viz. the 
obviating of fuch fymptoms as fcem to aggravate 
the complaint, we are favoured particularly with 


remarks on the following fymptoms ; indigettion, 
heartburn, and aciaity, cholic-pains, coftivenefs, 
dejection of fpirits, and want of fleep. When 
indigeftion comes any great length, it is particu- 
larly neceflary to pay great attention to the diet ; 
and a mixture of animal and vegetable food is 
recommended as the moft proper. A diet con- 
fifting entirely of fifth meat, has already been faid 
to be too nutritive ; and vegetables alone as cer- 
tainly produce indigeftion, flatulency, pain, aci- 
dity, and purging 3 a mjxture of the two, there- 
fore, forms thc belt diet in this difeafe. ‘To ob- 
viate indigeition, the aliment fhould be taken 
at 
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at every meal in moderate quantities, and of the 
moft wholefome kind, dreffed in the fimpleft 
manner. In general, we are told, the flefh of old 
animals is more eafily digefted than that of young 
ones, as affording a greater ftimulus to the ito- 
mach; but, on this point, as different forts of 
animal food agree with different conflitutions, 
nothing farther can be faid, than that the patient 
wuit be regulated by his appetite, and by repeat- 
ed trials. With refpeét to vegetables, the fame 
general rule muft be obferved, taking care al- 
ways to employ fuch as are found to be moft ea- 
fily digefted. 


‘Tea and coffee, which are to be confidered as 
parts of diet, are, we are told, in confequence: 
of their fedative quality, found to be fometimes 
ferviceable in chronic weaknefs, efpecially if at- 
tended with fpafmodic affections. But, when 
ufed {trong, or in too great quantity, they often 
prove injurious to the nervous fyftem, by occa- 
fioning tremors, heartburn, acidity, watchful- 
nefs, and dejection of fpirits. 


The too liberal ufe of wine, or of any f{piri- 
tous liquors, accuftoms the {tomach to an unnatu- 
ral ftimulus, which increafes its action, and con- 
fequently deftroys its tone ; the ftomach, efpeci- 

ally 
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ally in children, fhould be cautioufly preferved 
from the aétion of ftrong ftinulants of every kind. 
From the neglect of this precaution, children, at 
very early periods of life, are found to labour 
under chronic weaknefs, complicated with gout 
and other maladies. | 


Although wines, however, as well as other fer- 
mented liquors, are, when imprudently taken, 
juftly confidered as poifons; yet a few giafles 
of good wine after dinner and after fupper, are 
frequently ferviceable, our author obferves, in 
diforders of this kind ; and that quantity will ge- 
nerally, he fays, be found fufficient, unlefs the 
patient has been previoufly accuftomed to drink 
freely. Wine thus moderately ufed, he obferves, 
obviates putrefcency, and promotes digeftion ; 
and gently ftimulates without weakening the con- 
{titution. 

When the patient is much troubled with heart- 
- burn, and acidity of the firft paffages, abforbent, 
demulcent, and emetic remedies are recommend- 
ed. Abforbents, it is obferved, by uniting with 
the acid in the inteftines, form a neutral falt ; 
and by this means obviate that acidity which is a 
frequent caufe of the heartburn, We are cau- 
tioned, however, again{t ufing thefe medicines 
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to excefs; for, by deftroying totally the acid of 
the ftomach, they promote, it is faid, a putrid 
tendency in the animal fluids. 


_ Colic-pains frequently depend upon too great 
a diftention of the alimentary canal, in confe- 
quence of over-plentiful meals ; in fuch cafes, 
they are removed by a more moderate way of 
living. When fuch pains, however, feem to be 
of a fpafmodie nature, as they frequently are, 
opium, falt of hartfhorn, mufk, and vasecnsd are 
recommended. 

Coftivenefs is another fymptom frequently 
troublefome in chronic weaknefs, and mull, by 
attention to diet, and the ufe of mild laxatives, 
be particularly guarded againft. 


Dejection of fpirits is the next fymptom taken 
notice of by Dr Withers. It generally requires 
he obferves, the utmoft attention of the praéti- 
tioner, to palliate or remove it, as it is common- 
ly connected with alarming apprehenfions, tini- 
dity of mind, and fome degree of falfe imagina- 
tion. ‘The principal circumftances to be attend- 
ed to, in this cafe, as remedies, are, to keep the 
mind conftantly engaged in bufincfs, or amufe- 
ment, and to take regular and moderate exer- 
cife. Want of fleep is another very troubleforne 
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fymptom common in this diforder. It often a- 
rifes, we are told, fromthe patient’s lying too 
inany hours in bed; feven or eight hours is re- 
commended as fufficient for any perfon to indulge 
in. Exercife, and even moderate labour, are ad- 
vifed as the beft incentives to fleep; with the 
want of which the aétive and laborious part of 
mankind are feldom troubled. Sometimes, how- 
ever, it is neceffary to have recourfe to antifpaf- 
modics, and opiates. : 


There are feveral other fymptoms, which, at 
) times, occur in chronic weaknefs, which, as they 
commonly depend on the general debility of the 
fy{tem, are to be removed by tonics, and fuch 
other remedies as are found ferviceable for the 
difeafe in general. 


The laft indication to be attended to is, to re- 
ftore the tone and vigour of the fyftem. This im- 
portant change is to be effected by the ufe of 
aftringents, ftimulants, and tonics. Thefe re- 
medies, when prudently adminiftered, ftrengthen 
the fyftem ; but they are often, we are told, em- 
ployed in fuch an improper manner, as to cifa- 
gree with the patient, and increafe the difeafe. 


The aftringent remedies here recommended, 
are, uva urfi, oak bark, campeachy wood, tor- 
mentil 
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mentil and biftort ; as likewife allum, and galls. 

The boles, dragons blood, and Japan earth, are 
likewife recommended; but their operation ts 
faid to be weak and uncertain, — 


Stimulants are a clafs of remedies that are ex- 
tremely numerous ; the following articles of this 
kind are recommended as the moft efficacious, 
viz.. Peppermint, cinnamon, lavender, canella al- 
ba, cloves, ginger, camphor, gum. gudiac, Virgi- 
nian {nake-root, balfams, mutftard, horfe-raddifh, 
caftor, affa foetida, acther, falt of hartfhorn, wine, 
fpirits, and common falt. Stimulants are efpe- 
cially advifed in. chronic weaknefs, when that 
difeafe is accompanied with great languor and 

torpor of the living powers. They excite, we 
\ are told, the action of the nervous fyftem, acce- 
lerate the circulation, promote the difcharge by 
the fkin, and eliminate from the blood thofe pu- 
trefcent particles, which are often retained in 
coniequence of languor and debility. They in- 
creafe the periftaltic motion of the alimentary 
tube ; they retard fermentation, prevent acidity, 
and forward the digeftion of the aliment. By 
this means, the ‘appetite is improved, and the 


procefs of nutrition carried on in a more perfect 
manner. 


Tonics 
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Tonics are the laft fet of remedies taken no- 
tice of. The articles particularly recommended, 
are, cold bathing, the preparations of fteel, cha- 
lybeate waters, bitters, and the Peruvian bark... 


. With refpe& to. cold bathing, the degree of 
coldnefs in the water fhould be proportioned to 
the patient’s ftrength of conftitution ; for, if the 
water be too cold, it will prevent, we are told, 
that falutary re-adtion of the heart and arteries, 
which is indicated after bathing by the fenfation 
of.a gentle univerfal warmth. To promote the 
re-action of the vafcular and nervous fyltems, 
the patient is advifed to have acquired, by ex- 
ercife, a moderate degree of heat before going 
into the water. Among the feveral fteel medi- 
cines had recourfé to in chronic weaknefs, the 
chalybeate water of Scarborough is particularly 
recommended ; as likewife thofe of Spa, Pyrmont, 
and Harrogate. 


Bitters, together with the Peruvian bark, are 
recommended as valuable remedies in the cure 
of chronic weaknefs. The articles enumerated 
are, gentian, chamomile, tanfy, orange-pecl, 
fimaruba, zedoary, cleutheria, and columbo — 
root. 


In 


| 
4 
ia 
| 
| 
¢ 
a 
‘hi 
| 
; 
‘ 
; 
‘ 


COMMENTARIES. 413 


In the exhibition of Jefuits bark, the powder, 
when it agrees with the flo:nach, 1s recommend. 
ed as the beft preparation of it; anc the cold 
infufion is faid to be ftronger than the decoction. 


Societatis Medicae Havnienis Collectanea, cum p- 
guris aért incifis. Vol. 1. 8vo, Havniae, 


ILE fociety to who:n we are indebted for 
this work, confifts principally of poyficians 
of eminence at Copenhagen. Sut, befdes prac- 
titioners in that city, they have adcpted ailo into 
their pumber feveral toreiga members. Among 
others, Drs Cullen and Duncan, of Edinburgh, 
have had that honour conferred upon tuem. 
From the indultry cf Dr Tode, regius profef- 
for of medicine, and one of the court-phyficians 


at Copenhagen, who holds the office of fecretary 


to this focicty, we entertain the piealine hope 
that, from their labours, cur work may citen be 
enriched. ‘The prefent volume contains about 
forty papers 3 but, without mentioning the thes 
of each of thefe, we fhall give forme account of 
what we reckon the moit important, 
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De eximia falis tartari efficacia in rachitide. 
Axctore Petro Chriftiano Abildgaard.—The 


fubject of this cafe was a boy of feven years old, 


who laboured under rickets to a great degree. 
His inferior extremities were become {tiff and im- 
moveable ; the abdomen flaccid ; he was ema- 


ciated with a diarrhoea and conftant fweatings ; 
and had five filluious ulcers ail running at the 


fame time. 


The following mixture was prefcribed, of 
which four ounces wis taken daily. R, decoct. 


cort. Peruvian. viii. fatis tartari, zfs. M. 


In the courfe of a month, the patient was fo 
‘far recovered as to be able to rife from his bed, 
and to wa'k with fome fupport. At that time, 
the bark was changed for rubia tinctorum ; and 
in lefs than four months the boy got fo well, as 
to be able to walk with the afliftance of a crutch, 
and the ulcers by that tme were molftly cica- 
trifed. 


The fa't of tartar was the only remedy which 
our author fays he here depended on; and he 
has, on differ:nt occafions, feen rickety people 
cured by a watery folution of that falt alone. 


Infania a viorbe capitis externo obfervata. A¥rid. 
Gab. Got. Sivbern.—In a girl labouring under 
mania, a flight {welling was obferved on the left 
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fide of the head, near to the fagittal and lamb- 
doid futures. By the application of gum plafters, 
the tumor came ‘to fuch a fize as rendered it 
neceflary to open it. On an incifion being made 
into it, a thin kind of ferum was difchargcu, and 
the craniun at that part was found ca:ious. 
From the time the fwelling was opene’', the pa- 
tient began to recover, and came graducl'y to 
the ufe of her fenfes. By proper management 
the fore was healed up. In the courf: of treat- 
ment it appeared, that the patient iad formerly 
laboured under tinea capitis’; winch trade our 
author fufpcct the tumor in queflion to have 
proceeded from a retroceflion of that diforder ; 
and endeavours were accordingly ufed to occa- 
fion a return of the eruption, but without cfect. 


Herpetis exedentis curatio. Autt. Frid. Lud. 
Bang.—aA patient had laboured for two years 
uncer a herpes excdens on one of the hands ; 
the fingers were much fwelied, exccriated, and 
in fone parts ulcerated ; and the matter difshar- 
ged was athinichor. A dofe of jalsp was pre- 
{cribed every fourth morning as purgative; 
and an clectuary was ordered, confiting of two 
parts of Jefuits barks and one of fuifafras. As 
external applications, le was direGed to ufe 
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um palmae. and frequent bathing of the parts, as 
foon as the fkin was fo {trong as to admit of it. 
In a iew weeks, by a continuation of this treat- 
ment, the difeafe was removed. 


Objervationes circa aérem in fanguine et bu- 
moribus cententum, quibus fimul nova pathologia 
feorbuti adjingitur. Auctore Jo. Wenr. Schon- 
heyder.—-the nature, origin, and effedts of this 
fpecics of ar, is here inquired into by our author; 
and ins op ion is, that the greateft part of it is 
tranfi.itted immediately to the blood, in a femi- 
elaflic ftate from the alimentary canal. He is 
not of Ur M‘Bridc’s op nion, with refpeét to the 
feurvy procceding fiom a deficiency of fixed air 
inthe isiiem; bui that difeafe to depend 
on an alka {cent of the fluids ; and. 
recoinmenis, therefore, a courfe of acefcents, as 


the belt method of treatment. 


De placenta in orificio uteri Auc. 
tore Methia Saxterph.—This particular fituation 
of the paccrta occurred fo frequently in the 
courie of © fhert tune to our author, tut he is 
lei to conciede, that particular kinds of births 
Mey, at C herent periods, become epidemic as 
well as other difeaies. Eight cafes of it, we are 

told, 
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told, occurred to him in the fpace of fix months; 
whereas, in the former part of his pratt ce, and 
in the courfe of three thoufand fix hun 
bours, he had never obferved more than one 
fingle cafe fimilar to thefe. 


Haemorrbagies in the taf month of pregnan- 
cy, prefage, we are told, this fituacion of the pla- 
centa. One of the women, aluded to by our 
author, fuftained five retuens of haemorrhagies ; 
another three returns, and in two they returned 
only twice. The labour-pains in fuch cafes are 
always fo weak, and come on fo infenfioly, that 
they are fometimes fcarcely perceived. For put- 
ting a fiop to the flux of blood atter the birth 
is over, gentle preflure with tne hands upoa the 
abdomen is recommended as the moit effectual 
remedy. 


De fimplicifjyna methodo tractandi puerperas, 
in domo obftetricia regia Havnienft, anno 1773 ab- 
fervata. <Autoré fo. Philip. Royert.—The 
greateft fimplicity, we aré toid, 1s obferved in e- 
very circumftance reiating to delivery in this 
hofpital for lying-in women. ‘The wo.nan 
is never placed in the chair in wich fhe is 
to be delivered, till the internal orfice of 
the womb is fo much dilate’, as to abuow 
the child’s head to protrude externaiy. ihe 
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perinacum is direCed not to be deprefled by tire 
mdwife, as is commonly done, but merely to be 
fupported by the hand, fo as to prevent any rifk 
O1 its veg ruptured. The placenta, after be- 
ing thoroughly ieparated from the uterus, is 
extracted 5 but, although an entire feparation 
mav not take place till twenty hours even af- 
ter delivery, no force whatever is uted in ta- 
king itaway. Inno whatever, but when 
the greateit danger is evident, fhould the hand, 
we are told, be introduced into the uterus. In 
th- evening of the fecond day after delivery, an 
injection is ordered, with a view to diminifh or 
prevent the milk-fever. 

Vhefs, and other diceCions, are given with re- 
fpe& to natural bireis ; and, fo great is the pro- 
portion of natural births to others, that, out of 
three hundred and thirty-teven, which occurred 
in tlie prececdirg year, two hundred and nincty- 
five were of that kind. When fuch births ad- 
vance flowy, blood-lctting, withimell dofes of 
laucenua, are recommended as the beft remedies 
for them quickly forward. 

In cafes of difheult fubour from an oblique fi- 
tusicn cf the weaib, cu: quity 1s not con- 
triers e we are to trut entirely to nae 


ree when more iderable, betore the 
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forceps are had recourfe to, blood-Ictting 's ad- 
vifed, together with anody.es, camphor, and ni- 
tre. 


No kind of roller or bandage whatever is al- 
lowed to be applied to the ab:iomen after delive- 
ry, fo that the flux of the lochia is always exceed- 
ingly free; and this, our author thinks a moft 
material circumftance in every labour, as no o- 


ther evacuation fo effectually prevents inflamma- 
tion. 


Among all the deliveries our author had been 
prefent at in this hofpital, on!y two cafes of puer- 
peral ever occurred. One of the pitients re- 
covered, and the other was carried of on the 
fourtii day after delivery. On opening the body 
after death, the abdomen was found full of a pu- 
ruicnt toetid matter, which feemed to aducre to 
the inteitines. o.nentum was aimoit entire- 
ly putrified ; tie uterus externally appeared con- 
tracted, ana flightty imiamed towards its bottom. 
On being laid open, it was ‘ound filed w:th co- 
aguiatcd blood ; in its neck it was enurely fhut, 
althougi the ostincae remained open. ‘Lie ova- 
riuin Oi the righi fide, as liv.ewile the broad li- 
gament of the womb, wereaimoit totally morti- 
fied. 


VII. 
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Mathaci Francifei Alix Medicinae et Chirurgiae 
&e. Oodjervaia Chirurgica, LFafti- 
culust. 8vo, Altenburg. 


« N the firlt cafe of this collection, we are pre- 

fented with obfervations on diicrent fubjets, 

of which the following icein to be tic moft im- 
portant. 

De fulmine tacio aqua vegeto minerali Gou- 


lardi concentraticri feliciter curate. The left 
leg was the part chiefly affected; it was great- 


ly fwelled, of a livid appearance, per- 
fetiy infenfible. Gowlard’s water was applied 
to the parts, but without any ev:dent advantage ; 
the proportion of icad, however, being increaled, 
the patient, in the courfe of a few hours, felt a 
fisshit titilation, and began to inove the limb. 
Tue fame appheation, together with the ufe of 
the bark inwardiy, being continued, a thorough 
recovery was very foon obtained. 

De clandulae thyreideae agediu. A large twell- 
13g upon the thyroid giana, which feemed to 
contain matter, being laid open, a confiderable 
onanticy of extravafated blood was firft difchar- 


ged. 
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ged. Upon going deeper, the whole furface of 
the abfcefs was found covered with a hard, calca- 
reous kind of matter. ‘Lhe arteries of the thy- 
roid gland were found enlarged, confticuting a 
{purious aneurifm., ‘The patient, we are cold, 


foon died apoplectic. 


De abfceffu in regioni inguinali. Upon opening 
an abfcefs in the groin, the peritonaeum was found 
to be laid bare. A plentiful fuppuration erfu- 
ing, that membrane exfoliated or calt off fo ef- 
fectually, as to leave the gut which it had cover- 
ed quite naked. The wound, however, diml- 
nifhed daily, and ina fhort time was cicatrifed. 
But the tumor returning, with an evident fluc- 
tuation of matter, it was again opened, when, 
together with the matter contained, there was 
difcharged a pledgit, which, by want of proper 
attention, had been allowed to remain in the jore 
when it was formerly open. ‘The cure now went 
properly on, and, in a fhort time, was thoroughly 
compleated. 


Hydrops univerfalis—In a cafe of obftinate 
dropfy, that had refifted all the ufual remedies, 
cantharides were had recourfe to with the preateft 
fuccefs. Four grains, diluted witha large quan- 
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tity of barley-water, acted as a very powerful diu- 
retic ; and a fourth part of that quantity was af- 
terwards given at three differe::t times. Bark, 
falt of worinwood, and rhubarb, were alfo pre- 
{cribed, and, in the courfe of fix weeks, a per- 
fe&t cure was obtained. In about eighteen 
months, however, from that period, the diforder 
returned, when cantharides were again acviied, 
but with no effet. Their failure at this time, our 
author attributes to the irritability of the patient’s 
fyftem being diminifhed, in confequence of a 
greater degree of debility which now took place. 
A cure, however, was again effected by recourfe 
to incifions, falt of wormwood, bark, and rhu- 
barb. Cantharides are much recommended by 


our author, in all fuch cafes as do not yield tothe 
ulfual remedies. 


Inflammatio venacfecticnem fecuta.—In this cafe 
is related the hiftory of an inflammation of the 
arm, attended with acute pain; it had proceed- 
ed from the puncture of a nerve, our author i- 
magines, in blood-letting, as he does not think, 
with Heifter, Garengeot, Haller, and others, that 
fuch an occurrence trom that operation is ever 
owii.g to a punctured tendon. A cure was here 

effected 
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efle€ted by the application of efcharotics to the 
wounded nerve, as recommended by Foubert ; 


together with cataplafms of Goulard’s faturnine 
water. 


Hiftoria valde curiofa brachu fphacelo corrupti. 
In a cafe of mortification of the ar, all the 
ufual rewedies were had recourfe to without ef- 
fect; the difeafe increafed daily, and advanced 
fo much, that the arm became gangrenous 
through its whole length. It became hard and 
- black, to fuch a degree, as nearly to re{tmble dri- 
ed {moked meat. It was perfectly free from all 
putrefcency of fmell, was not attended with pain, 
and the patient, in other refpeéts, enjoyed very 
good health. Ina fhort time tiie arm feparated 
of its own accord, and fell off from the body ; 
no haemorrhagy occurred; and the parts with 
which it had been conjoined foon becaine fo dry, 
as to difcharge no kind of fluid whatever. The 
old man, the fubjeé&t of this cafe, remained, we 
are informed, in perfect health. 


De tendine Achillis difciffo, artificiofa deligatione 
feliciter fanato—Vhe moft remarxadle circu:n- 
itance in the hiftory of this cafe, is, that fuch an 
effectual cure was obtained in the ccurie of a 
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fortnight, that the patient, at the end of that 


time, went about his ordinary bufinefs without 
any inconvenience. | 


IX. 


Chirurgijcbe Wahrnehmungen, von Johann Le- 
brecht Schmucker, Aonighch-Preuffifchen Er- 
ften General-chirurgus von der Armee, &c. &c. 
Chirurgical Obfervations, by John Le- 
brecht Schmucker, fir/? Surgeon to the Army 
of the King cf Prufia. In two Parts. Part. I. 
On Wounds and lifeafes of the Head. Part\l. 
On Difeafes of the Breaft, Abdomen, and Extre- 


-gmuities. 8vo, Berlin. 


‘HE author of thefe obfervations, in his at- 
tendance on the armies and hofpitals of his 
Pruffian Majefty, having had move experience in 
the feveral diforders treated of than can often be 
fuppofed to fall to the fhare of one man; the 
publication of them muft, therefore, it is imagi- 
ned, prove very acceptable to the public. 


The greateft part of the firft Part, is taken 
up with the confideration of wounds of the head; 


from 
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from which it appears, that both in the di- 


agnofis, proguofis, and method of cure in fuch 
accidents, we are as yet very deficient. 


One of the moft unaccountable circumftances, 
attending affections of this nature is, that, in 
many cafes of wounds of the head, efpecially in 

-thofe from gun-fhots, which at firft, and for ma- 
ny days after being inflicted, appear to be attend- 
ed with no kind of danger, at laft turn worfe, and 
frequently carry off the patients. Twelve cafes 
are here related which occurred at one of the 
many memorable fieges of laft war, which all 
proved fatal, aiter the patients, for many days, 
had remained perfectly free from every bad fymp- 
tom ; and in which, nothing outwardly appeared, 
farther than the bone being either merely denu- 
ded, or otherwife very flightly affeét.d. The 
trepan in all of them was had recourfe to, but 
without either being of fervice, or able to dete& 
the caufe of the different fymptoms. 


On opening the heads of fuch patients after 
death, either pus was found diffufed upon the 
pia mater, or a gelatinous femipurulent kind of 

matter 
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matter was obferved. Most frequently the brain 
itfelf appeared perfectly found. 


The caufe of death in cafes of this nature is 
attributed, by our author, chiefly to an affection 
of the tunica arachnoidea, and of different lym- 
phatics. The contufion occafioned by gunfhot- 
wounds and fiinilar accidents, produces always, 
he fays, an effufion and ftagnation of lymph, 
which in cachctic debilitated fubjeéts, (fuch as fol- 
diers commonly are at the end of the campaign 


in a tedious war), is with dificulty abforbed, 
and is commonly therefore either converted into 


or a thin ichor. 


This view of the canfe of the diforder, firft 
fuggefted to our author the propriety of aftrin- 
gent applications in fuch cafes ; and he has fre- 


quently, we are told, employed them with the 
greaicft advantage. The following is an applica- 


tion of this kind he has often ufed with fuccefs, 
and is a form which he feems to prefer to all o- 
thers. ‘To forty pouns of cold water, add four 
pounds of vinegar, fixteen ounces of nitre, and 
eight ounces of fal ammoniac. ‘The part affec- 


ted is ordered to be frequently well bathed with 
} this, at the fame time that blood-letting is pre- 


{cribed, together with the internal ufe of nitre, 
ftimulating 


if 
j 
if 
j 
| 
| 
(a 
| 

it 

| 


COMMENTARIES. 427 


ftimulating inje€tions, and laxatives. In all the 
flighter affections of the head, the greateft fuc- 
cefs, we are told, has been obferved from fuch 
a courfe; and, even in fuch as have required 
the trepan, our author has oftcn, he thinks, 
feen it put in practice with advantage. In con- 
cuffions of the brain, even without any external 
wound, cold epithems and fomentations are faid 
to be very ferviceable, efpecially if conjoined 
with ftimulating glyfters, and the application of 
leeches to the temp!cs. 


A variety of interefting obfervations, with re- 
fpe&t to other affections of the head, are after- 
wards inferted. In one cafe, a locked jaw occur- 
red, in confequence of a wound on the right fide 
of the head wthafword. ‘The trepan was twice 
applied, but without advantage ; when a colleétion 
of matter under the temporal mufcle being ob- 
ferved, and afterwards evacuated by cutting 
through that mufcle, the fpafm was effectually re- 
moved, and a cure of the wound eafily obtained. 
Another cafe of the fame kind is afterwards re- 
lated, in which evacuating the matter co:tained 
below the temporal mufcle proved effeQuu, af- 
ter the trepan had been four times applied with- 
out any advantage. 


Severa! 
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Several cafes of gunfhot-wounds in the fore- 
head are related, in which the trepan was applied 
to the os frontis with the greateft advantage. In 
wounds of tie cranium, thofe made with fharp 
cutting in{truments, always terininate much more 
eafily, we are told, than thofe occafioned by fuch 
as are snore blunt or obtufe. Among many re- 
markabie cafes, which we are afterwards favour- 
ed with, one is related, in which part of the 
cortical fubitance of the brain was cut out with 
a {word, and a cure was in ‘ue time ealily effec- 
ted. 


Violent concuffions of tie brain are often pro- 
duced, our author obferves, merely from the 
r to the head, with- 
obfervable. In 


paflage of cannon balis 
out any external affect 
fuch cafes, and in al! fimilar concuffions, emetics, 
we are told, arc commonly attended with the 
belt effects; venaefection, however, muft always 
be premifed to the ufe of thefe remedies. Eme- 
tics, after blood-lctting, are likewife recommend- 
ed by our author, in a fpecies of blindnefs, which 
he has frequent!y known foldiers to be feized 
with from making long marches in fultry wea- 
ther. In fome cafes, one blood-letting, and a 
fingle vomit the following day, have proved effec- 

tual ; 
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tual ; on other occafions diffcre::t repetitions of 
both reatedies have been ncceffury. 


When treating of ophthalmia, leeches to the 
temples and eyelids are much recomwended 5 
but our author is greatly againft fcarificatiors of 
the tunica conjunctiva, as advifed by many. 18 
a corroborant ior that tpecies of rejaxation, Com- 
mon in ophthaimia, a coliyrium is recoi:mende 
ed, of eight opnces of refe-water, two drocams 
of alluin, and a {cruple of faccharum faturni. 


A full account is given by our author, of a 
fpecies of blinunefs fometimes produced by a 
tranflation of the matter of gonorrhoca to the 
eyes. In fuch cafes, antiphiog {tic remedies are 
advifed to be appiied to the eyes, togethcr with 
blood-lett.ng, nitre, and other cooting medicines 
inwardly ; at the faine time, that catas 
plafms fhou:d be applied to the penis and peri- 
nacum, with a view to foilcit a return of the dif- 
charge to thefe parts. 


In treati-g of gungua, or fuch tumors of the 
encylted kind as contain an infpiflated kind of 
iIncifion into them, to evacuate thes voutents, 
and aiterwarus to obtain a reunion of tne parts 
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by means of the dry future. In the finaller fwel- 
lings of this kind, a cure, we are told; may al- 
moft always be obtained, by gentle frictions with 
foap diffoived in ftrong fpiriis of wine. | 
The fecond volume of our author’s work 
commences with the confideration of diforders 
of the breaft. Some cafes are related, in which 
mufket-bullets paffed through the lungs, and 
which were afterwards happily cured. In wounds 
of the breaft, tight bandages are much conde: n- 
ed; and, in place of a great number of finall 
dofils, with which fuch wounds are commonly 
covered, one large dofil or cufhiion is rather re- 
commended. ‘Lhe beft method of preventing 
emphyfematous {wellings in wounds penetrating 
into the cheit, is to enlarge and keep open, we 
are told, the external openings, which effectually 
prevents the air from within diffufing over the 
cellular membrane. Of many remarkable cafes 
of wounds in the breaft and abdomen related by 
our author, we fhail nere inention two. A fol- 
dier received a fhot with two bullets at the faine 
time, one of iron, and the other of lead. On 
the latter being extracted, as no others were at 
the time fufpected to have entered, the fore was 
healed up. In the courfe of fixteen years, hows 
ever, 
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ever, a larce iron bu'let was taken out from the 
region of the liver. s.nothcr foidier wound- 
ed through the diaphragin in the mgt hypo- 
chondrium ; and, a'though a paraphrenitis fuc- 
ceeded, attended with violent laughter, crying, 
and vomiting, yet a cure at laft was obtained. 


In treating of cancer, extirpation is mentioned 
as almoft the only remedy to be depended on. 
And this operation, our author fays, he has, on 
many occafions, had recourfe to in open cancers 
of the mamma, with the greateft fuccefs,; and 
that even in the very worft cafes of that kind, 
when, to all appearance, the difeafe bad arife 
from an internal caufe, and when the different 
fymptoms of hectic had occurred. Cicuta we 
are defired by no means to depend oa in this 
difeafe. Many experiments are here related, 
made with that remedy procured dircct'y trom 
Vienna; but, inftead of being of any advantage to 
the patients, almoft all of them feemed to fufer 
much from its ule ; in fome of them, great debi- 
lity was induced, and, in others, fuck tremors 
of the joints, as they did not avain recover trom. 


Our author afterwards treats fucceilively of the 
paraccnichis of the abdomen, of the diflerent fpe- 
cies of hernia, hydrocele, ancurifm, and lithoto- 
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ny. Incutting for the Rone, he determines, 
after agreat deal of experience, in faveur of 
the great apraratus, as recomu.cnuded by 
Dran-; as it aways, be fays, proves much more 


fucceisiul than even the lateral opereuon. 


We are common!y directed, cur author ob- 
ferves, inthefe cafes of gumthet-wounds where any 
of the cxtecmities are olf, to amputate 
imimedinte:y above the part. In ail fuch cafes, 
howsver, amputation, lic fays, ought by no 

scans to be had recourfe to; for, from exten- 
five experience on ths point, be bas lore been 
convincey, that fores produced in this manner, 
heal with much greater eafe, and with lefs nk 
to the paticut, than thole which are Jeft after 
the amputeton ot any member. He even 
advises us aot to take of fuch parts of fpiintered 
bones us happen to protrude in cafes of tints 
kind ; for they always, le fays, in due tinie, fe- 
perste, of thor own accord, a confideratle way 
within the margin ef tae foit parts. variety 
of exfes of cunthct wounss arc related, in which, 
without having rcourie to aaputition, complete 
cures wire cbtained’, although different bones 
had been very much fhattered. 


Our 


a 
i 
{ 
| 
i 
4 
| 
& 


COMMENTARIES. 


J 


Our author concludcs ths publication wth a 
variety of judicious obfervations on tie treats 
ment of thofe bit by ma.) dogs; and the proprie- 
ty of every article recommended, is confirmed 
by the enumeration of different cafes, waich had 
been treated in the manner pretcribed. Such 
wounds are cirected to be immedsately walhed 
clean; and, after deep fearifications being made 
into them, the parts are to be immerfed in warm 
water, with a view to encourage a flow of blood. 
The wounds are afterwards to be {prinkled with 
the powder of cantharides, and a bliflering-pla- 
{ter to. be applied over all. ‘This treatment 
be continued for eivht or ten days, aad the 
wounds, by proper digeftives, fhould be kept 
running for at leaft a month. Internally, fre- 


quent dofes of nitre and camphor are recom- 
mended. 


The extirpation of that tendon, commonly 
termed the wwerm, from the under pait of the 
tongue In Cogs, with a view to prevent their 
doing harm when mad, is recommended by our 
author, in confequence of different experiments 
which he himfelf pucin practice in order to deter- 
mine the propriety of it, 
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Medical Odfervations. 


The Fiiftory of a remarkable wound in the Trachea 


and neighbouring parts. By Mr James Stark, 
Surgeon in Calcutta. 


PON the 25th day of O&ober 1775, I was 

requefted to vifit an European that had cut 
his own throat, a few hours before I was called, 
but I was told he had ftill fome appearance of life 
remaining. 

When I went to the place, I found him lying 
upon the ground, with his throat cut from car 
to ear, and an immenfe effufion of blood all a- 
round. Upon moving him, I found that there 

was 
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was a good deal of ftrength remaining, notwith- 
ftanding the great lofs of blood. I therefore be- 


gan to examine the wound, which had the fol- 
lowing appearance. 


~The external jugular veins on both fides 
were perfeatly divided; the carotid artcries laid 
bare; the trachea arteria divided from the la- 
rynx immediately above the pomum adami; the 
cpiglottis and glottis, along with the os hyoides, 
perfectly detached from the rima glottidis; the 
pharynx cut through, except about a finger’s 
breadth of the back part, which was very much 
itretched ; for the trachea thus divided, had re- 
trated equal with the clavicles, as had alfo the 
fore part of the ocfophagus, which very much 
itretched the remaining fibres of the pharynx. 
As the os hyoides was perfeétly detached from 
the riina,,confequently every mufcle that arifes 
trom the different cartilages, &c. of the wind- 
pipe, and which are inferted in the os hyoides, 
were cut through, Finding matters in this fitu- 
ation, | thought any attempt would be perfectiy 
ii vain, aS he muft certainly expire in a few 
hours. Tlowevet, as the efufion of blood was 
flopped, and he ftill had a good deal of ftrength 
remaining, I was willing to give him every pol- 
fible 


fible chance. Therefore, after wathing the cloat- 
ed blood fio:n’ the wound, I endeavoured to at- 
tach the for:-part of the oelopbagus to the pha- 
ryux with nee ies and waxed threa.; but found 
it very d-fhicuic to acco.. plifh, as the wound was ) 
very jagged, tic patient averfe to Lave any thing 
done for himfel{, and the pricking of the neecles 
brought on vicient reaching to vomit, fo that 
the contents of the fiouw:ach were evacuated by 


the wound. I next endeavoured to attach the 


j 
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trachea to the larynx, which was likewile difficult 
on account of the conftant convulfive coughing ; 

however, it wis at ‘aft done, and the patient, in 
this fituatien, jwa:ow a little water, tho’ 
the greatefl part {i} ran out by the wound. 1 
then eppied fips of adbefive plaiter near the 


ccges of the cxternal wound, ond, by means of 
tue quiied future, brought che lips in contact 
in every parc, except whcre the threads of the 
internal wound protruded, and then drefled the 
whole with dry int. ‘That the more care might 
be taken, } had the pasent carried to my own 
houfe, waere iimmediate.y ordered his belly to 
be opened with «'yfers, und tiat he fhould have 
nothing wi atever given by the mouth; but that 
he fhouid be ent: i fupported by nutritive gly- 


fters. 
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{ters, adininiftered every two hours, and that he 
fhould be kept as much at reft as poffible. Next 
day I found him perfectly free from fever, his 
puife finall, but flow and regular. The weather 
at this time was pretty hot, and made me afraid 
of putrifactive fymptoms; I therefore ordered 
that he fhould have a glyfter of ftrong decoction 
of bark twice a-day, and that he fhould retain 
them as long as poflible. ‘The fecond day he 
was much the fame, only his pulfe was quicker, 
as was his breathing ; he likewife had a frequent 
tickling cough, but no appearance of fuppuration 
on the wound. On the third day, a pretty plen- 
tiful difcharge of matter and mucus took piace, 
and every bad fymptom difappeared, except the 
cough, which was rather more troublefome, from 
part of the n.atter difcharged falling into the top 
of the windpipe. The fourth and fifth days he 
was much the fame ; but, on the fixth, matters 
took a very different turn, as now he had cvery 
appearance of fymptomatic fever, from an ab- 
forption of maiter having taken place: His fkin, 
before moift, was now very hot and parched ; 
pulfe quick and finall ; the difcharge trom the 


wound very ichorous and offc ative, and the parts 
adjacent very hot ; his breatiung quick, and in- 
{fpiration 
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fpiration very difficult, with a loud rattling noife, 
and altogether extremely reftlefs and uneafy. 
As the fymptoms of fever increafed very faft, Inow 
thought that he had no chance whatever ; howe- 
ver, I ordered that hot dreflings fhould be applied 
to the wound, that the number of bark glyfters 
fhould be increafed, and that he might be allow- 
ed to fmoke a * chirrutt, for which he had a 
great defire, as it promotes expectoration, and 
perhaps might affift in bringing back a difcharge 
of matter from the wound. He continued in 
this fituation all the next day and the following. 
But, on the ninth, when I expected to have 
found him dead, how much was I furprifed to fee 
him perfectly free from fever, his fkin moift, and a 
thick difcharge from the wound, hardly in any de- 
gree offentive. Lcontinued the fame regimen and 
dreffing as already mentioned, and with thefe 
new appearances conceived frefh hopes. Next 
morning, upon unbinding the wound, every thing 
looked the fame, only all the ftitches had given 
way, and the windpipe and gullet had retracted 
as before. Now I had a full view of the whole 


extent 


* Tobacco leaves rolled up hard, about the fize of 
a finger, which is lighted at one end, and the fmoke 
drawn from it by the other put in the mouth. 


° 
5 


COMMENTARIES. 439 


extent of the wound, which was really fhocking 
to behold ; for, between the os hyoides and the 
clavicles, there was only one continued gafh; 
which looked as if the windpipe and the gullet 
had been cut out entirely. 


Allalong he complained very much of thirft ; 
and, by pointing to his belly and mouth, fhowed 
evident marks of being very hungry. I had once 
or twice allowed him to make an attempt to 
{wallow water, but after the firft or fecond day 
he could not get down a fingle drop, the whole 
coming out at the external wound, and fre- 
quently endangering fuffocation, by part falling 
into the top of the windpipe, and fo producing 
violent convulfive coughs. He was at this time 
very much reduced, and I was afraid that | fhould 
not be able to nourifh him by the prefent mode 
tilla reunion took. place. I therefore removed 
the ftitches entirely, and attempted to introduce 
nourifhment by the external wound, by means 
of a bent catheter that had a bladder tied to it. 
But the catheter had no fooner touched the top 
of the gullet than it produced violent efforts to 
vomit, and convulfive coughing, which tore the 
wound quite open. Finding that th's method 
would not fucceed, I laid it afide, and trufted to 

{trong 
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{trong nutritive injections only. I again put in 
a {t'tch or two in the fore part of the windp:pe, 
but foon found that they could be of no fervice ; 
for they net only prevented a reunion, but kept 
up a conflant irritation on thefe fenfible parts. 
1, therefore, next day, removed thein, and only 
continued the ttitches in the external wound ; for 
the mucus and matter nuw prevented adhefive 
piafter from fticking: And, in order that there 
might be very little tircfs on the external {titches, 
kept his chia contine.t clofe to his breaft, by 
means of pil'ows uncer the head, and a nght-cap, 
with tir: ps that tied under the arm-pits. About 
this per.cd, imal! granulations of flefh made their 
appearance in the wound, and | now entertamed 
fome hopes, provided he could be fupported dy the 
anus fora fufficient Iengih of time. But his being 
much reduced, and his pulfe hardiy perceivable 
at this timc, rendered it highly improbable. 
However, '.c coptinved in this wry, without any 
unfavour. le fymptom, unlefs lis being more 
weak, iil! the twenty-fourth day from the acci- 
dent. On this dey Il was much furprifed, upon 
coming home, to fee him fitting up in bed, with a 
plate before him, which contained boiled rice. I 
afked if he had iwallowed any, to which he made 
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figns that he ha:!, by patting his belly, and ex- 
prefling great joy in his countenance. I cefired 
he would make another atterspt, and found, to 
my great afton:fhment, that he could fwaliow 
foine, though by much the greateit part came 
out by the wound, 

‘this difcovery gave me great plexfure ; I there- 
fore allowed him to continue 3 ais.) de got fo much 
better, and could fwallow fo well in a few days, 
that I difcontinued the injceCtions. He now could 
fpeak fo as to be unceritood, and could {wa'low 
fluicis without loofing much. About the end of iix 
wecks from the accident, the external wound heal- 
ed up entire'y, except over the pomum adami, 
which, by being a !ittie hurt, gradually feparated ; 
and, as the feparation was very flow, a finall part of 
the external wound turned fillulous, ard fo left a 
paflage into the windp:pe, through which he 
could breathe at pieafure, though he generally 
breathed by the mouth, as before, and could 
fwallow either I'quids or folius, without any part 
coming by the wound. 

I now judged hin out of al! danger from the 
accident, and allowed him to walk about the 


{treets, by which he recovered ftrength, fo much 
as to be able to walk about a quarter of a mite, 


aud 
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and give his evidence before the grand jury con- 


cerning the murder of an European, to which he 
was the only witnefs. 


It was now my intention, in a day or two, to 
remove the callous edges of the little fiftulous 
hole in the fore part of the windpipe, in order 
to produce a perfect union. But Chriftmas-eve 
intervened, which was juft two months from the 
accident, he went out and came home in the 
night drunk, but went to bed, to all appearance, 
in very good health. The morning after that, 
he was feen by my fervant walking about with 
achirrut in his mouth, fmoking, as ufual. From 
the quantity of liquor he had drank over night, 
ficknefs was produced; and, in the action of vo- 
miting, fome of the remains of the liquor had pro- 
bably got into his windpipe, for he fell back on 
his bed, and expired in an initant, before any one 
could come to his affiftance. | 


As | had taken fo much pains to promote his 
recovery, I was forry for the accident; but, at 
the fame time, | was amply rewarded for my 
troubic ; for it afforded an excellent opportunity 


of ikeing what nature had done in fo extraordi- 
ary a Calc. 


After 
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After his death, in prefence of three gentlemen 
of the faculty, the trachea and gullet were taken 
out from the fternum to the root of the tongue. 
We found that nature had effeéted a perfe@ re- 

t union of all the injured parts. The os hyoides 
was rejoined to the windpipe in the fore part, 
by means of a foft but tough fubftance, which 
occupied the place of the fcutiform and thyroid 
cartilages. ‘The rima glottidis was attached to 
the fides of the os hyoides bya tough meinbra- 
nous cicatrix, which marked the extent of the 
wound in its firft tate. All the mufcles that are 
‘inferted inthe os hyoides, and originate from the 


cartilages, &c. had, after being cut through in 
the accident, retracted, and on one fide formed 
a large and hard fubitance, about twice the fize 
of the pomum adami, 


Had it not been for the large cicatrix, the re- 
traction froin the divifion of the muicies and the 
{mall opening into the fore part of the windpipe, 
it could not have been perceived that any injury 
had been fultained. The glottis and epigiottis 

Lad regained their former fituation and action, 


and nature had fully fupplied every deficiency. 
Tam fully perfuaded that the man would have 


found little or no inconveniency in his future 
life, 
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life, had he not been cut off by an accidental oc- 
currence. I was fo much convinced of this, that, 
before the coroner and his inqueft, I, and an- 
other furgeon, gave it as our opinion, that he 
died by accident, and not from the wound. 


This cafe I confider as one of the moft remark- 
able among thofe of furgery; and I co not 
know fuch another upon record: Confider 
the fituation of the wound, the parts fo in- 
jured, the mode by which nature was fupport- 
ed for fuch a length of time, the climate, &c. 
and the cure will appear almoft a miracle, 
hardly to be credited. However, it ferves to 
fhow, in the fulleft extent, that, as long as life 
remains, we fhould perfevere to adiminifter relief 
to the utmoft of our power. | 


During the cure, I called in many of the me- 
dical gentlemen in Caicutta, wild all declared the 
caf iicurable, and | was fu'ly of this opinion 
my<f; however. the event ferved to prove that 
we were ail iiftaken. 
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The Hijtory of a Puerperal affection terminating in 
a Diftharge of Pus from the Umbilicus. By 
Mr James Carmichael, Surgeon at Port-Gla/- 


EAN HILLAM, aged nineteen, was deliver- 
ed of lier firft child, at the full time, after 
twenty-four hours hard labour, on the 12th of 
July 1770. ‘The placenta was extracted inilant- 
ly, and with violence. The lochia were fcanty, 
otherwife fhe was in a goodway. She fat up on 
the 17th for the whole day, and was without com- 
plaint till mid-night, when fhe was teized with 
violent pains over all her belly and back, anxicty 
about the praecordia, faintnels, great {weatings, 
con{tant vomiting, frequent ftools, with 
and intenfe thirft. To thefe fymptoms, continu- 
ing, was added a large diffufed {welling of the 
abdomen, which was perceived on the 22d, at- 
tended with pain about the umbilicus, which was 
inflamed, and a gentle fuppuration followed. 
Her belly became very fore to the touch, On 
Vou. IV. Gg the 
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the 30th, above four pounds of watery pus were 
difcharged from the umbilicus, with immediate 
relict from all her ailments, and a moderate re- 
turn of the lochia. 


I accidentally faw her, for thé firft time, on 
the 14th of Augut. There had been a daily 
difcharge of about four ounces of well digefted 
pus from the navel, for a long time, but it had 
now decreafed. The locliia {till continued. She 
complained of great weaknefs, chiefly of her back, 
fo that fhe walked in a bending pofture forwards ; 
fhe had little appetite for food; naufea and faint- 
nefs, at times; great thirft; and, from the 
goth of July, when the difcharge firfl began, fhe 
could lie on the right fide only. Her pulfe was 
{mall and quick. She had taken very little me- 


dicine, from which fhe was not fenfible of any 
relief, 


In this fituation I did not prefcribe for her, but 
trufted the cure to the natural progrefs of the 
difeafes ; and, when I faw her again, which was 
not till the month of November, the difcharge 
from the umbilicus was quite gone, and the was 
recovering faft. I had again an opportunity of 
feeing her in the month of January 1771; fhe 
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was then perfe&tly well, but ftill fhe could not 
lie on the left fide. 


Cafe of violent Spafms which fucceeded the Am- 
putation of an Arm. By Mr Daniel Builivant, 
Surgeon at Oakham, Rutlandihire. 


ARY BERRIDGE, of Exton in the coun- 
M ty of Rutland, made application to me 
fome time in the year 1769, to relieve her of a 
contraction in the right fore-arm. his complaint 
had been brought on by the arm being kept too 
long in one pofition, when fhe was fewing; and 
had made its appearance about ten years before, 
during which time various means had been made 
ufe of to relieve her, but without any effcct. On 
examination, I found the right fore-arm com- 
pieatly contracted, the hand being brought clofe 
to the pectoral mufcle. The biceps flexor cubi- 
ti mulcie:was, as if ina flate of act:on, fhortened, 
and extremely rigid, and was evidentiy the fole 
caufe of the contraction. As fuch a variety of 
methods had been ufed, 1 judged it would be 

G g 2 fruitleis 
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fruitlefs to make any more trials in the fame way, 
but imagined a divifion of the mufcle, fimilar to 


that which is ufed in the wry-neck, might be 
attended witii fome benefit. Accordingly, the 
operation was performed in the following man- 


ner: I made an incifion through the common 
integuments, on each fide of the lower part of 
the contracted mufcie, and pafled a probe in at 
one orifice, and out of the other. The torni- 


quet which had been applied, was then ivofened, 


and the mufcle being compreffzd on the probe, 
I could feel the puife beat diftinctly in the writt. 
I took this method in order to avoid wounding 


the humeral artery. ‘The mufcle was then di- 


vided onthe probe. ‘The haemorrhage that en- 
fued was trifling, and the bleeding foon ftopped, 
without any ligature. The arm could now be 


brought from its former pofition, to that of a 
right angle; fo that I was flattered with the hope 


of fucceeding to my wifh; but it was unfortu- 


nate, that, from the long continuance of the con- 


traction, the finovia of the clbow-joint had be- 


come fo acrid (from flagnation I i{uppofe) as to 


have corroded the cartilages, and even, as it ap- 
peared afterwards, to have injured the heads of 
the bones themfelves. Joined to this, the joint 

{welled, 
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{welled, was exceedingly painful, and at length 
ulcerated. The lower arm likewife became oede- 
matous; fo that amputation became abfolutely 
requifite in order to fave her life, already in dan- 
ger, from the weak ftate fhe was reduced to, 
from the pain and difcharge of the ulcerated 
parts. Accordingly, fome time in the fpring 
1770, | took off the arm in the ufual manner, 
three or four inches above the elbow. Fora 
fortnight after the operation, nothing material 
enfued, except a very confiderable difcharge of 
thin matter ; which, however, was beginning to 
leffen, when fhe was feized with violent 
{fpafms in the ftump of the amputated arm. The 
divided mufcles, and the pectoral mufcle were 
principally affected, being thrown into the moft 
violent agitat:on, as often as the {pafms returned, 
which was every four or five feconds, and gave 
her moft excruciating pain. It is almoft impof- 
fible to enumerate the different methods that 
were tried to relieve her, without being able to 
afford her the leaft eafe. Bark, in all its prepa- 
rations, was adminiftered in very large quantities ; 
camphor and opium in very large and unufual 
dofts, fhe taking a dram of opium in twenty- 
four hours, none of which procured her the leaf 

Gg 3 alleviation 
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alleviation of her pains. I have often tried the 
effect of compreffling the ftump with the torni- 
quet, binding it exceedingly ftra‘t, yet could 
{carce ever perceive the fpafins leflened by it. 
The wound of the ftump, during this time, 
though it had not a very good appearance, had 
gradually contracted, and would foon have cica- 
trized, when I imagined a caries of the bone 
_ might poffibly be the caufe of the fpafms. 1 ac- 
cordingly laid the end of the Lone bare bya 
cauftic, anda {mal} piece exfoliated, but ftill with- 
out any kind of benefit. 1 afterwards icparated 
the mufcular fibres from their connection with 
the edge of the bone, but ftill with no better fuc- 
cefs. Fruftrated thus in all. my own attempts, 
I drew up a ftate of the cafe, and fent it to Mr 


White of Manchetter, and afterward to Dr Kirk- 
Jand of Afnby, for whofe opinions | think my- 


felf much indebted. ‘Their advice was itrictly 
adhered to, but ftiil with no happier effeéts than 

before. | 
It was now nearly two years from the com- 
mencement of my unhappy patient’s fulferings, 
during which time fhe had fearcely flept an hour 
at a time, and frequently pafled whole nights 
without a moment’s reft, and was reduced very 
low, 


| 
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low, and much emaciated, fo that her life was much 
to be defpaired of ; when it occurred to me, that 
there might be foine bony fibres on the edge 
of the amputated bone, which, by vellicating the 
contiguous fibres, might throw them into con- 
traction. I ventured then on one operation more, 
and, feparating the fibres froin the bone, flawed 
about half an inch of it off. On exanination, 
I difcovered a great number of bony fibres, 
with exceeding fharp points, which had prcjyected in 
every direction, and had fhot out a confiderable 
way into the contiguous parts. ‘Phe wound di- 
gelted well, and cicatrized in a vcry fhort ti ne. 
The fpafms too ceafed from the monent tiie o- 
peration was performed, aad the never after- 
wards had the fiighteft return. 
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Medical News. 


OCTOR Thomas Livingfon, phyfician 

in Aberdeen, has lately tranfmitted to Dr 
Duncan a cafe extracted from the journal of the 
Infirmary in that city, which had been the fub- 
je& of much converfation. 


This patient was an unmarried woman, about 25 


years of age. When fhe was admitted into the ho- 
fpital, the phyficians were informed, fthat, about 
two years anda half before that, fhe had been 
affected with a ftoppage of the menfes. This 
was attended with pain in the region of the kid- 
neys and courfe of the urcters, and with difficul- 
ty in voiding her urine. Some months after this, : 
the pains becoming more violent, and being : 

| chiefly 


3 | 


chiefly feated in the region of the uterus, the dif- 
charged froin the vagina a large hard ftone of 
a reddifh colour, with a rough fcabrous furface, 
which fhe faid fhe was certain came from the u- 
terus. From that time, to the day of her admif- 
fion into the Infirmary, which was on the 28th 
of March 1777, no lefs than twenty-five ftones 
of the fame kind, were either voided or extract- 
ed from the vagina by different people. Thefe 
{tones were of different fhapes and fizes, fome of 
them weighing near to three ounces, but all of 
them extremely hard, and refembling iron-{tone 
in colour. 


At the time of her admiffion into the Infirma- 
ry, fhe feldom voided her urine without the af- 
fiftance of the catheter ; but, upon founding, no- 
thing particular could be difcovered in the blad- 


der. ‘The vagina was in its natural ftate, and the 
os tincae neither more nor lefs dilated than or- | 
dinary. She remained about two months in the 
hofpital, during which time, on feveral occafions, 
fhe complained of the pain, and other fymptoms 
. which preceded the difcharge of ftones: And, 
upon examination, {tones were found {ticking in 
the vagina. Thefe were, as formerly, of diffe. 
rent weights ; but in colour and appearance they 

refembled 
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refembled calcined bricks. They were of a rough 
unequal furface and full of finall knobs. Even 
when the largeft were extraéted, the os tincae 


did not appear to be dilated, and no fymptom of 
laceration could be difcovered. 


Thefe circumftances gave great reafon to fu- 
fpet fome trick or impofition, Orders were 
therefore given, to beftow the ftricteft attention 
to her conduct. And, upon a carcful fearch, a 
{tone was found in her pocket, and three or four 
in her bed, exaétly refembling thofe which had 
formerly been extracted. Upon this, fhe was 
directly interrogated, and at laft confefled the 
whole to be an impofition. She denied that fhe 
had any accomplices, and declared, that neither 
her fifter, nor any of her friends, who were al- 
lowed to call tor her, knew or fufpe¢ted her inten- 
tions. She acknowledged, that the fuppre‘on 
of urine was entirely voluntary, and that fhe call- 
ed for the affiftance of the catheter, in order to 
carry on the impofition. Her conduct was re- 
prefented to the directors of the infirmary by 
Dr Livingfton. She confefied her crime to them 
alfo, and was ordered to be difmiffed as an infa- 


mous impoltor. 
| To 
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To this hiftory, Dr Livingfton fubjoins the 
following remarks : 

“© When I was firft informed of this wo- 
man’s fituation, and of the nature of her pre- 
tended complaints, I muft honeftly acknow- 
ledge, that I was much perplexed and difficul- 
ted in forming any rational opinion of fuch 
an extraordinary and uncommon cafe. She had 
an unblemifhed character in the country where 
fhe refided. She never fought for charity of the 
public, though fevcral families of diftin€tion fhewed 
her much compaflion, in confequence of her fic- 
titious diftrefs. Before 1 faw the woman her- 
felf, | was informed of her fituation, by ditferent 
people, who had fome of the {tones in. their pof- 
fefhon, which had been extracted from the vagi- 
na, by a midwife in the country. About the be- 
ginning of-this year, fhe went to a practitioner 
in the country, to whom fhe told her ftory, and 


he entertained her in his own family for fome 


time, with great humanity, and extracted two 
very large itones from the vagina, which he fhew- 
ed me alterwarus. Upon convernng with him 
on this uncommon phacnomenon, I afked {eve- 
ral queftions about the flate of the uterus and of 
the os tincae, immediatcly after the extraction of 
the flones; but the anfwers I received were not 

fatistactory. 


Wa. 


| 
| 
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fatisfactory. When I hinted my fufpicions of an 
impofuion, he was much affronted; and fome 
other people toudly exclaimed, that I had neither 
charity nor humanity in fulpeéting the poor di- 
{treffed woman of fuch an intention. 


I then begged fhe might be fent to the Aber- 
deen-Infirmary, where | wouid bettow every pof- 
fible attention upon her cafe, and where fhe 
fhould be treated with care and tendernefs ; and 
fhe was accordingly recommended to my care, 
by a perfon whofe benevolence and humanity do 
honour to his high rank in life. 


Practitioners cannot be too cautious in forming 
opinions of uncommon or preternatural appear- 
ances. I was exceedingly embarrafled about the 
proper manner of detecting this impoftor ; for, 
though I was convinced from the beginning 
that her affertions were inconfiftent and impof- 
fible, yet I durft not venture to declare my o- 
pinion, without a convincing proof of her impo- 
fition.”” 


Although there be many inftances of fubftan- 
ces being retained, for a confiderable time, un- 
changed in the flomach, yet we are perfuzded, 

that 
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tliat the following account of a diffe@tion 


Edinburgh, will be thought fo fingular, as to de- 
ferve the attention of our readers. 


A man, about fifty years of age, who had, for 
feveral months, becn affected with a fenfe of 
pain and oppreffion about the praecordia, and 
much vomiting after taking food, attended with 


obfiinate conftipation, fwallowed two piltol bul- 


lets, with the view of procuring a free difcharge 
by ftool. The builets were never obferved to 
be difcharged, and his complaints were nothing 
alleviated. At that time a circumfcribed tu- 
mour could be diftindly felt, fituated a little a- 
bove the umbilicus on the right fide. 


In the this fituation he was admitted into the 
Royal Infirmary. ‘There feveral suedicines were 
employed, with a view of relieving his com- 
plaints. But, after he had remained about a 
fortnight in the hofpital, as his complaints became 
daily more fevere, he applied to be difmiiled, and, 
about eight days afterwards, died at his own 
houle. 


Leave was obtained for examining into the 
nature of this difeafe, by diflection, after death. 
This was accordingly done by two ftudents of 
medicine, equally diftinguifhed for their genius 
and induftry, Mr Seguin Henry Jackfon from 

London ; 


é 
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London ; and Mr Samuel Byam Athill from 
Antigua. ‘The former of thefe gentlemen had, 
with great humanity, attended this patient from 
the time that he left the hofpital till his death ; 
and had given him all the aid, of which a cafe of 
fuch a defperate nature could admit. Doétor 
Duncan was alfo prefent at the diflection. 

The tumor which had been felt during his 
life, was found to be a very confiderable {chir- 
rous {welling of the pylorus, extending about 
four or five inches on the ftomach. It had re- 
ceived, on the outfide, a deep yellow tinge from 
the bile. In the cavity of the flomach, befides a 
confiderable quantity of a muddy coloured fluid 
refembling chocolate, which had no fimell of foe- 
ces, the two leaden bullets were alfo found. 
They had now been lodged there for the fpace 
oftwo months. To all appearance, they were 


not in the fmalleft degree changed, unlefs, per- 


haps, in colour; for they were rather of amore | 


black tinge than is commonly the cafe. 


The internal furface of the difeafed part had a 
very fungous appearance, and the adjoining 
parts of the ftomach were rather horny or car- 
tilaginous than mufcular. The paflage between 
the ftomach and inteftines was not wider than 

| would 
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would eafily admit an ordinary goofe-quill. The 
bullets could be pufhed through it when confi- 
derable force was exerted. But, without this, 
they could not be made to pafs. 


This affection of the ftomach was not the on- 
ly morbid appearance. A large tumor was found 
lying on the fpine. It was about four inches in 
length, and reached upwards to the diaphragm, 
being in fome meafure covered by its crura. 
From its thicknefs it nearly touched the cartilago 
enfitormis. By its bulk it feemed to have pufh- 
ed the diaphragm fomewhat higher, and the fto- 
mach rather lower than natural. 


On examination, it was found to be an aneu- 
rifm of the aorta deicendens, commencing at the 


diaphragm, and terminating at the caeliac artery. 
The vertebrae to which this aneurifm was at- 


tached, were very foft, and could eafily be cut 
by a diffecting-knife, where the attachment took 
piace. 


All the other abdominal and thoracic vifcera 


were in their natural ftate, except the heart, ee 


which feemed to be fmall. The two morbid parts 
mentioned above, were given to Dr Monro, in 


whofe poffeflion they now are. 
We 
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We formerly mentioned, that Dr Duncan had 
fet on foot at Edinburgh, an inftitution for gi- 
ving lectures on the cafes of patients fubjected 
to chronical difeafes, fomewhat fimilar to the 
Collegium Cafuale at Leyden. This inftitution 
has furnifhed him with fome fingular cafes, which 
it is his intention to publifh in a fhort time. 


And, to each cafe, he means to fubjoin the prin- 
cipal remarks which he offered, with refpeé to it, 
in the lecture, of which it was the fubject. 


About the firft of November, he will begin a 
courfe of lectures on the theory and practice of 
medicine ; and, at the fame time, another courle 
of lectures on the cafes of patients fubjected to 
chronical difeafes. For the fubject of this laft 
courfe, he will {elect the moft important cafes which 
are treated at the Difpenfary. From different 
confiderations, he was formerly induced to con- 
fine the cafe-leCtures folely to thofe who were his 
pupils for the theory and practice of medicine. 
Thofe, however, who incline, may, hereafter, — 
attend the cafe-lectures alone, for the payment 
of a feparate fee; but fuch gentlemen as are his 
pupils tor the theory and practice, will be entitled, 


as 
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as before, to attend the cafe-le€tures, without 
paying any other fee than half a guinea, as me- 
dicine-money. Every ftudent who attends the cafe- 
le€tures on either of thefe footings, will have 


the liberty of attending the pratice at the difpen-_ 
fary, and will have free accefs to the journals 


which are kept at that charity, containing the 
cafes of the patients, and the fubfequent reports. 


Dr Duncan has lately erected a building, for 
the convenience of his clafs, on an area in the 
neighbourhood of the Surgeons Hall, and imme- 
diately adjoining to the hall which is the proper- 
ty of the Medical Society. In this building, which 

is intended for a medical academy, befides a com. 
modious teaching-room, there are feveral other 
apartments which will be appropriated to the 
ule of his ftudents in the profecution of experi- 
mental inquiries on medical and philofophical fub. 
jects. | 


A new edition of the treatife which was pu- 
blifhed by the late ingenious Mr John Innes of 
Edinburgh, under the titie of A Defcription of 
the Human Mufcles, chiefly as they appear on dif- 
feétion, will foon be put to the prefs. Mr Innes, 
“Vou. IV. Hh during 
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during his lifetime, was at much pains in making 
corrections, improvements, and additions to this 
treatife. All thefe will be introduced into the e- 
dition of this work which is now to be publifhed. 
And it will add not a little to the merit of this 
work, that his obfervations have, fince his death, 
been fubjected to the examination of a jultly ce- 
lebrated anatomift, from a careful perufal by 
whom they can fuftain no injury. | 


A propofal has lately been. fet on foot for e- 
ftablifhing a public difpenfary at Kelfo, for the re- 
lief of the indigent. A plan for this inftitution 
has been lately printed, and diftributed through 
the bounds to which it 1s intended that this cha- 
rity fhould extend. Itis propofed, that this in- 
{titution fhall be fupported by annuai fubfcriptions 
from thofe who poilefs ability and inclination to 
do acts of beneficence. And, as thofe who are 
the principal promoters of this charity are not on- 
ly diftinguifhed for fuch quahties, but alfo by their 
high rank in life, there can be little doubt, that 
this f{cheme will be carried into execution in the 
manner moft conducive to public utility. 

De 
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Dr John Clarke phyfician in Newcaftle, and 
Mr John Anderion furgeon there, have lately 
opened a fubicription for eltablithing a puuiic 
difpenfary at Newcaltle, jor the relief of the indi- 
gent when fubjected to thofe difeafes which, by 
the rules of the Infirmary at that place, cannot 
be admitted to the benefits cf that charity. Soon 
after this fcheme was {ct on foot, the phyficizas 
of the Infirmary opened a fubicription for the e- 
of a fecond Dilpenfary, to aniwer 
the fame purpoft. “ihe contelt wiich mut be 
thus produced, may probably te the means of 
more ample provilion being made for the necef- 
fities of the poor, when afflicted with iickneds, 
than would otherwife be the cafe. 


An Infirmary is now building in the town of 
Dumfries, which cannot fail to be a great blefliig 
to the indigent in that neighbourivod. Woen 
it is confidered that no charity can be more coa- 
ducive to public urility than the affording relief 
to the difeafed, how much is it to be wifhed that 
e{tablifhments of a fimilar nature took place in 
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every quarter? And it is probable, that proper 
exertions from practitioners in medicine might 
be the means ot producing, every where, chari- 
table inftitut.ons for thie relicf oi the poor in fick- 
nefs. Wherever there is fufhcient employment 
for a regular pratitioner among the opulent in- 
habitants of any count:y, it can hardiy be doubt- 
ed, that a fund might be co!lced, if not for the 
maintenance of the fick poor, at leaft, for fupply- 
ing them with medicines, w.thout incurring an 
expence which they are little abie to defray. 


Dr Daniel Rutherford and Dr James Gregory 
have lateiy been adwitted fellows of the Royal 
Coilege of phyficiars in Edinburgh; as have 
Mir Ja-.es Ruffel, Mr John Sheils, and Mr Wil- 
liam Rac, of the College of Surgeons at that 
place. 


SECT. 
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